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REMINISCENCES OF A FLOUR IMPORTER 


T is 38 years (1878) since I started on 
my first trip across the Atlantic. At 
that time there were whispers of Cana- 

dian oatmeal being imported here, but no 
one had seen it. As oatmeal was a leading 
feature in our business at that time, my 
firm thought it best to be early in the field. 

In those days we imported all the oat- 

meal we sold from Ireland, and the idea 
of supplying that country with oatmeal 
had not yet entered into our minds. And, 
if it had, it would have seemed like send- 
ing coals to Newcastle. 


THE FIRST OATMEAL MILL 


The first oatmeal mill I struck in Can- 
ada was at Ottawa, and it was run by 
Thomas McKay & Co. I found they had 
never done any exporting business, and 
that the mill was entirely occupied in 
making what they called “standard oat- 
meal,” for home consumption,—a rough 
and badly cut oatmeal, which was of 
little use for our purpose. 

It is strange how some things cling to 
the memory, and others escape it alto- 
gether. For instance, I remember clearly 
and distinctly the two partners in the 
firm, now, alas, gone over to the great 
majority. They were so opposite in their 
natures that the contrast was very 
marked indeed. McKay, a Scot by name 
as well as by nature, was a quiet, anxious- 
minded, cautious gentleman, while his 
partner, Mr. Hutcheson, was the real 
type of Yankee hustler, and startled me 
by sitting down in his chair, putting both 
his feet on the table, and lighting a very 
big black cigar. 

At first I did not see very well how we 
could do business together, but having 
brought samples of our Edinburgh oat- 
meal with me, I was able to show these 
gentlemen what it was I wanted. 

We therefore started to try and make 
an imitation of our Scotch oatmeal, and 
after about 10 days’ constant experiment- 
ing succeeded in making a sample of oat- 
meal so like our own that business re- 
sulted right away. 

Day after day I went down to that mill 
with an old coat on, and examined the 
meal ‘in process of manufacture,—every 
day coming nearer the mark, until at last, 
when I expressed myself satisfied, the 
miller took a glass bottle and filled it 
with the oatmeal, and placed it on the 
mantlepiece, saying that that would be 
the standard of our shipments in future. 

What depressed me most at first was 
the very poor, light, dirty oats which they 
were making their oatmeal from. I did 
not think it was possible that good meal 
could be made out of such poor stuff. 
But with the modern machinery they were 
able to clean the oats to such an extent 
that fully 50 per cent of what they called 
feed was taken from the oats before they 
were ready for milling. This they did 
not object to at all, as they thought they 
could get as good a price for feed as we 
would give them for the oatmeal. 

I recollect that the price for the oat- 
meal was 28s 9d per 280 lbs, c.i.f. Glas- 
gow. I sent on a sample by mail to our 
firm here, and had the satisfaction of get- 
ting a cable before returning from the 
United States informing me that they 
had sold the whole of the 1,000 bags at 
35s,—thus not only paying the expenses 
of the trip, but leaving a good margin 
besides. 

This trade developed into a very large 
one, and the brand we gave it, namely, 
Royal, became famous throughout the 
country here, and was well known to all 
oatmeal buyers. 


CANADIAN HOSPITALITY 


The next thing that struck me very 
forcibly was the unbounded hospitality of 
all with whom I came in contact in Can- 
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ada, no matter whether business was pos- 
sible or not. I remember visiting a small 
town called Fergus, in Ontario, where 
there were three brothers, millers, and 
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although I could do no business with any 
of them their hospitality was so great 
that they actually quarreled among 
themselves as to who should have the 
entertaining to do. The argument be- 
came so heated that I had to interfere 
and settle the matter by saying that I 
would stay with one, dine with the other, 
and so on. 

They all seemed so delighted to meet a 
visitor from the Old Country that they 
thought nothing of taking a whole day 
off to drive me around the country. 


INTRODUCING CANADIAN FLOUR ABROAD 

Our business in the flour trade had not 
yet developed sufficiently to enable us to 
take advantage to any great extent of the 
opening business of importing flour to 
this country. 

But I did make a beginning with Cana- 
dian flours, having called upon Mr. Mc- 


Lauchlin, of the Royal Dominion Mills, 
Toronto, and in order to start business I 
remember buying a mixed car of several 
grades of flour. All these grades turned 
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out to be satisfactory, but business was 
not resumed, on account of the site of the 
mill having been commandeered by the 
municipality, and the structure was after- 
ward razed. 

This experience, however, gave us a 
very favorable impression of the possi- 
bilities of the Canadian flour trade. That 
may be said to be the beginning of our 
flour-importing trade from Canada and 
the United States. 


USING BAKERS’ OFFALS 


Before proceeding further I should 
like to state that in my young days, say, 
50 years ago, the bakers of Glasgow, in- 
stead of buying flour from the millers, 
bought their own wheat and ground their 
own flour. The Incorporation of Bakers 
here at that time possessed two flour 
mills, which were entirely run with the 
“grists” sent in by bakers. 


There were three classes of offals taken 
from the flour, namely, seconds, bran, and 
thirds. The seconds used to run general- 
ly about 10 per cent of the fine flour, and 
as the science of milling was not really 
discovered at that time, there must have 
been a large percentage of the middlings 
in among the seconds. 

One day I remember a head miller 
showing me a very fine sample of seconds, 
and he remarked that if they got a touch 
of the stones, and were dressed through 
a No. 5 wire cloth, he thought they would 
yield very good flour. This turned out 
to be the case, and for many years after- 
wards we continued buying all the sec- 
onds that the bakers could sell; indeed, 


_ the foundation of our business might be 


said to have been built upon that dis- 
covery. Of course, when the middlings 
purifiers were discovered, and the roller 
system introduced, we felt like Othello, 
that “our occupation was gone,” and that 
we had, therefore, to strike out into green 
fields and pastures new. 
BIG FLOUR SACKS 

I notice on looking back that in 1875 
the imports from America and Canada 
were equivalent to 307,000 sacks of flour, 
while from all sources there were 641,000 
sacks. So that you see less than half 
came from your side of the water at that 
time. These other flours came from all 
parts of the Continent, and the brands 
which cling to my memory are, Lange’s 
Red Seal, from Hamburg, The Three 
Roses, from Denmark, and G, F. and C., 
from France. Besides these, we used to 
get flour from Ireland, which came in 
monstrous coarse sacks of 336 Ibs, and 
caused much profanity among all the 
men who handled it. I have often tackled 
a 280-lb sack, but wild horses, or “an 
army with banners” would not have ter- 
rorized me into carrying one of these 
big, ugly monsters. 


SOME EARLY MILL CONNECTIONS 


Among the first mills which I remem- 
ber doing flour business with was_ the 
Flavelle Milling Co., Lindsay, Ont. How 
we came to be acquainted, I cannot recol- 
lect. At first we used only to get oat- 
meal from this mill, but when one day, 
being at the mill myself, I saw a wagon 
of flour coming out of the yard, it oc- 
curred to me to ask the miller to show 
me a sample of it. I was much struck 
with both the feel and the color of this 
flour, and it seemed to me that I had 
never seen a similar flour on all my trav- 
els. I, therefore, requested the miller to 
show me the wheat from which he made 
the flour, and I was much surprised to 
find that he was grinding white winter 
wheat, instead of the red winter wheat 
which all the other millers were using. 

It flashed into my mind at once that 
this was a very suitable flour for our 
biscuit and cracker manufacturers, and I 
immediately ordered a car to be sent on 
to Glasgow under the brand of Diadem, 
and it turned out “to be the very thing 
the doctor ordered.” For many years we 
had a very pleasant trade in it, and so in 
this way another brand of flour was 
established. 

I might here speak of the great pleas- 
ure that we always have had in dealing 
with this company. In J. D. Flavelle, 
who was Canada’s champion curler, we 
found a man of the most upright integ- 
rity and absolute reliability in everything 
that was carried through between us. 

IMPORTING WINTER PATENTS 

About this time there was considerable 
development in the importing of fine win- 
ter patent flours from the United States, 
generally from Indiana, Iowa and IIli- 
nois, so it was necessary for us to get in 
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touch with some kind of mill suitable for 
supplying this grade of flour. At the 
instigation of E. E. Perry, who at that 
time represented The Northwestern Mill- 
er at Indiana I made a special jour- 
ney to Ligonier, Ind., and was successful 
in establishing a connection with that 
mill, which turned out to be of a most 
enduring and pleasant nature. Mr. Lyon, 
chief partner there, was one of the finest 
men I have ever met. We originated 
there the brand of St. Kilda for top pat- 
ent, and Roslin for the extra fancy, and 
these brands are still well known upon 
this market, although we are sorry to say 
that there is not as much business pass- 
ing between us as we should like. Thus, 
still another brand of flour was estab- 
lished, and added to our list. 


THE SPRING WHEAT MILLS 

We had now got fairly well supplied 
with soft flours, and I turned my atten- 
tion next to the spring wheat mills. I 
had the good luck to meet Mr. Bean, of 
the New Prague Flouring Mill Co., in 
Minneapolis, on my first visit there. He 
persuaded me to go down and see the 
mill at New Prague. 

The foresight shown by Mr. Bean and 
W. L. Harvey in selecting sites for their 
new mills has been fully justified by the 
turn of events, They have since built 
new mills at Moose Jaw and Calgary, and 
also at Davenport, lowa, so that they are 
able to supply us with flour almost all the 
year round from some of these mills. The 
Saskatchewan patent flour, Keynote, is a 
famous flour on this market now, and we 
are doing a large and-pleasant business in 
it, and also with their other brands. So 
that now we are fully equipped with both 
winter and spring wheat flours for this 
market. 

A CURIOUS ENCOUNTER 

I recollect a remarkable coincidence 
happening when travelling between Min- 
neapolis and Chicago. I went by the 
night train, and in the morning I felt 
rather seedy, after having spent a sleep- 
less night, with the terribly frequent 
whistling of the engine in passing level 
crossings—indeed, it seemed to me there 
must be one every five minutes. 

In the dressing-room, where I went to 
have a wash-up, I found another gentle- 
man, and as | had been worrying about 
how I would get on in Chicago, with its 
wilderness of streets, and not knowing 
the place at all, I began talking to my 
travelling companion to see if he could 
help me in getting around Chicago. 

I wanted to go straight to the office of 
The Northwestern Miller, to call on Mr. 
Challen. I approached the matter from 
a distance as it were, and asked my new- 
ly formed acquaintance if he knew where 
such and such a building was. He said, 
“Oh, yes, I am going that direction my- 
self, and will be very glad to show you 
the way.” I then went further, and said 
that I was looking for the office of The 
Northwestern Miller, where I expected to 
meet their representative, Mr. Challen. 
“Oh, well,” said my friend, “I guess there 
won’t be any further trouble about that, 
as I think I am the very man you are 
looking for.” I was quite startled, but at 
the same time very much delighted to 


find that my search for Mr. Challen had. 


ended before it had begun. 


CHANGE FROM BARRELS TO SACKS 


I think I have omitted to mention that 
all American and Canadian flour was im- 
ported in barrels up until about the year 
1884, and it is most astonishing to look 
back and see the quick change which was 
effected in this respect. 

I find that in 1878 there were imported 
no less than 544,000 bbls of flour from 
Canada and the United States. In 1884, 
no flour came in barrels, but the quantity 
had increased to 1,500,000 sacks. Here I 
might say that the credit of introducing 
the great change between wood and cloth 
to Glasgow must be awarded to our 
esteemed friends, Messrs. Bruce & Wil- 
son, 

A GENEROUS ACTION 

There was one instance which I should 
like to chronicle here. During one of 
my early trips I fixed up a business ar- 
rangement with David Stott, the Detroit 
miller. In the course of business our firm 
received a cable from him offering 5,000 
bags of new-crop winter patent flour, but 
we only wanted 2,000, and by mistake used 
the wrong code word in our reply, namely, 
“Seriously,” instead of “Servatoris.” 
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This, of course, read as an acceptance 
of 5,000 bags to Mr. Stott, adding as well 
another 2,000. As he seemed to think 
that this was a very large order for us at 
that time, he cabled the next day asking 
if 7,000 bags was the proper quantity. 

The cable came in the morning, just as 
the writer was rushing away to the Edin- 
burgh Corn Exchange, and the reply was 
neglected until the next day. 

By that time Mr. Stott had covered the 
wheat for the order. When he ascer- 
tained that we had made a mistake in 
cabling, and that the market continued 
falling rapidly, he actually canceled the 
sale for the extra quantity. This was an 
act of such great generosity that it ought 
to be mentioned. 

* * 

During my last trip to the other side, 
while I was in Ontario visiting a friend, 
he recommended me to call on a certain 
mill on my way home. My friend stated 
that this mill made a splendid 90 per 
cent winter wheat flour, but he did not 
think they exported. I took his advice, 
and paid the mill a visit, and was much 
pleased with the quality of the flour. I 
also discovered that they had never done 
any export business, 

As luck would have it the miller was 
just at that time on the lookout for an 
export connection, so I at once arranged 
for a trial car and christened it Up-to- 
Date. I am pleased to state that it has 
turned out very well, and the quality is 
giving the very best of satisfaction. 

* * 


Before closing these reminiscences I 
should like to express my sense of obli- 
gation to all the staff of The Northwest- 
ern Miller whom I met during my travels, 
and from whom I received so much kind- 
ness and attention that I am always de- 
lighted to be able to do something in 
return for all they did for me. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 


(By Our London Correspondent.) 


Lonvon, Feb. 2.—So far as prices are 
concérned, the decline on your side, com- 
bined with other circumstances, has 
caused some irregularity. Pacific wheats 
are unchanged to Is up, and Australian 
(sailers) 6d higher, while Plate wheat for 
March shipment is 1s down and the 
actual demand has been relatively insig- 
nificant. 

The bearish statistical outlook partly 
accounts for the downward tendency, as 
the quantity afloat for Europe shows in- 
crease of 105,000 qrs at 4,805,000, which 
compares with 3,925,000 a year ago. The 
world’s shipments, however, were smaller 
on the week at 1,085,000 qrs, against 
1,340,000 in the previous week, but the 
shipments a year ago were only 895,000. 
This week’s shipments, however, are more 
than ample for the estimated require- 
ments. 

In addition, farmers’ deliveries again 
showed an increase, as the higher prices 
are causing quite a rush of English wheat 
to market. The average official figure 
per 480 Ibs is now 58s, against 52s 8d last 
year and 31s Id at the same period in 
1914 and 1913. Milling interests have 
plenty of wheat to draw upon, and were 
it not for the freight situation, prices 
would be at a much lower level. 

The position as regards ocean freights 
is still decidedly strong, and 145s per 
ton is quoted from Bombay for February 
shipment. Australian business is quiet 
at 110s for March, as chartering in that 
quarter is for the present less eager. As 
regards the River Plate, the government 
brokers appear to have that market in 
hand at 137s 6d from San Lorenzo. 

The orders from the United States are 
small, owing to lack of tonnage, but here 
again government brokers are prominent 
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and 16s was paid for the Bristol Channel. 
Another h feature is the fact that 
the Italian government has recently com- 
mandeered a large number of steamers 

under its own flag, but at pres- 
ent in E ports. For the time 
therefore, there is not much amelioration 
of the strin, ° 

The British government, however, is 
taking measures to restrain the imports 
of bulky cargoes, such as woodpulp, 
gtass, etc., in order to set free a number 
of steamers to carry foodstuffs. The 
result of this, however, is somewhat prob- 
lematical, as the extent of the efforts can- 
not at present be computed and in the 
ultimate issue the trade is ignorant of 
the proportion of wheat bought and to be 
bought by the British government. More- 
over, operators are inclined to question 
the possibilities of adverse developments 
in the market when the government de- 
sires to sell. 

Reverting to the question of supply, 
the working stocks in this country are 
very small and the liberal supplies arriv- 
ing and to arrive will, apart from the 
current consumption, be required to re- 
plenish the depleted reserves. In view 
of the possibility that the shortage of 
tonnage may continue an important fac- 
tor for some time to come, the market 
appears to have settled down to the con- 
viction that, so far as regards the imme- 
diate future, there cannot be any sub- 
stantial decline in the value of wheat. 

It is also considered that La Plata 
shippers, in the event of a decline in the 
ocean freights, might raise the price of 
the wheat in consequence of the reported 
entry of American speculators into the 
market with the intention of buying 
wheat on f.o.b. basis. ‘ 

* + 


In the United Kingdom the crop is 
thriving well under favorable weather 
conditions which greatly facilitate work 
on the farm, and good progress has been 
made of late, the present position being 
very satisfactory. Provided the weather 
continues favorable, sowings will soon be 
resumed, 

In France the weather is dull, with 
light rains in many parts of the country. 
The general outlook is considered satis- 
factory, but there are fears that the 
young plants may suffer should alternate 
frosts and thaws occur, as they have not 
been sufficiently hardened. Vermin and 
weed are complained of, and farmers 
would prefer to see some snow. 

German advices report unsettled weath- 
er but no frost, which would be disas- 
trous, as the crop is generally unpro- 
tected. 

In Holland the serious inundations 
have not yet subsided over a large por- 
tion of the country, and the damage done 
to crops cannot as yet ve estimated. 

In Italy fine, mild weather prevails, 
and conditions are favorable for agricul- 
ture, while the crop outlook is satisfac- 
tory. 

In Spain, sowing was effected under 
excellent conditions, but in some parts a 
considerable acreage remains to be dealt 
with. Germination has been satisfactory 
and in some districts the plant is over- 
developed, but there is very little frost. 

In European Russia frosty weather 
mostly prevails, especially in the north 
and east. In some districts of the center 
and east, rain and snow are reported. 
For the most part the winter crop looks 
well, and snow protection is general. 

Advices from Constantine, North Af- 
rica, state that the dry weather favors 
sowing, and agricultural reports general- 
ly continue satisfactory. Crop prospects 
are fully up to the average for wheat in 
both Lower and Upper Egypt. 

The dry weather in India has mostly 
continued, and rains are wanted in sev- 
eral of the important wheat-growing dis- 
tricts, especially in the Punjab. Other- 
wise the general outlook is fair to good 

Australian agricultural conditions con- 
tinue satisfactory and the production is 
now given as about 24,000,000 qrs, which 
leaves the quantity for shipment at around 
17,000,000. Splendid rains are reported 
in Victoria, and there is broken weather 
and useful rains in Western Australia, 
Queensland and Tasmania. 

In Argentina the weather is unsettled, 
with lower temperature, and rain and 
hail are reported in Buenos Aires, Santa 
Fe, Cérdoba and Entre Rios. Rains are 
reported in other provinces, 
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FACING THE ISSUE 

The great break in wheat prices which 
conditions have, for weeks past, suggest- 
ed as possible, even probable, has at last 
come; and the trade is now face to face 
with the disposition of current contracts 
for flour. For months millers have stood 
by their guns and delivered flour at prices 
a dollar a barrel under the market. Will 
buyers now display equal fortitude and 
accept their purchases after a break in 
wheat prices of twenty cents a bushel? 

That is the present question, and upon 
the reply hinges the answer as to whether 
the flour trade has at last reached a plane 
where contracts are regarded as contracts 
regardless of market movements. If 
buyers, in the present circumstances, ac- 
cept the flour in which they have a paper 
loss, this trade may henceforth assume 
that contract repudiation is a thing of 
the past. If, on the other hand, there is 
any considerable amount of falling down 
among buyers, it will be clear that the 
standard of trade morals has not yet be- 
come what it should be. 

It is five years or more since the mill- 
ing industry and the flour trade set them- 
selves to get rid of this practice. During 
those five years, great progress has been 
made. The notorious repudiator has, to a 
great extent, been put out of business. 
The trade could no longer stomach him, 
with his quarter century of experience in 
crookedness. 

For five years conditions have been 
steadily improving. The slippery con- 
tract-maker has been less and less in 
evidence. He has held on here and there 
by dint of taking his medicine on mod- 
erate market changes, and saving his 
crooked tactics for occasions of moment; 
but one by one he and his kind have dis- 
appeared, never to return. Now it is only 
on occasions of great price declines that 
he shows up; but each of these declines 
testifies to the decrease in his numbers 
and the reduction in his assurance and 
effrontery. 

Today buyers and sellers face an issue 
of cleanness or uncleanness in the flour 
trade. On the present crop, at least, the 
escutcheon of the millers is undimmed. 
They have faced the steady advance in 
values and delivered their sales barrel 
for barrel. Aside from a case or two 
where speculative millers paid the pen- 
alty of bankruptcy, The Northwestern 
Miller has heard of no important instance 
of any miller failing to deliver every 
pound of flour due on his contracts. 

The present issue will determine what 
the buyers will do with conditions re- 
versed. Much flour is due them on orders 
booked at prices much above the present 
level. Nearly all of this flour will, of 
course, be accepted without question, for 
the overwhelming majority of buyers of 
flour are respecters of their business obli- 
gations. What will happen with the 
minor part of the unfilled orders? What 
will happen in the case of the buyer who 
is quick to see a technicality for escape? 
What will happen in instances where 
buyers have speculated and overreached 
themselves? 


In this situation, no one may justly 
claim special consideration. For many 
months, market conditions have carried 
their own forewarning to the speculator. 
The miller or dealer who gambled in the 
price of wheat knew, whichever side he 
was on, that he was playing with edged 
tools. He knew that he was a fool for 
doing so, and he had every reason to know 
that nothing but sheer luck would save 
him from disaster sooner or later. Now 
that the reckoning time has come, he 
must know that he is utterly undeserving 
of consideration. 

For the miller who gambled by selling 
flour short there has been, for months 
past, no course open save the honorable 
one of filling his orders. For the buyer 
of high-priced flour, at the present time, 
there is nothing but to take delivery of 
his contracts. Millers will not have pa- 
tience with the buyer who now finds fault 
with flour which had been entirely accept- 
able to him so long as its price carried a 
handsome profit. 

The Northwestern Miller counsels every 
buyer of flour who entertains thoughts of 
finding “something the matter” with the 
next car to think twice before he files his 
complaint; and it urges every miller to 
stand by his contracts in seeing that the 
buyer observes them, just as he himself 
has for months stood by them in filling 
them. There is no reason why the great 
market break of February, 1916, should 
not, so far as the flour trade is concerned, 
mark the end of contract repudiation. 


COULD THE GOVERNMENT DO IT? 

The Federal Trade Commission has 
established a special department of ac- 
counting, and offers its services to manu- 
facturers and merchants in_ bettering 
their bookkeeping systems. It particu- 
larly offers to co-operate with trade as- 
sociations in undertaking to devise uni- 
form cost-accounting methods for the in- 
dustry which they represent. 

In tendering its services, the commis- 
sion says: 

“It is well known that many manufac- 
turers, particularly the smaller ones, 
either have no cost records or only in- 
competent or inadequate cost-accounting 
systems. As a result there is no true 
relation between actual cost and selling 
price. This situation often causes un- 
healthy competitive conditions and finan- 
cial difficulties. 

“It is our thought, in order to help 
improve industrial conditions, that if 
trade associations desire our co-operation 
in indorsing standard systems of cost- 
accounting for their members, or in giv- 
ing assistance in devising standard sys- 
tems, and in recommending the adoption 
of such systems by concerns desirous of 
improving their accounting methods, we 
would be glad to co-operate.” 

The argument in the first paragraph 
quoted might well have been written with 
particular reference to conditions in the 
milling industry, which has long: strug- 
gled weth the problem of better cost- 
keeping methods, and has so far made 
little progress. 


All or nearly all of the larger milling 
concerns have, of course, sound systems. 
Among smaller enterprises, however, it 
is certain that many important cost fac- 
tors are either estimated or entirely dis- 
regarded. From time to time, efforts 
have been made to persuade these con- 
cerns to adopt approved systems. Few 
have ever been persuaded. 

While the idea of having a govern- 
ment department aid in establishing a 
uniform cost-finding method in the mill- 
ing industry is novel, it surely is well 
worth considering. Perhaps a system 
devised by ana indorsed by a depart- 
ment of the federal government would 
carry a weight and conviction which 
would, in time, secure its general adop- 
tion in the industry. It seems worth 
trying. 


THE DANGER IN EXTREMES 


It is characteristic of the trade in flour 
that extremes of market conditions beget 
still further extremes of market views. 
Buyers habitually resist advances until 
the golden moment has gone, and are 
equally insistent upon following declines 
until they have passed the turning point 
of buyers’ advantage. In like manner, 
millers often contrive to sell their for- 
ward output too soon on advancing mar- 
kets, and their eagerness to dispose of 
flour usually finds them a jump or two 
ahead of prices when the latter are re- 
treating. 

Apparently the primary reason for this 
is that normal profits in milling and 
flour-handling are so small that some de- 
pendence upon speculative factors is con- 
stantly invited. Where profits are no 
more than ten or fifteen cents a barrel 
on a level market, there is tremendous 
incentive to try to guess the course of 
values for the sake of a further ten or 
fifteen cents. Whatever the cause, it is 
certain that efforts to anticipate prices 
and a tendency to overdo in one direc- 
tion or the other are trade characteris- 
ties. 

The present milling year has brought 
unusual opportunities for both loss and 
gain in guessing the market. So far, the 
advantage has been altogether with buy- 
ers. For months they have had flour 
coming to them at low prices. Millers, 
on the other hand, have unhappily been 
having to deliver their product at figures 
much under the current level. Not until 
the past fortnight have buyers had rela- 
tively dear flour to take out. 

The present question is in connection 
with the future. At the moment, some 
buyers indicate a measure of content 
with the present market level and a 
willingness to buy moderately. Others 
seem to be quite swept away on the tide 
of receding prices, and are trying mighti- 
ly to force millers into discounting the 
day-to-day market bases. Without un- 
dertaking to forecast the future course of 
values, it is fairly certain that the first- 
named class of buyers will, at least, lose 
nothing, while the buyers who are deter- 
mined to play the market break to the 
finish will, in the end, overplay it. 

In somewhat the same fashion, millers 
are divided into two camps. By far the 
larger number are determined to keep 
their heads level and their prices sound, 
to base sales on current wheat values, to 
be reluctant in following the downward 
turns, and to have a firm and elastic 
step when wheat quotations rebound. 
These millers realize that only so much 
flour can be sold in the period between 
now and harvest, and that no profit will 
come to the miller’s till by selling any 
part of it without margin. 

In the other, and fortunately smaller, 
camp of millers are those who are try- 
ing to force their flour on the market by 
discounting wheat values. The argument 
of these millers apparently is that, since 
there is only so much flour to be sup- 
plied, the man who sells first will keep 
his mill running, and the man who delays 
will have nothing but regrets. The atti- 
tude of this group of millers is already 
evident in the flour market, in pressure 
to make sales, in offers for long-deferred 
shipment, and in quotations much below 
the level of wheat. 

The Northwestern Miller urges both 
millers and buyers to remember that 
twenty-cent price breaks have happened 
before, and that the end of the world has 
never come as a result of them. A great 
deal of flour business remains to be done 
before harvest. Several million barrels 
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must be und, distributed and con- 
sumed. All of this great trade can and 
should be done at a fair margin of profit 
for both millers and merchants. It will 
not be so done if the miller’s prices are 
constantly based upon anticipated de- 
clines, nor if the buyer’s attitude is one 
of constant effort to depress flour prices. 


AN AMAZING SPECTACLE 


Conceding every argument made > its 

be gee and after mgt ag, BO ge 

n said in its favor, the Rainey bill is 
a bill to legalize the adulteration of a 
food product now pure. No amount of 
specious reasoning and no argument for 
“fair play” can change this one truth,— 
that the scheme’s essence is to open the 
= to the debasement of wheat flour. 

oday, flour is the one great food 
product the purity of which is guaranteed 
by the federal government, for no mix- 
ing of it with an inferior article may be 
done save under direct supervision of the 
Treasury department of the United 
States. The purity of other foods is 
somewhat uncertainly insured by the food 
and drugs act, the enforcement of which 
is difficult, and, in instances, wholly in- 
effective; but in the case of flour, adul- 
teration or sophistication is a crime 
against the revenue laws and punishable 
by penalty ranging up to ninety days’ 
imprisonment under the basic and funda- 
mental mixed-flour law. 

Against this situation of absolute in- 
surance of purity in the great food staple 
the Rainey bill is aimed. It proposes to 
destroy the one perfect safeguard of 
pure flour. It proposes, furthermore, to 
remove the limited protection afforded 
by the food and drugs act, and to substi- 
tute for both these pure flour safeguards 
a new law, specifically encouraging adul- 
teration by giving the adulterated article 
a legal name and a legal status. 

The situation would be paralleled by a 
series of proposals to legalize “mixed 
milk” containing preservatives, “mixed 
sugar” containing sand, “mixed coffee” 
containing wood fiber, or “mixed flavoring 
extract” containing gross adulterants or 
representing synthetic compounds only. 
That corn starch has a certain food value 
makes the adulteration, which it is pro- 
posed to legalize, different from any of 
these only in degree. 

The demand for cheaper flour at cost 
of its quality and food worth exists no- 
where but in the minds of the corn starch 
manufacturers who are back of the adul- 
teration propaganda. A dollar will today 
buy more wholesome food when invested 
in wheat flour than in any other food 
product. Flour is already so cheap, 
based upon its nutritive value, as com- 
pared with other foods, that a demand 
for further cheapness is ridiculous. By 
the wildest stretch of imagination, the 
annual food bill of an American family 
would not be lowered more than a trifle 
in a year by the use of adulterated 
“mixed flour,” and the loss in nourish- 
ment value would be much greater than 
the apparent saving in money cost. 

In spite of all this, so well organized 
is the force behind the adulteration 
scheme that the Ways and Means com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives 
was influenced to spend a week to ten 
days in hearing testimony and argument 
regarding the proposal. At most, pro- 
ponents of special legislation such as 
this rarely hope for more than a hearing 
before a subcommittee; yet in this in- 
stance, the whole committee, with twenty 
or more members in attendance, gave up 
day after day to the hearings. Certainly, 
if millers need any proof of the influence 
of the forces behind the effort, they have 
it in this circumstance alone. 

That the battle will ultimately be won 
can hardly be doubted, for it is scarcely 
conceivable that, after so many years of 
progress in the matter of protecting the 
purity of foods, the whole structure can 
be wrecked by legalizing adulteration of 
the most important food product of them 
all, and the one which is now most com- 


- pletely safeguarded against every sort of 


trickery in both its manufacture and its 
distribution. Millers, however, as well as 
every other industry and every person 
concerned in maintaining the standards 
of purity in foods, must be alert, and 
must fight with all the force they Have. 
If adulteration is to begin with flour, 
there can be little in the way of its exten- 
sion to every other product where selfish 
interest can profit, 


IMPRESSIVE MARKET VIEW 


Crop and Supply Analyzation by Chicago 
Authority—Supports Government Esti- 
mate—Big Carry-Over Exports Vital 
Frederick Uhlmann, of the J. Rosen- 
baum Grain Co., Chicago, summarizes the 
resent wheat market situation as fol- 

Ows: 

The wheat market this year was subject 
to greater fluctuations than usual, which 
were not only caused by indifferent in- 
fluences brought about through the war, 
but also because the trade was more at 
sea than ever regarding the production 
of wheat in the Tesgeat export country, 
namely the United States. 


GOVERN MENT ESTIMATE SUSTAINED 


The government estimated the United 
States wheat crop a little over 1,000,000,- 
000 bus; but the report was generally dis- 
credited, and it was assumed by some of 
our crop experts that, considering the 
large amount of unmerchantable wheat 
and the amount of wheat totally de- 
stroyed by the heavy rains during the 
harvest period, the crop might have been 
reduced by 100,000,000 to 200,000,000 bus. 
This was one of the chief causes of the 
large advance in the price, speculators 
basing all their calculations on this reduc- 
tion of the original estimates on the crop. 

The crop has moved for eight months, 
and we can judge better what its size 
really was. It seems that the government, 
after all, was nearer right than any of 
the experts. I come to this conclusion 
from the fact that receipts of wheat in 
the 11 primary markets which usually 
report were larger in eight months than 
they have ever been in 12 months, with 
the exception of last year; they finally 
promise to be much larger than last year, 
when the crop was 900,000,000 bus. 


WHEAT CROP BILLION BUSHELS OR MORE 


Estimating the amount of wheat which 
never comes to primary markets, and 
which goes direct to‘mills, and the amount 
that is used for seed, no other conclusions 
can be arrived at except that we must 
have raised about 1,000,000,000 bus of 
wheat, or more. The present receipts in 
all markets being larger than ever before 
leads me to believe that the farmers’ re- 
serves also must be the largest ever re- 
ported. 

There has been no question as to the 
size of the Canadian crop, being really a 
double crop, and the amount still left in 
farmers’ hands is enormous. Australia 
had to import last year, but has an ex- 
— surplus this year of 80,000,000 
mus. Argentina has more wheat to ship 
than last year. Wherever we turn, there 
is more wheat than last year, and also 
what is called the “world’s visible sup- 
ply” is 75,000,000 bus larger than last 
year. 

It is fair to assume that the world 
will carry over 300,000,000 to 400,000,000 
bus more wheat than last year into the 
new crop, and this would about jibe with 
the crop estimates of the Rome Institute, 
which made the world’s crop that much 
larger; and assuming that the consump- 
tion the world over was about the same 
as last year, such a carry-over would 
have been figured on. 

All the above calculations leave out of 
consideration the enormous surplus of 
Russia, which is not available at present. 
However, it always must be a danger to 
the bull speculator for a long pull, par- 
ticularly in the face of the present Turk- 
ish defeats, and the possibility that soon- 
er or later there will be peace at least on 
the part of Turkey, which would make 
these supplies available. 


A PRICE-MAKING FACTOR 


A factor which also enters into price- 
making this year is the difficulty experi- 
enced in shipping wheat. However, I 
assume that ways will be found to move 
the crops whenever prices warrant it. We 
shall enter the next year apparently with 
the largest amount of carry-over, but 
with a smaller acreage than in 1915; and 
as the 1915 crop was phenomenal, it is 
not likely to be repeated again. However, 
the large stocks will be quite an offset 
against the probable reduction in yields. 

As the price of wheat finally will be 
determined by the export situation, it is 
significant that, with the larger crop 
which we raised, the exports of American 
wheat so far on this crop are about 
70,000,000 to 75,000,000 bus smaller than 


last year, and as from now on Canada, 
Australia and Argentina will ship more 
wheat than last year, the presumption is 
that we shall ship every month less wheat 
than last year. 


Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 
Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundreds omitted in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 
-————_Acres—_—_,. ->—-Bushels—_, 
Winter Spng Total WintSpng Tot 


1915.. 40,453 19,445 659,898 655 356 1,012 
1914.. 36,008 17,533 63,541 685 206 891 
1913.. 31,699 18,485 60,184 524 240 763 
1912.. 26,571 19,243 45,815 400 330 730 
1911.. 29,162 20,381 49,543 431 191 621 
1910.. 27,829 18,362 465,681 434 201 635 
1909.. 28,330 18,303 46,723 446 291 737 
1908.. 30,026 17,531 47,557 438 227 665 
1907.. 28,405 16,800 45,211 409 225 634 
1906.. 29,951 17,355 47,306 493 242 735 
1905.. 29,983 17,872 47,354 419 273 693 
1904.. 27,031 17,044 44,075 325 228 552 
1903.. 32,510 16,954 49,465 402 236 638 
1902.. 26,657 19,545 46,202 863 307 670 





HEAVY SELLING OF WHEAT 


Chicago Holders Forced to Sell, and Admit 
Great Losses—Prices Sharply Affected 
by Violent Change in Market Tone 


Cuicaco, Itu., Feb. 29.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Liquidation has run its course. 
Northern spring wheat is relatively Ic 
lower compared with May. Export sales 
here, 330,000 bus of hard winter and 
northern spring. Seaboard sold 1,750,000 
bus the past two days for export, includ- 
ing 750,000 bus of hard winter at the 
Gulf, part of it at le under May. 

An advance in commission rates on 
1,000-bu lots to $2.50 was adopted by a 
vote of 373 to 261. 


MAIL REPORT ON LAST WEEK’S MARKET 

Bull leaders in wheat have given up 
the fight. James A. Patten and Arthur 
Cutten,.who held the largest local lines, 
are credited with selling over 6,000,000 
bus Thursday and Friday, and by their 
followers nearly as much more, ‘The 
price for May delivery dropped nearly 
12c in four days, and almost 163,¢ in six 
days. From the high point of Jan. 26, 
May declined 22c and July almost 15c. 
The wheat was bought on the decline by 
the Armour Grain Co., Lichtstern, Bar- 
rett and other large shorts. 


EXPORT SALES 


ixport buying of United States wheat 
has p ec off materially, and the de- 
mand appears to be mainly for Mani- 
tobas. Chicago houses have done a good 
business in the latter, on the basis of 7c 
over Chicago May for No. 1 northern and 
5c over for No. 2 northern, c.i.f. Buffalo, 
shipment in May. 

The Dutch government bought a cargo 
of spring wheat on Friday, but most of 
the Manitobas were taken by the British 
government. Exporters say that mae 
all the foreign requirements for Marc 
shipment have been provided for, which 
will fill all available tonnage for next 
month’s loading. C. H. CHatien. 





Canadian Mill Auditor Dead 

Toronto, Onv., Feb. 28.—A. D. Mc- 
Kay, auditor of the Western Canada 
Flour Mills Co,, Ltd., died suddenly at 
his home in Winnipeg on Feb. 19. Mr. 
McKay was a native of Nova Scotia. In 
his earlier years he followed railroading, 
and had risen to the position of treasurer 
of the Manitoba & Northwestern Rail- 
way, now a part of the Canadian Pacific, 
before giving up that occupation for 
commercial life. Something over two 
years ago he became auditor of the West- 
ern Canada company. He was 61 years 
old when he died. 





A. H. Bamey. 





Resales of Flour 

Tortepo, Ouro, Feb. 28.—As illustrative 
of the trouble caused by resales of flour 
at lower prices than mills can offer, a 
broker ol dealer at Columbia, S. C., sent 
out circular letters in January claiming 
to have flour booked with nine different 
mills, which were named, and offering 
this flour at 15@25c below mill prices. 
“Of course, you understand,” the circular 
explained, “that we can only sell the 
mill’s customer in a town where they have 
a customer.” 

Another buyer, with a bad reputation 
as a speculator and repudiator of con- 
tracts when the market goes against him, 
was reported as having 60,000 bbls of 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


flour which he was quoting at 
ridiculously low prices all over the state. 
Nearly every that sold to this dealer 
last had trouble with him. 

B who have more flour bough 
than t can use have been g a 
turn at resale business. The ~~ 
ing thing is that a number of small - 
ers, whose requirements are not in excess 
of six to eight cars a year, have in some 
cases two or three years’ supply bought. 
Naturally all this excess flour, wherever 
held, is being resold at prices sufficiently 
below mill limits to move it. 

Only the advance in the market has 
saved millers a great deal of trouble. 
Should the market decline radically, it is 
not too late yet for some sorrow to be 
caused thereby. With the coming of a 
more bearish feeling recently, many buy- 
ers have shown a disposition to get rid of 


surplus bookings. 
W. H. Wicern, Jr. 


oe 





THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbls: Feb. 27 Feb. 28 

Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 
Minneapolis .. ..393,380 368,620 335,470 346,980 
Duluth-Superior 25,000 39,900 29,750 20,435 


, Milwaukee ,.... 10,000 11,000 13,000 14,665 





Totals ....... 428,380 419,520 378,220 382,080 
Outside mills*..206,750 ...... 191,560 





eeeeee 569,780 


Ag’gate sprg.635,130 





St. Louis 20,600 27,600 23,500 27,600 
St. Louist . - 40,000 50,800 43,800 33,800 
Buffalo .... -112,200 132,700 122,700 110,250 
DIOCPONE saccccce 14,000 16,700 13,200 14,500 
Rochester ..... 12,200 12,400 15,200 12,500 
Chicago ....... 26,000 24,500 20,500 17,500 


Kansas City.... 67,800 68,200 55,500 33,800 
Kansas Cityt...204,920 210,876 170,710 159,100 
Toledo 32,700 36,200 20,000 28,700 


TOISESE 2 ccsvec 74,315 79,450 64,085 71,900 
Nashville** .... 93,815 64,390 90,330 53,250 
a TREE 14,751 26,512 16,976 ...... 
TASOMR cesccse 24,190 22,400 28,600 ...... 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 


The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 

Feb. 27 Feb. 28 


Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...... 81 76 75 79 
Duluth-Superior .. 69 $111 83 67 
Outside mills* .... 68 70 63 67 
Average spring.. 76 76 70 73 
Milwaukee ........ 41 45 50 64 
St. Lettie .vccccces 51 70 58 70 
St. Louist ........ 66 80 73 54 
BuRale o.cccscvcee 67 80 89 80 
DOtPON .cccccccccs 86 95 73 86 
Rochester ........ 60 61 73 63 
CRIGRGO scovccives 96 93 70 58 
Kansas City ...... 95 95 78 63 
Kansas Cityft ..... 75 79 67 71 
DOHOGS sc cccccececs a 42 60 
POlOGOF cccccccsos 64 68 45 65 
Nashville**® ....... 69 63 58 54 
BOattle ..cccccvees 36 65 42 rs 
TACOMB ccscccsves 44 39 56 
Average .....++. 71 75 67 67 
Minnesota-Dakotas 76 76 70 73 
Other states ...... 67 74 63 67 


Flour output for week ending Feb. 26 at 
all above points shows a decrease of 4 per 
cent compared with week ending Feb. 19. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 

§Operating seven days. 


mills, in- 





Moisture Helps Southwestern Wheat 


Kansas Crry, Mo., Feb. 29.—(Special 
Telegram)—Two or three inches of snow 
fell over eastern and central Kansas 
and part of Nebraska Saturday to Mon- 
day. The fall was lighter in western 
districts. High temperatures are causing 
snow rapidly to disappear, supplying 
welcome surface moisture. Reports from 
wheat are generally better. 


R. E. Sreruine. 





Votes Against Free Wheat 


Toronto, Ont., Feb. 28.—Conservative 
party in Canadian House of Commons 
voted down free wheat resolution Wednes- 
day night by a majority of 33. This dis- 
poses of the question until election, which 
is due next year. 

A. H. Barrey. 
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DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Fleur Lower, and Market Unsettled—Good 
Sales in the East—Millfeed 
Quiet and Dull 

{Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 

Puirapevpuia, Pa., Feb. _29.—Flour 
unsettled and lower, in sympathy with 
wheat, with buyers holding off. Quota- 
tions, 196 lbs, in wood: winter clear, $5.20 
@5A0; straight, $5.50@5.70; patent, $5.80 
@6.10; Kansas clear, $4.80@5.15; straight, 
$5.20@5.50; patent, $5.50@5.70,—all in 
sacks. Spring first clear, $5.15@5.40; 
Straight, $5.30@5.50; patent, $5.75@6. 
Favorite brands, $6.25@6.75. City mills’ 
choice and fancy patent, $6.25@6.75. 
City mills’ regular grades: winter clear, 
$5.20@5.40; straight, $5.50@5.70; patent, 
$5.80@6.10. Samus t S. DanieLs. 


Cuicaco, Inu., Feb. 29.—Flour values 
are exceedingly irregular, and show a 
decline of fully 50c within the past week. 
There has been a great deal of buying, 
mainly of spring wheat patents and 
straights, but not as great an amount in 
Chicago as in the eastern markets. Spring 
wheat patents are quoted at $5@5.30, 
jute, with sales reported as low as $4.60, 
ulk. Southwestern 95 per cent patents 
are quoted at $4.80@5.10, jute; soft 
wheat patents, $5.15@5.35, jute. 

C. H. Cuaien. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 29.—A quiet de- 
mand for flour at lower prices. Minne- 
apolis patents, $5.30@5.35, with spring 
country patents $5.75@6.15 and New 
York spring patents ranging up to $6.50 
in wood. Special short patents, $6.75@ 
7.25 in wood. Spring first clears, in 
sacks, $5@5.50. Kansas hard wheat pat- 
ents, in sacks $5.30@5.80. Soft winter 
patents, $5.70@6 in wood. Millfeed quiet, 
with no material change in prices. 

Louis W. DrePass. 


Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 29.—The ex- 
cited and generally lower wheat market has 
taken all life out of the flour trade. Buy- 
ers are keeping informed on prices but 
waiting for a more settled market. Mill 
quotations are not promptly influenced by 
wheat price changes, and all quotations 
are made on direct inquiry and subject to 
confirmations. R. E. Srerxrne. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Feb. 29.—Flour de- 
mand quiet, with inquiries on the decline 
more numerous. Millers are not meeting 
the full decline in wheat, although have 
reduced asking prices about 10@15c¢ bbl 
for all grades. No export reported. 
Millfeed dull and nominally unchanged. 

Perer Derwien. 

Mitwaukee, Wis., Feb. 29.—Hard 
spring wheat patents, $6.40@6.50, in 
wood; clears, $5.20@5.30 in jute. Rye 
flour, pure, $5.50 in wood. Light de- 
mand. Millfeed lower. Bran, $20.50; 
standard fine middlings, $22.50; rye feed, 
$22. Fair demand. H. N. Wutson. 


Battimore, Mp., Feb. 29.—Flour shows 
further weakness, despite a rally in wheat, 
with no demand except at bankrupt 
prices. Millfeed 50c ton lower on spring 
middlings; otherwise unchanged and dull 
throughout. Cuartes H. Dorsey. 





Price-Lightburne Hearing 


At New Orleans, last week, Examiner 
Satterfield, of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, took testimony in the com- 
plaint of F. H. Price & Co. and R. W. 
Lightburne, Jr., against the four-months 
time limit for filing export loss and dam- 
age claims. This case was originally set 
for hearing at New York, but no testi- 
mony was submitted there, nor was any 
evidence put in at a later hearing set for 
Chicago. This was because of the pros- 
pect of a compromise between millers’ 
representatives and the carriers. 

At New Orleans, however, the millers 
and their export representatives submit- 
ted a considerable volume of testimony 
tending to prove the inability of shippers 
to complete their damage claim files with 
the present time limit for filing. . 

H. G. Wilson, of Toledo, Ohio, presi- 
dent of the National Traffic League, has 
general charge of the case for the millers 
and their representatives, and testimony 
at New Orleans was put in by A. J. Hunt, 
Charles L. Roos, F. H. Price and R. W. 
Lightburne, Jr. 
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NEW LAKE LINE ORGANIZED 


Ww. J. Conners and Associates Buy 35 Ves- 
sels from Former Lines—James Carey 
Evans President of New Company 


Ever since the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, by some inscrutable process 
of reasoning, discovered that, in passing 
the Panama Canal act, it was the inten- 
tion of Congress to prevent the railways 
from owning and operating steamers on 
the Great Lakes, and issued its ruling 
preventing such operation and ownership 
in the future, shippers who depended for 
transportation on the established lake 
routes have been anxious concerning the 
prospects for a continuation of facilities, 
and a responsible system whereby their 
products could be carried to market by 
this waterway, so essential to their con- 
tinued activity. 

Most of the established lake lines, 
owned by railways, after making every 
possible effort to induce the commission 
to reconsider its reactionary ruling, 
finally concluded that further attempts in 
this direction were futile, and to the 
great satisfaction of the chronic railway 
baiters and a few walking delegates em- 
ployed by narrow-minded commercial or- 
ganizations, decided to retire from busi- 
ness with the close of the season of 1915. 
To this end, they disposed of as many of 
their boats as could be used on the ocean, 
where a great demand for vessels exists, 
and proceeded to disintegrate their lake 
line organizations. 

Commercial bodies in various cities on 
the lakes, dominated by the more intelli- 
gent and farseeing type of shippers, who 
recognized the fallacy of employing walk- 
ing delegates to protect their freight in- 
terests, began a movement which had for 
its object an appeal to Congress for re- 
lief from the intolerable situation which 
the ruling of the commission threatened 
to bring about. A feeble effort was made 
by the anti-railway element to rally sup- 
port to one lone “independent” line which 
gained its approval, but apart from this, 
and a vague hope that “something would 
be done” by somebody, somewhere, to 
overcome the effect of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission’s drastic ruling, 
there was nothing, at the close of the 
season, to indicate that, when the next 
season opened, there would be in exist- 
ence an organized system of transporta- 
tion large enough to handle a traffic which, 
more than usual, would be dependent 
upon the lake route. 


THE NEW ORGANIZATION 


Forces were at work in Buffalo, how- 
ever, which were earnestly endeavoring 
to solve the problem of preserving the 
business of the Great Lakes from ex- 
tinction, by the establishment of a line 
which would comply with the ruling by 
being entirely independent of railway 
ownership and control, and, at the same 
time, would be of such size and strength 
as to give assurance to the shipper of 
those qualities of responsibility, system 
and effectiveness which are essential to 
the needs of modern transportation. 

Active in this undertaking were Wil- 
liam James Conners, of Buffalo, and a 
number of eastern and western capitalists 
who had confidence in his proposals to 
take over and operate the most important 
vessels remaining in the hands of the lines 
owned and operated by the railways. 

The result of this effort has been the 
formation of the Great Lakes Transpor- 
tation Co., an absolutely independent 
corporation having no affiliation or con- 
nection with any railway line, and pro- 
posing to serve on a basis of fair rates 
and equitable divisions, with system, reg- 
ularity and full responsibility, the ports 
of Duluth, Superior, Milwaukee and 
Chicago, in the West, and Detroit, Cleve- 
land, Erie and Buffalo, in the East, to- 
gether with the vast territory contiguous 
to these cities which seeks its outlet over 
the lake waterways. 


THIRTY-FIVE STEAMERS PURCHASED 


This company has purchased outright 
the Anchor Line fleet, of 12 vessels, that 
of the Western Transit Line, nine vessels; 
eight steamers of the Mutual Transit Co; 
four of the Erie Railroad lake line, and 
two of the Rutland Transit Co. This will 
give the new company a total of 35 
steamers, all of modern equipment and 
large carrying capacity. 

The same interest will own the mag- 
nificent freight and passenger steamers, 
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formerly the property of the Anchor 
Line, the Octorara, Juniata and Tionesta, 
which will be operated on practically the 
same schedule as last year, thus affording 
the public the passenger service on 
Great Lakes to which it is accustomed, 
and which has become so popular because 
of its moderate cost and superior quality. 

The president of the Great Lakes 
Transportation Co. is to be James Carey 
Evans, of Buffalo, formerly general 
manager of the Anchor Line, who, by his 
efficiency and straightforwardness, has 
earned and obtained the confidence, re- 
spect and esteem of the shipping public 
which he has faithfully served for many 
years. 

THE NEW PRESIDENT 

As an earnest of the new company’s 
desire and intent to be fully worthy of 
the good will of those who use its steam- 
ers, the appointment of Mr. Evans is most 
fortunate. He thoroughly understands 
the lake transportation business, having 
been born and bred to it. His family has 
been prominent in this important and de- 
veloping interest for 84 years. William 
Evans, his great-grandfather, came from 
Baltimore to Buffalo in 1832, and built 
the Evans Ship Canal. His grandfather, 
James Carey Evans, was engaged in lake 
transportation. His father, the late Ed- 
win T. Evans, owned and operated a line 
of ships on the lakes, and was a pioneer 
in developing east-and-west traffic by this 
route. When the Anchor Line, of the 
Pennsylvania Railway, was organized, he 
became its general manager, and so re- 
mained until his death a few years ago. 
Meantime James Carey Evans, upon com- 
pleting his education, entered the com- 
pany’s service, later becoming western 
and finally general manager of the line. 

Beyond his great capacity for organi- 
zation and his genius for hard work, Mr. 
Evans has been distinguished by his 
frank, generous and fair-minded consid- 
eration for the legitimate interests of the 
shipper. His policy of treatment has been 
the maintenance of incorruptible relations 
between the shipper and the carrier. No 
underhanded dealings, no private conces- 
sions to individual shippers at the ex- 
pense of others less favored, in return 
for freight shipments have been counte- 
nanced or tolerated by him. He has con- 
sistently and continuously insisted upon 
absolutely open and _ straightforward 
principles, even at the sacrifice of vol- 
ume of business, and in all his transac- 
tions with the shipping public he has 
shown a determination to be just and 
fair, exacting for his company no more 
than the service it gave was worth, and 
striving, always and earnestly, to meet 
the requirements of the traffic in a spirit 
of friendliness, courtesy and good will. 

In his discharge of the new and en- 
larged responsibilities placed upon him 
by his appointment to the presidency of 
the newly organized company, Mr. Evans 
will bring to his support the same high 
principles, the same exalted conception 
of the ideal relations between carrier and 
shipper, and the same energy, ability and 
understanding that have enabled him to 
gain such distinguished success in the 
past. And to the thousands who have 
done business with him, and who fully 
appreciate the standards he has main- 
tained, the fact that he is to be president 
of the Great Lakes Transportation Co. 
will be accepted as a guaranty that the 
new line will be independent in fact as 
well as name, and will serve the public 
diligently, faithfully, honestly and fairly. 
So doing, it cannot fail of success, and 
its creation will prove to be another evo- 
lution in lake transportation which will 
mean a further advance for the interests 
of both the shipper and the carrier. 





Death of Hugh Paul 

Lonpon, Ene., Feb. 9.—As_ reported 
today by cable to The Northwestern 
Miller, Hugh Paul, a director of the firm 
of T. S. Medill & Sons, Ltd., London, 
died suddenly last night. He had been at 
his office and on the market as usual dur- 
ing the day, and was apparently quite 
well, but at Hyde Park Corner tube 
station, on his way home, he suddenly 
collapsed, and appears to have died imme- 
diately. He was taken to St. George’s 
Hospital, but was already dead when the 
hospital was reached. 

Mr. Paul was about 54 years of age, 
and a son of the former head of the firm 
of Ross T. Smyth & Co., Live l, the 
late Edward Paul. He was well known 


in the flour and milling trades both on 
this side and in America. For many 
years, during the early part of his life, he 
was in America farming and breedin 
prize cattle, and at that time pos 
some of the most valuable strains of im- 
ported cattle in the United States. He 
also had several years’ experience in Ar- 
gentina, and on his return to England 
from that country he became a partner in 
T. S. Medill & Sons, Ltd., with which he 
was always associated thereafter. He 
made several tripS to America and Can- 
ada in the interests of this firm. 

He had many friends on the London 
market, and the news of his sudden death 
was received with the deepest sorrow. 
His brother, Edward Paul, of Ross T. 
Smyth & Co., is for the present living in 
London, being a member of the Interna- 
tional Foodstuffs committee. Mr. Paul 
leaves a wife, who is at present nursing 
in a Red Cross hospital in France, and 
two sons. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 





LONDON FLOUR MUCH LOWER 


Prices Take Big Drop from Previous Week— 
Market Is Quiet—Practically No Forward 
Business—Spot Selling Moderate 


Lonpon, Ena., Feb. 29.—(Special Ca- 
ble)—There is a big drop in prices, and 
trade is very quiet. There is practically 
no forward business, but there is mod- 
erate selling on spot of old purchases. 

Flour quotations, per 280-Ib sack, are 
as follows: American spring wheat pat- 
ents, 45s (46s 9d last week); American 
spring wheat clears, 43s; Canadian ex- 
port patents, 44s (46s 6d last week); 
Kansas export patents, 44s; American 
soft winter patents, 45s (48s last week) ; 
Canadian soft wheat patents, 45s; low- 
grades, 34s. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 


Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, Feb. 29.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for weeks ending 
on following dates, were: Feb, 27 Feb, 28 
Destination— Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 





BORGO cn vse 15,983 41,153 101,569 38,468 
Liverpool ...... 14,347 7,726 1,000 6,475 
Glasgow osee62 33,000 24,786 5,178 29,283 
BOP ai ckeeere 64066 19,000 13,000 3,200 
DE Kedetedeesé. ven 6,582 2,400 357 
Christiania .... ..... MeSGe ovens 0050s 
ee 4,000 5,035 1,570 7,856 
Re ee ae tea 357 
Manchester .... 9,000 10,000 ..... 214 
EL hs Oh hbo. ROBES aed TAS cece 
oo. ee 64,289 8,812 rere 
| ee eee ikens. 20500 baes 
OE a, Ae ee 357 
NR. 3 4 04 a506-3s exits —Cabawh 3,214 
Rotterdam .... 4,948 ..... 23,143 214 
a, MELE CCL EET a eee sl te. 
Copenhagen ... 7,909 23,708 37,413 7,929 
Norway, Sweden 11,316 ..... 30,339 643 
GE cicctces Gavan eee BUMEO <acce 
GMO. Sencanss vs 5,937 6,927 10,468 ..... 
eg Me eee 2,850 5,470 4,677 558 
San Domingo .. 335 3,832 3,349 2,491 
Other W. I.’s.. 14,642 18,060 29,540 14,281 
Cen. America... 8,000 11,150 1,000 ..... 
oo. ae eee 4,938 14,498 23,911 8,284 
Other S. A. ... 1,430 3,199 7,599 4,838 
B. N. America, 126 540 2,507 200 
i, eee 831 294 12,927 10,078 
Totals .......215,881 217,054 334,614 139,297 











Foreign Exchange at Minneapolis 


Foreign exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 


Sight 3-day 60-day 

Bere $4.76 5-16 $4.76@4.76% $4.72% 
WOM BO cvacs 4.76% eee + @4.76 4.72% 
POR. BB nce 4.76% «++-@4.76% 4.72% 
WOM. BB neces 4.76 5-16 --@4.76% 4.72% 
ee. Oe scene 4.76% -+»-@4.76% 4.72% 
POR GD indices 4.76% --@4.76% 4.72% 
Three-day guilders were quoted today 


(Feb. 29) at 42 7-16. 





Sweden Forms Overseas Trust 
New York, N. Y., Feb. 28.—Nielsen & 
Lundbeck, New York agents of the 
Swedish American Line, received a mes- 
sage from their home office last week to 
the effect that hereafter all exports from 
the United States handled by the line 
must be consigned to the Swedish Food 
Commission or to the Swedish government. 
It is understood that the commission is 
modeled after the Netherlands Overseas 
Trust, which now handles shipments to 
Holland with the sanction of Great 
Britain, and that it is intended to pre- 
vent reshipments to Germany. The 
Netherlands Overseas Trust began opera- 
tions on Jan. 5, 1915. 
W. QuACKENBUSH. 





A business meeting of the members of 
the Northwestern Grain Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation will be held in Helena, Mont., 
March 11, at the Placer Hotel. d 
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REPEAL BILL IS WAITING 


Full Repert of Hearings Printed—Committee 
Has Not Yet Met to Consider Report— 
Indications Faver Pure Flour 

Wasuincton, D. C., Feb. 28.—While 
there have been no meetings of the Ways 
and Means committee, or even conferences 
of the majority or minority members 
thereof, on the mixed-flour question since 
the close of the hearings on the Rainey 
bill, there is a growing impression that 
Representative hainey will not be able to 
get a favorable report on his bill. 

This impression may be premature, be- 
cause it is to be remembered that only 
within the last two days have the hear- 
ings been printed and ready for distri- 
bution among the members of the com- 
mittee, and some time certainly will be 
occupied by them in studying the hear- 
ings before any move will be made to 
take up the question in committee. 

‘Lhe principal reason for believing that 
the mutters and bakers have won their 
case is the fact that some even of the 
Republican members of the committee, 
who at the outset were disposed to favor 
repeal, are now asserting that the case 
presented by the opposition to the Rainey 
vill is much stronger than they expected, 
and in some respects is unansweravle. 

The hearings on the Rainey bill are 
very voluminous, and it is certain that at 
least half of the members of the Ways 
and Means committee, who did not at- 
tend the hearings regularly, will be 
obliged to go through a large part of the 
record if they are to be fully advised as 
to the case. So far as can be learned, 
Representative Rainey has not begun to 
press his case upon the attention of the 
committee, and there are some evidences 
that he has felt that the hearings were 
not particularly favorable to his plan. 
Even the corn products people have shown 
evidences of discouragement. 

It is to be remembered, however, that 
a contest of this kind is never ended 
until the last opportunity for a fight over 
the subject is gone. Representative 
Rainey is an influential member of the 
Ways and Means committee, and he has 
many resources which would help to 
bring out a favorable report, even if some 
of his colleagues should reserve the right 
to oppose the bill when it came on the 
floor of the House. Artruur J. Dover. 





Warning to Importers 

Lonvon, Ena., Feb. 9.—A _ well-known 
importer and millers’ agent on the Lon- 
don market has notified hu his buyers 
that in future, until the war is over, in 
any contracts he makes with them on the 
terms of the London flour contract, he 
will not accept clause 2 of the rules of 
that contract, as/under present conditions 
he does not génsider 30 days sufficient 
time for the buyer to receive the docu- 
ments from the seller in America. 

Clause 2 is as follows: 

“Provisional invoice and date of bill of 
lading shall be handed by the original 
seller to his buyer or buyer’s agent, 
domiciled in London, within seven days 
after the arrival of the documents in 
London, but in no case later than 30 days 
from date of bill of lading if shipped 
from the West, or 21 days if shipped 
from the seaboard, and by subsequent 
sellers in due course, unless arrival of 
mail steamer be delayed by unforeseen 
circumstances. If documents are ren- 
dered within the time stipulated, but 
after arrival of the steamer to which the 
tender refers, landing charges shall be 
borne by the seller. Seller shall render a 
separate invoice for each set of docu- 
ments.” 

There is no doubt that the importer is 
quite right in taking this precaution, for 
with the present delays in mails it some- 
times takes 21 or 22 days for a letter to 
reach here from America, especially from 
the western states. The shipper at times 
requires several days before he can for- 
ward his documents, so it is quite pos- 
sible that they might not reach the buyer 
in London within the stipulated time of 
30 days. 

Should this happen, the buyer would be 
entirely justified in refusing to take up 
the documents. Perhaps, therefore, it 
would be just as well for American mill- 
ers to have an understanding on this 
point with their buyers with whom they 
do business on the London flour contract. 


C. F. G. Rarxes. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
increased 24,760 bbls. ‘The output (week 
ending Feb. 26) was 393,380 bbls, against 
335,470 in 1915, 346,980 in 1914, and 312,- 
305 in 1913. 

The same number of mills is in opera- 
tion this week as last and little change in 
production is looked for. In the same 
week last year, Minneapolis mills turned 
out 279,685 bbls. 

The weekly output was of the follow- 
ing per cent of the maximum capacity: 

Feb, 27 Feb, 28 


Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...... 81 76 75 79 
Outside mils ..... 68 70 63 67 


With a drop of about 15c bu in wheat 
last week, comparatively heavy flour sales 
were made by Minneapolis and interior 
mills. The first taste of this came last 
Tuesday on a drop of 24,c. Then with the 
further decline of 12c Wednesday to Sat- 
urday, many buyers who had been wait- 
ing for a break, came into the market 
and took flour freely. ‘This was particu- 
larly the case with bakers. Jobbers oper- 
ated more conservatively. While there 
was moderate car-lot buying, it did not 
compare with the bookings to bakers. 

Some round lots were taken by bak- 
ers, ranging from 5,000 bbls up to 25,000. 
Of the latter amount, two contracts 
were reported. However, a number of 
sales were of 10,000 to 18,000 bbls. ‘Time 
of shipment ranged up to June. The East 
was the chief buyer, the big seaboard 
markets being the most conspicuously 
represented. 

For the week ended Feb. 26, sales av- 
eraged a good deal over the output, in 
some cases being double. In one in- 
stance, they were even more than double 
the mills’ production. 

With the break of 7c in wheat yester- 
day (Feb. 28), there was even heavier 
buying than was the case last week. In 
some instances mills sold very heavily. A 
good business was again done today, 
though the reaction in the market pre- 
vented important sales. 

Prices have been reduced perhaps 70@ 
80c bbl on patent, but most mills were 
conservative in putting out quotations, 
feeling that the erratic nature of the 
market required great caution about 
committing themselves on prices. The 
mills usually asked for bids, and in case 
the price was satisfactory, and wheat 
hedges could be placed, they were accept- 
ed. Everything was subject to confirma- 
tion. 

From most quarters comes the report 
that shipping directions on old orders are 
slow. Many of the mills are running at 
reduced capacity because of inability to 
get sufficient directions. 

While the shrinkage in wheat during 
the week means that flour recently bought 
at the top of the market represents a loss, 
on old business buyers generally have a 
fairly good margin left. ‘This, in many 
cases, is around 50c bbl. 

Foreign sales of flour during the week 
were small. Great difficulty was experi- 
enced in getting options on ocean room, 
and then importers appeared to not care, 
to operate when wheat was so greatly 
demoralized. Sales reported represented 
possibly 8,000 bags of patent, 7,000 of 
first clear and 4,000 of second clear. 

The mills making fancy clear find it 
moves rather slowly. Most all mills have 
first clear to offer, with not an active de- 
mand for it. Second clear is the strong- 
est of these grades, and most mills, being 
sold ahead, are asking firmer prices. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $5.60 
@6 per 196 lbs in wood. 


Under the influence of a panicky wheat 
market, feed prices at Minneapolis 
dropped $1@1.50 ton for the week. Buy- 
ers’ attention was centered on the break- 
ing grain prices and they could not be 
induced to place orders. Should today’s 
reaction in wheat hold and prices again 
advance, it is believed g buying of 
feed would result. 

Even the western demand, which has 
been active for several weeks, was slow in 
the last few days in sympathy with the 
general grain market. ‘The East is dead. 
What little trading is going on there is 
confined to reselling of transit shipments. 
Latter are obtainable at about 50c ton 
under what is asked for shipment from 
the West. 

Western jobbers are understood to have 
sold bran in transit during the week at as 
low as $17.50 ton, Minneapolis. Phila- 
delphia is bidding $17.80 for prompt 
shipment bran, but mills say they will 
store rather than sell at this price. 

The larger mills still have good-sized 
bookings for March-May shipment, but 
some of them are meeting with difficulty 
in getting buyers to furnish shipping 
directions on bran. On heavy feed, they 
are well supplied with directions. In 
fact, some mills are behind on deliveries 
on contracts for standard middlings. 

Flour middlings and red dog are in 
fair demand and relatively firm in price. 
Contracts in force are absorbing the pro- 
duction, leaving little to be disposed of 
in mixed cars. 

Mills quote bran at $19@20 ton, in 
100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis; standard 
middlings, $21@22; flour middlings, $25 
@26; red dog, $27@28.50,—latter in 140- 
Ib sacks. 

MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 26 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 21 were in operation Feb. 29: 

Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill. 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
Cc, D and E mills, 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., 
Lincoln and Palisade mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill, 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, 
and G mills, 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston's mill. 

The Christian mill is expected to be start- 
ed Wednesday. 


A, B, Anchor, 


D, B, F 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 48 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 50,325 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Feb. 26 they made 206,750 
bbls of flour (representing 930,000 bus 
of wheat), against 191,560 in 1915. 

Forty-eight “outside” mitts last week 
shipped 6,395 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 3,855 in 1915. 

SPRING WHEAT MOVEMENT 

It was a common experience of the big 
elevator companies that farmers’ deliver- 
ies of wheat in the Northwest last week 
were about up to an average. With zero 
weather, the highways have improved 
and are in fairly good condition. This 
has facilitated the hauling of grain to 
country points. 

It is a theory with elevator managers, 
based on long experience, that a heavy 
decline induces farmers to sell their 
wheat, both that held on storage tickets 
and that being delivered. To their sur- 
prise, the farmers did not do that in the 
last week. If anything, they held on to 
their grain more tenaciously than for- 
merly. The shake-out expected did not 
come. 

With a fairly good supply of cars, the 
movement of wheat to Minneapolis has 
been of generous volume, last week’s re- 
ceipts increasing 409,000 bus. Some of 
this came from a cleaning up of wheat 
on sidetracks and country points, where 
it had been delayed in transit by the bad 
weather early in the month. 

A new condition entering into the cash 


market at present is the decline in May 
premiums. This is unfavorable to the 
elevator companies and it may be that they 
will now find less inducement to ship 
wheat from country elevators than has 
been the case. However, Minneapolis re- 
ceipts are expected to continue of good 
volume. 

MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 

Wheat receipts at’ Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 4,376,000 
bus, a net increase over the preceding 
week of 778,000 bus. At Minneapolis 
there was an increase of 904,000 bus, and 
at Duluth a decrease of 126,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Feb. 
26, receipts of wheat were as follows in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 


Minneapolis .... 3,951 1,303 2,678 2,166 1,425 
Duluth .......-. 425 295 41 690 166 

Totals ....... 4,376 1,598 2,719 2,856 1,590 
Duluth, bonded. 844 54 7 437 1,257 


TAM. i555 5,220 1,652 2,726 8,293 2,847 

Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 

Duluth on Feb. 26, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 

Minneap'lis 12,584 13,784 19,178 20,820 18,662 

Duluth ... 13,904 10,154 12,126 13,355 7,671 


.- 26,488 23,938 31,304 34,175 26,333 
1,112 1,191 2,053 





Totals 
Duluth, b’d’d 1,956 174 


.--28,444 24,112 32,416 35,366 28,383 


CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1915, to Feb. 26, 
1916, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 
1915-16 1914-35 1913-14 1912-13 





Totals 








Minneapolis ..114,614 48 71,646 87,582 
Duluth ....... 87,478 60,733 53,258 72,923 

Totals ..... 202,092 131,281 124,904 160,505 
Duluth, bonded 5,783 1,526 3,212 3,874 





Totals ..... 207,875 132,807 128,116 164,379 


UNITED FLOUR MILLS CO. 

Receiver Thayer, of the United Flour 
Mills Co., has filed a statement of that 
company’s liabilities and assets with the 
federal court at Minneapolis. The lia- 
bilities are placed at $798,512 and the 
assets at $1,235,753. 

Items in the liabilities include taxes, 
$3,866; wages, $538; commissions, pre- 
ferred, $1,507; stored grain, given pri- 
ority under law, $25,010; bonds covering 
the mills, $402,000; secured claims, $236,- 
955; unsecured claims, $128,635. The 
secured claims consist of drafts secured 
by bills of lading, etc., representing ship- 
ments, 

In the assets these items occur: mills 
and realty, $643,026; notes, $8,420; stock, 
including grain and products, furniture, 
etc., $76,603; machinery, $28,000; patents 
and trade-marks, $91,266; debts and open 
accounts, $242,206; due from railroads, 
$21,817; stocks and bonds, $75,104; insur- 
ance, $17,101; cash in banks, $16,744. 

There are contingent liabilities arising 
from the sale of 170,000 bbls of flour sold 
when wheat was a great deal lower than 
it is now, but not hedged. The shrinkage 
in these contracts has not been ascer- 
tained. The $75,104 in the assets consists 
of $33,604 in stock of the Sleepy Eye 
Dry Process Co. and of $41,500 in bonds 
on the mills, held in the treasury. 


for wheat and other grain received. 

Necessarily, there will be a big shrink- 
age in the assets, and when the liability 
against them represented in the flour 
contracts is taken into account, no great 
dividend is expected for the unsecured 
creditors. 

The Great Northern Flour Mills Co., 
St. Cloud, Minn., on an arrangement with 
Receiver Thayer, is filling any flour or- 
ders which come in from old customers of 
the company. A. W. Spehr, who was 
superintendent for the company, has 
taken charge of the Great Northern com- 
pany’s mill at St. Cloud. There has been 
some talk on the part of business men at 
Sleepy Eye of the Great Northern com- 
pany taking over the Sleepy Eye mill. 

MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 

A common basis on which flour is being 
sold by mills at interior points in Min- 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, is: 
patent, $6@6.10 per bbl in 98- and 49-lb 
sacks; straights, $5.80@5.90. For lots of 
less than one car 20c is usually added. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are 


/ 
The unsecured claims to the extent of 
$50,686 represent small amounts owen , 
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$22@23 for bran in 100-lb sacks; $24@25 
for shorts, and $28@29 for flour mid- 
dlings. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Arthur McGuire, grain, Duluth, has ap- 
plied for membership in the Minneapolis 
Chamber of Commerce. 

J. F. Slocum, representing the Barber 
Milling Co., of Minneapolis with head- 
quarters at Peoria, Ill, visited head- 
quarters Feb. 25. 

One mill this morning had bids for over 
50,000 bbls F ig-- nosy which it could have 
accepted had May not advanced sharply 
from the opening of $1.06. 

Charles Feassler, of Parrish & Heim- 
becker, Ltd., Toronto, Ont., was in Min- 
neapolis Feb. 25, familiarizing himself 
with grain conditions here. 

At the heavy decline in wheat, the 
durum mills have made comparatively 
good sales of durum flour. This was par- 
ticularly the case on Monday. In the last 
month there has been a good deal better 
demand for durum clear than previously, 
and as a result the mills were able to get 
60@70c bbl more for it than formerly. 
This grade is sold chiefly for export. 

Owing to dissension among its mem- 
bers, the board of regents of the North 
Dakota Agricultural College removed 
John H. Worst, for 20 years president, 
and elected E. F. Ladd, state food com- 
missioner, in his place. The board at the 
same time placed the experiment station 
under the control of the president, which 
gives latter full control of the whole in- 
stitution. 

“We are offering to sell flour abroad 
only for shipment in April from the 
West,” said the sales-manager of a large 
mill. “We can get ocean room for March 
at Baltimore and Philadelphia, but the 
western roads won’t accept shipment. 
From New York and Boston, March room 
cannot be had. Hence we have decided 
to not try to sell for March shipment 
from the West.” 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 

Theodore Kipp, milling engineer, of 
Winnipeg, was in Minneapolis Feb. 26. 

John Schollard, a millwright employed 
in the Gardner mill at Hastings, Minn., 
died suddenly Feb. 26. 

M. B. Moon, a miller who has been at 
Harvey, N. D., is now in Minneapolis 
looking for employment. 

The 90-bbl mill of the Hobson (Mont.) 
Farmers’ Mill & Elevator Co., which re- 
cently burned, is to be rebuilt. 

The Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., Minne- 
apolis, has placed an order with the Allis- 
Chalmers Co. for 18 double stands of 10x 
36-inch rolls, for its A mill. 

John F.. Harrison, manager of the flour 
mill department, and James Forrest, head 
draftsman, for the Allis-Chalmers Co., 
Milwaukee, were in Minneapolis Feb. 28. 

The Minneapolis Roll Grinding & Cor- 
rugating Co. is bankrupt, and E. DeParcq 
has been appointed receiver to wind up 
its affairs. Its liabilities approximate 
$2,500. 

E. I. Barker, head miller of the B mill 
of the Washburn-Crosby Co. at Buffalo, 
N. Y., was in Minneapolis the major por- 
tion of last week, visiting the mills. Mr. 
Barker was formerly a miller in Minne- 
apolis. The mill of which he has charge 
has 8,000 bbls capacity. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston, Minne- 
apolis, will increase the capacity of their 
mill to 1,300 bbls. The contract for the 
equipment for the additional 300 bbls 
has been awarded to James Pye, of the 
Nordyke & Marmon Co. The mill has 
run almost without a stop since Sept. 1. 

Charles W. Frizzell, a practical miller 
who came to Minneapolis in 1872 and was 
long employed in local mills, died at his 
home in this city Feb. 24, aged 63. For 
about six years he had been giving his at- 
tention to the real estate business. He is 
survived by his wife, three sons and two 
daughters, all grown. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 

The premium on track wheat at Minne- 
apolis declined 114¢ bu for the week. 

No. 2 hard Montana wheat on track at 
Minneapolis is selling at 1c under to 
May price. 

Minneapolis wheat stocks 
creased 130,000 bus in three days. 

(Continued on page 593.) 
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The great break in wheat prices has, 
for the moment, almost destroyed trade 
in flour. A few mills report somewhat 
better inquiry, and here and there a mill- 
er reported his trade disposed to buy on 
the lower price level; but these cases were 
exceptional. Most millers found buyers 
disposed to await a more settled market 
and determined to hold otf until they see 
something resembling bottom. 

The whole situation, millers say, de- 
pends upon the immediate future. A firm- 
ing up of prices will certainly result in 
eager buying of flour, while a continua- 
tion of weak, sagging and unsettled mar- 
kets will be interpreted in a very slack 
demand for new flour supplies. 

So far as can be determined, flour 
stocks are rather low, and millers believe 
that there has got to be substantial buy- 
ing sooner or later. This is, however, in a 
measure disputed by the circumstance 
that some mills found directions slow and 
the trade in no apparent need of the 
flour it already has coming. 

A feature of the situation was a slight 
revival in export business. Most of the 
new trade was in small lots. Prices were 
close, and acceptance of bids was, in 
nearly every case, made possible by sharp 
market declines following dispatch of the 
bid from the other side. 

Flour prices are sharply lower. It is 
difficult to name prices, but the market 
is fairly represented by a quotation of 
around $4.80, bulk, Kansas City, for 95 
per cent flour. The flour market did not, 
on the whole, echo the full wheat decline. 
Measured by the May price, flour should 
have been 60@70c bbl lower, but the full 
decline was not over 40@50c, and clears 
were not more than 25@35c lower, com- 
pared with a week ago. 

* * 


The market for millfeed slumped bad- 
ly. There was very little demand for 
bran, and prices were nearly $1.50 ton 
lower. The demand for shorts was, how- 
ever, fairly good, and prices were little 
changed on the week. Nearly all of the 
millfeed demand is from the Southwest. 
Prices are in line for shipment to the 
East, but there is no demand from there. 

* + 


Wheat was in fair demand on the lower 
market. The May price was about I4c 
lower in Kansas City market. Cash wheat 
was down about 10c, but the full measure 
of the break in futures was not echoed 
in the closing cash market, because nearly 
all of the wheat was carried over unsold. 
A milling mixture here is worth the May 
price to 2c lower, but in interior Kansas 
2@5c higher are being paid. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 

The output of Kansas City mills, rep- 
resenting a weekly capacity of 71,100 
bbls, with comparisons, as reported to 
The Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. of 
output activity 
pr 2. Peres ree eer er 67,800 95 
Week previous .........++- 68,200 95 
BOGE. GOGO Cnscdeedere Teens 55,500 78 
Two years ago .......s.00% 33,000 . 63 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 

Last week brought mild, fair weather 

to the Southwest. This condition is gen- 
erally favorable to wheat. 

In southern districts, principally Okla- 
homa, the wheat responded to the higher 
temperature by starting its spring 
growth. In the rest of the territory the 


plant continues dormant. 

There is much less talk of winter-kill- 
ing, particularly of the effects of ice cov- 
ering in December and January. Those 
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who have been over any considerable 
amount of territory say that the wheat 
looks well. The stand is fair, but 
the plant is short and hardly more than 
shows the drill rows. This, in itself, how- 
ever, means nothing, since there is no 
advantage whatever in a strong, rank 
growth at this season of the year. 

There are: many insect reports. In 
Kansas there is undoubtedly more than a 
normal presence of Hessian fly, and the 
zone of infestation extends further west 
than in previous years. In Texas, the 
green bug has already done widespread 
damage. This zone of damage may ex- 
tend into Oklahoma, but, so far, reports 
from that state are not at all disquieting. 


SOUTHWESTERN FARM RESERVES 


Well-informed grain merchants and 
millers in the Southwest estimate that 
practically 30 per cent of the wheat crop 
remains in farmers’ hands in Kansas, 
with probably a somewhat larger propor- 
tion of the crop held back in Nebraska. 
This is exclusive of the very substantial 
stocks held by millers and by country 
grain dealers, who have been prevented 
from shipping wheat to market by lack 
of cars. All appearances still indicate 
that the Southwest is full of wheat. 

In spite of this, interior millers are 
finding it difficult to secure supplies of 
wheat for milling. The reason for this is 
chiefly, however, the car shortage, which 
prevents a normal movement from coun- 
try stations. There seems to be plenty 
of wheat in second hands, but it is hard 
to get this to mill or to market. 

SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 

The output of 60 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 


capacity for week tivity 
Last week ...... 274,620 204,919 75 
Week previous... 264,420 210,876 79 
YOOr AGO .occccee 254,370 170,711 67 
Two years ago... 223,500 159,112 we 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 14,487 bbls last week, 12,072 the 
week previous, 7,504 a year ago and 9,933 
two years ago. 

Out of 60 mills reporting, 4 reported 
domestic business good, 14 fair and 34 
slow and quiet. 

A few mills picked up a little export 
business by being able to accept cabled 
bids on market breaks. 


CAR SHORTAGE INCREASES 


The shortage of boxcars in the South- 
west is growing worse, and in many cases 
mills are forced down to half-time be- 
cause of inability to make shipments. 
Even at Kansas City, with the great ter- 
minal market car supply, mills cannot 
get sufficient cars for the shipment of 
flour and feed. 

In Kansas, Oklahoma and Nebraska 
there is much wheat at country stations 
awaiting shipment to market. At many 
points elevators are full and local wheat 
dealers are piling wheat on the ground. 
In scores of cases, country grain dealers 
have incurred substantial losses by reason 
of inability to market their stocks before 
the break in prices. It is estimated that 
not less than 12,000,000 to 15,000,000 bus 
of wheat are held by millers and country 
grain dealers in Kansas alone. 


M. LASKER VERY ILL 
M. Lasker, president and principal 
owner of the Texas Star Flour Mills, 
Galveston, Texas, is critically ill and his 
life is desnaired of. 
NOTES 
C. B. Spaulding, of the New Century 
Co., Chicago, visited millers -here last 
week. 
A company is being organized at Gene- 
seo, Kansas, with the purpose of building 
a small flour mill there. 


John D. Cain, of J. H.-Cain & Sons, 
Jacksonville, Ill, spent a part of last 
week in Kansas City and in Kansas. 

The largest car of wheat ever received 
at this market was shipped by a Hays 
City, Kansas, dealer last week. It con- 
tained 2,270 bus. 

A. J. Hunt, president of the New Era 
Milling Co., Arkansas City, Kansas, was 
here late in the week on his way home 
from New Orleans, where he testified in 
the Price-Lightburne export claims case 
hearing. . 

Theodore F. Ismert, of the Ismert- 
Hincke Milling Co., Kansas City, left last 
night for the South. He was accompanied 
by Mrs. Ismert, and will visit New Or- 
leans and other southern and southeastern 
markets in the course of the next fort- 
night. 

August J. Bulte, vice-president of the 
Larabee Flour Mills Co., Hutchinson, 
Kansas, spent a part of last week here. 
He says that demand for flour has been 
quite satisfactory right along and is of 
the opinion that the lower level of wheat 
prices will create a clearer atmosphere 
and result in better spring trading con- 
ditions. 

Frank Kell, of the Wichita Mill & Ele- 
vator Co., Wichita Falls, Texas, and in- 
terested in numerous other milling con- 
cerns in the Southwest, returned last 
week from a brief business visit in Eng- 
land. Mr. Kell said he had no exciting 
experience so far as war conditions were 
concerned, but had the unenviable experi- 
ence of a voyage lasting 16 days in com- 
ing from Plymouth to New York, eight 
days of which were violently stormy. 

F. J. Becker, of the Texas Star Flour 
Mills, Galveston, spent a part of the 
week in Kansas City. Mr. Becker says 
that his company has just now completed 
repairs to its elevator and marine leg 
facilities which were destroyed in the 
great storm of last August. He reports 
a very satisfactory current trade in flour 
to the West Indies and Central America, 
but says his company has done virtually 
nothing in Mexico recently. Texas wheat 
is, he believes, seriously damaged by 
green bugs and he does not look for more 
than half a normal crop in_ the state. 


OKLAHOMA 


Demand for flour is quiet. In local 
territory dealers apparently have a 30- 
day supply, and in the southeast resales 
of old purchases of flour still command 
the market. The prospect for March is 
not encouraging. 

The past week was favorable for wheat. 
Although the nights were frosty, the 
days were warm. A drive of 66 miles in 
the territory about Enid discovered the 
wheat plant to be in good condition. The 
rows are well filled. Hessian fly is un- 
doubtedly in the fields, but there has not 
yet been any damage from the first crop 
of fly. So far the plant has not stooled. 
Perhaps 1 per cent of the acreage has 
been plowed up and is being seeded to 
oats. 

There is doubtless some winter-killing 
in the western part of the state. Never- 
theless, there is a present prospect for 
an average wheat crop in Oklahoma, al- 
though, of course, there are many trou- 
bles yet to be passed through. At the 
present time the ground is clean and 
moist, and weather and soil conditions are 
generally satisfactory. 


WICHITA 

Demand for flour from this section is 
exceedingly quiet. Declining wheat mar- 
kets, together with the uncertainty as to 
just what the final outcome would be, 
seems to have discouraged buyers in all 
sections. Actual sales of flour have 
gradually become less, until, at present, 
they are smaller than at any time on the 
present crop. 

Business is confined to established trade 
in local territory, for immediate ship- 
ment. Shipping directions are hard to 
obtain. Conditions in the wheat market 
are so unsettled that mills are not at- 
tempting to force trade. They have re- 
duced quotations 20@30c making the pre- 
vailing price in this section $6 bbl, 48-lb 
cottons, delivered 15c rate points. 

* . 
* Trade in millfeed continues very quiet, 
with reductions in both bran and shorts. 
Bran is bringing around 90c, basis Mis- 


souri River, in straight cars; sho 15 
oie raight cars; shorts, $1 
* # 


Movement of wheat trom farms last 
ee ee ee ee Oe ee Ore 
crop, at man ints country bu 
were unable to ‘oie ame of stake, Ove 
to the lack of storage room in elevators 
occasioned by the car Some 
stations ie ag: as much as 1,500 to 
2,000 bus daily last week, and in many 
instances the wheat is being piled on the 
ground until cars can be secured for 
loading. The car situation is reported 
more acute than at any time on the crop, 
especially on branch lines. 

The bright, warm weather last week 
placed roads in condition for hauling 
and, with the approach of tax time, farm- 
ers are unloading the bulk of their grain 
despite the fact that the market has de- 
clined. Country dealers are now offering 
the farmer around $1 bu, whereas a week 
ago prices were held at $1.15. 

Receipts at Wichita were 391 cars, com- 
pared with 147 a year ago. Arrivals here 
are largely on consignment, and the sharp 
break in the option caught several hun- 
dred cars in the yards at Wichita that 
are being held above present values. It 
is reported that several, on track about 
two weeks, are being held for $1.28@ 
1.29, with prices today ranging $1.12@ 
1.15. About 60 per cent of the receipts 
have been carried over from day to day 
for the past 15 days, and as a result the 
yards here are blocked. 

Mills generally were out of the mar- 
ket, and based their bids on 2@Sc over 
the Kansas City May option price for 
No. 2 hard wheat, basis Kansas City. The 
wheat arriving at present is of a better 
quality than the arrivals a month ago. 
Sales of cash wheat on the local market 
ranged $1.14@1.221 for No. 3 and $1.10 
@1.14Y, for No. 4, basis Missouri River. 
Exporters were bidding the Chicago May 
option price for No. 2 hard wheat to ar- 
rive, delivered Galveston and New Or- 
leans, 10 days’ shipment. 

* * 


The weather last week was ideal for 
the growing crop, with plenty of sunshine 
and much higher temperatures over the 
entire state. The wheat, which has shown 
practically no growth since last fall, re- 
sponded to the changed conditions and is 
beginning to green up. The crop is very 
backward in the central portion of south- 
ern Kansas and northern Oklahoma, due 
to late seeding, and in most instances it 
is impossible to see the wheat, except by 
lining up with the drill rows. 

In northern Oklahoma, west of Gar- 
field, Grant and Kingfisher counties, the 
growing wheat is much further advanced, 
as is also that in southwestern Kansas. 
Personal examinations of fields in south- 
ern Kansas and northern Oklahoma re- 
veal the presence of green bugs in sev- 
eral localities, though no damage is notice- 
able at this time. 

Plowing for oats became general in 
Oklahoma and Kansas last week in sec- 
tions where the frost is out of the ground, 
and some seeding is being done in west- 
ern Oklahoma. Oats acreage will prob- 
ably be somewhat larger than last year, 
owing to the reduced wheat acreage. 


NOTES 
The Farmers’ Federation, Inc., is in- 
stalling a 50-bbl midget mill at Cherokee, 
Okla. F. A. Hague is manager. 
Movement of Kafir during the past 
month has been exceedingly light, de- 
spite the fact that the largest crops of 
this grain ever raised are to be found in 
the Texas Panhandle, western Oklahoma 
and southwestern Kansas. The principal 
buyers are located in the East, but bids 
are unobtainable from that direction, and 
undoubtedly next fall will find the pres- 
ent owners of Kafir turning to grains for 
which there is a more certain market. 
During the past week a car or two has 
been worked for about 90c per 100 lbs, 
basis Missouri River, or about 40c bu to 
the farmer. A-year ago, it was bringing 
around $1.35 per 100 Ibs. 


The Holland-America Steamship Co., 
capitalized at $4,800,000, is reported to 
have earned 100 per cent in 1915. Half of 
this is to go to stockholders and half to a 
surplus. The International Mercantile 
Marine Co., through the White Star and 
Atlantic Transport lines, is represented 
to own 26 per cent of the stock of the 
HoHand-America, 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Feb. 26 was esti- 
mated at 26,000 bbls, or 96 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 24,500, or 93 per 
cent, a week ago, 21,250, or 76 per cent, 
in 1915, and 17,500, or 58 per cent, in 
1914. 

The flour market in Chicago and vicin- 
ity is duller than for several weeks. The 
trade quite generally is bearish, and the 
decline in wheat was pleasing to most 
buyers. The market, however, was so 
erratic and unsteady that there was prac- 
tically no buying of flour. If wheat re- 
mains steady from now on, all conditions 
point to a good business. 

Chicago mills “are well supplied with 
orders and are being operated at almost 
full capacity. However, the obtaining of 
shipping directions is difficult, owing to 
the break in wheat and the lowering of 
flour values. Patents, straights and clears 
have declined 40@50c. The reduction of 
grades under clears has not been quite 
as great. 

The differential between the option on 
May at Kansas City and at Minneapolis 
is sufficient to enable southwestern mills 
to purchase the raw material at lower 
quotations than can the spring wheat 
mills. In consequence, hard winter 95 
per cent patents have been quoted in Chi- 
cago as low as $5.30, jute, although the 
ruling figures range $5.40@5.60. 

There was little said last week regard- 
ing resales of flour. Many of the job- 
bers who have been successful in trad- 
ing in both spring and hard winter wheat 
grades find their stocks well depleted. 
Mills with flour sold to Chicago jobbers 
and bakers have insisted on shipping 
directions, and the stocks now carried 
represent purchases made the last three 
or four months of 1915. 

One of the Chicago mills received very 
satisfactory quotations for spring wheat 
patents to go to a foreign market. Al- 
though he thought his contract had been 
completed and payment made for the 
flour, it was found that ocean room could 
not be obtained during March. Eastern 
sales of flour, both of wheat and rye, de- 
clined to about the same proportion as 
they did locally. 

A large percentage of the western 
wheat arriving here had been previously 
sold and went direct to elevator and 
shipping interests. Cash premiums rela- 
tive to the May weakened ¥,@Ic. No. 2 
red was May price to ¥,c over; No. 2 
hard, May price to 2c under; No. 3 hard, 
G@ic under; No. 1 northern spring and 
velvet chaff, 5@6c over on track here. 
Sales of 200,000 bus contract wheat to go 
to store were made Friday, and 120,000 
bus hard winter were sold at the same 
time to the seaboard. Shipping business 
for the week was the lightest in some 
time. 

NOTES 


R. Opsal, of the Southwestern Feed 
Co., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, has been in 
Wisconsin, and also called on the trade 
of Chicago. 

John W. Eckhart, president of John 
W. Eckhart & Co., wholesale flour mer- 
chants, has been confined to his home with 
a severe cold. 

C. H. Canby, former president of the 
Chicago Board of Trade, has gone to 
Jamaica. He will be away six weeks, 
and will return via New York. 

Secretary Husband, of the Federation, 
spent Wednesday in Toledo, conferring 
with Mark N. Mennel, president of the 
organization, on milling subjects. 

Rye millers, especially those in Wiscon- 





sin, have shown a decided interest in 
making sales in eastern markets. The 
bookings of rye flour of late have been 
very slow. 

Frederick Volger, one of the old-time 
flour brokers of Chicago, died a week ago. 
He came to Chicago from Milwaukee sev- 
eral years ago, and had been in poor 
health for many months. 

One of the leading technical schools of 
Chicago has introduced a new baking 
course, to include not alone the study of 
various products but the use of yeast and 
the production of fancy bakery goods. 

The break in wheat and coarse grains 
last week necessitated heavy payments 
into the Board of Trade clearing-house 
by commission houses that were long. On 
one day, one of the largest houses paid 
$500,000 on its debit balance. 

James A. Patten admits having sold 
4,000,000 bus long wheat, with a loss of 
over $350,000. He says his losses on the 
last turn of the market took away about 
all his profits since last December. On 
his year’s trading he is far ahead. 

F. P. Lilly, of the Chas. H. Lilly Co., 
millers, Seattle, Wash., arrived in Chi- 
cago, Friday. He is looking after the in- 
terests of his organization as regards the 
sale of mill products, grain and seeds. 

» will probably go south from here. 

John Fraser, of the Fraser Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis., millbuilders, and his son 
Irving, were in Chicago the latter part of 
the week. The Fraser Co. has consider- 
able work on hand in the way of new 
mills and plants for the manufacturing 
of feedingstuffs. 

The New Century Co. was awarded 
500 bbls of flour for the War department 
last week. A part goes to Fort Sheridan, 
Ill., on the basis of $5.78, and the balance 
to Columbus, Ohio, at $5.88. The flour 
is to be a patent of 75 to 80 per cent 
quality, packed in 98-lb cottons and jutes. 

S. Steeg, Chicago, who represents the 
Leavenworth (Kansas) Milling Co. in 
this territory, returned home late in the 
week after a trip to the southern and 
eastern markets. He is of the opinion 
that the reselling of flour is pretty well 
completed, and that indications are for 
better bookings from now on. 

Increasing Argentine shipments, not- 
withstanding the assertions from Liver- 
pool that they were to be light, have had 
a depressing effect on wheat values here, 
although the shipments so far have fallen 
materially below last year’s. Another de- 
pressing factor was the official report 
from Australia placing the exportable 
surplus of that country at 120,000,000 
bus. 

May wheat has declined to the lowest 
prices in three months. From the high 
of May so far this season made Jan. 26, 
there has been a decline of almost 25¢ by 
Feb. 26. Although liquidation was heavy 
up to last Saturday night, there remained 
a great deal more long wheat among 
commission houses. Heavy calls for mar- 
gins were sent out Saturday night, in a 
few instances as high as 10 per cent. 

Eastern railroads maintain their em- 
bargoes on grain shipments from Chicago 
and the West, which restricts business, 
especially in wheat. Shippers managed 
to pick up a few eastern cars to fill their 
February shipments, but have trouble in 
getting the railroads to take the cars 
after they are loaded. The Pennsylvania 
road has ordered that all cars unloaded 
at Chicago be returned to western roads. 


A Lurid Air Raid Report 
Lonvon, Eno., Feb. 9.—According to 
the North German Gazette, an official 
journal issued daily by the German gov- 
ernment, the Liverpool Corn Exchange 
has been entirely put out of business ow- 
ing to the last Zeppelin raid. The report 
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in this paper is as follows: “The Corn 
Exchange, in the very heart of the busi- 
ness district of Liverpool, has suspended 
all transactions, as every part of the 
building has been rendered unsafe. At 
every moment huge blocks of masonry are 
giving way, encumbering the entrance 
hall and stairways.” 

The writer of this report must have a 
wonderful imagination, as up to the 
present no Zeppelins have been anywhere 
near ao and the Liverpool Corn 
Exchange has, naturally, not suspended 
business as reported. 

In all probability those on board the 
German Zeppelins had very little idea 
where they were during the last raid, but 
all the German official and press reports 
insist that they did much damage at Liv- 
erpool, which, needless to say, is absolute- 
ly without foundation. 

C. F. G. Rarkes. 





WISCONSIN 

Mitwavkeer, Wis., Feb. 28.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with 
a capacity of 24,600 bbls, was 10,000 last 
week, representing 41 per cent of capac- 
ity. The previous week, mills with the 
same capacity turned out 11,000, or 45 
per cent; a year ago, mills with a capac- 
ity of 22,800 bbls, turned out 13,000, or 
57 per cent. 

Flour business was slow; orders came 
in moderately well for quick shipment, 
but millers reported deferred business 
dull. Apparently, buyers have sufficient 
stocks on hand for the present. 

Choice city brands of hard spring 
wheat patent were quoted at $6.70@7 in 
wood, with straights offered at $6.20@ 
6.60. 

Shipping directions came in only mod- 
erately well, but as millers are operating 
light they were sufficient to take care of 
the output. There is very little flour 
stored here, and practically as fast as it 
is manufactured it is being loaded out. 

Kansas straights were slow, and were 
offered at $5.70@5.80, cotton. Jobbers 
have moderate stocks, and report only 
fair buying by large bakeries which need- 
ed flour for immediate use. 

Rye flour declined 5c, being quoted at 
$5.55 for pure and $5.15@5.35 for stand- 
ard city blended brands in wood; country 
blends, $5.05 for dark and $5.15 for 
white in jute. A moderate amount of 
business came from the East and South- 
west, and state and local trade kept up 
fairly well. Mills have light stocks on 
hand. 

Demand for clear flour was slow. Mills 
quoted at $5.40@5.50 in jute. Eastern 
trade fair, but state business and local 
trade dropped off materially. 

Corn meal was higher, both yellow and 
white being quoted at $2 in 100-lb cotton 
sacks. Mills report good inquiry from 
the East, Southwest and Canada. Diffi- 
culty is found in obtaining choice milling 
corn. The local trade is practically ab- 
sorbing the output, and mills are operat- 
ing light. 

The millfeed market was easier, bran 
being quoted 25c ton lower than a week 
ago. Middlings held firm, with demand 
good from the central states and near-by 
points. Shippers reported eastern busi- 
ness light except for stuff held at eastern 
junction points, which was in somewhat 
better demand. Gluten feed declined $2 
ton and brewers’ dried grains $1. Offer- 
ings were more liberal from the North- 
west, and shippers were able to buy in 
the Southwest at better advantage than 
for some time. The general feeling is 
that the market will ease off. Screenings 
were slow, only the very choice being 
salable. 

The state trade in millfeed continues 
fair, especially in mixed cars with flour, 
country dealers having light stocks and 
buying only as they need it. Hominy 
feed in good demand, and millers are 
holding firm at $26. 

Choice milling wheat in good demand 
at the recent decline, all offerings being 
readily absorbed, and millers have fair 
stocks on hand. Top price paid for No. 1 
northern, $1.31. 

NOTES 

R. Opsal, of the Southwestern Feed 
Co., Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was on ’change 
last week. 

Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 115; corn, 457; oats, 462; barley, 
340; rye, 54; flaxseed, 4. 

Grain in store in Milwaukee last week: 
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wheat, 96,450 bus; corn, 454,789; oats, 
1,205,533; barley, 86,363; rye, 44,723. 
The Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce 
has adopted amendments to the rules, ad- 
vancing the corn commission for receiving 
and selling to %,¢ bu. : 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court, in the 
cases of the Milwaukee and North West- 
ern roads against the Rock County 
Sugar Co., Janesville, has affirmed the 
decision of the circuit court holding un- 
constitutional the railroad demurrage 
law passed by the legislature three years 
ago providing that a shipper should be 
entitled to as much additional time in 
unloading freight as the railroad com- 
pany consumed in excess of 75 miles a 
day in transporting the freight from the 
shipping point to destination. The two 
railroads, in the lower court, contended 
that the law was unconstitutional, and 
recovered judgments for small amounts 
against the sugar company for demur- 
rage charges on shipments of sugar beets. 
H. N. Wuson. 





London Flour Imports 
Arrivals of flour in London, in the 
steamships named, between Jan. 18 and 
Feb. 1, in bags of 140 lbs, were: 


From New York per ss. Headley— 





First Pref. .... 999 Colonial ....... 500 
Golden Crust... 3,978 Victor ......... 500 
Nowell ..ccccvs ee a 500 
WOrrtor ..ciscs 500 Algoma ....... 1,000 
ORAW wcccccccce 500 Our Best ...... 500 
Masterful ...... 494 

From Boston per ss. Industry— 
Powerful ...... GOO WOROI cccseccess 1,500 
Manota ....... 2,000 GHAW .ccoccece 8,691 
Colonial ....ce. 3,999 Mayblossom ... 500 
Pride of Canada 500 A. S.C. ....... 700 
Good Hope 500 Can.-Queen .... 3,500 
Winchester .... 2,000 King’s Quality... 999 
Stellaria ....... 500 

From New York per ss. Tropea 
Gold Medal .... 1,000 Activity ....... 500 
Merc. Patent 600 Stellaria ....... 1,000 
Lifeguard ...... eee 1,000 
Colonial .....0.% 1,000 Canada’s Best.. 500 
Farina ......+. 500 Dominion ...... 500 
Activity ....... ee! PS ee 500 
WESTEOE secsece 500 Canada’s Best.. 950 
Superlative 500 Good Hope 500 

From New York per ss. Mongolia— 

First Pref. ....1,900 Palermo ....... 999 
BOMIRE ocecicce 500 Superlative 500 
From Newport News per ss. Caterina— 
Ee es ee ee 1,000 

From Boston per ss, St. Cecilia— 
Can, Queen .... 3,000 Powerful ...... 500 
Happy Medium.1,000 Royal Tiger ... 6500 
King’s Quality. 1,000 Stellaria 5 
















OMBW ccccccees ,998 Colonial 
SatuUrm .ccscoes 500 Our Best 
Patricia ....... 500 Manota Patent. 997 
Saskania ....... 499 Golden Lion .... 500 
Alcoma ....... 500 Powerful ...... 499 
BOlO cacccccsece 600 

From Philadelphia per ss. Algeriana— 
Utopia ........ ,000 Pride of Canada 2,699 
Markham ..... 4,500 Colonial ....... ,800 
Nelson ......++. 1,200 Manota ....... 2,500 
Lifeguard ..... wee. GOW awscceavc 6,000 
Our Best ...... 2,550 Ada’s Best 499 
Red Dow ....ce 1,349 Stellaria ....... 500 
Coronation 500 Suehana ....... 2,000 
Patricia ..cccce 500 Atlantic Supve.. 400 
Canada’s Best.. 1,000 Gold Crust - 1,000 
Golden Crust .. 4,000 Marktime....., 1,000 
Baturn .cccccee 2,000 Robin Hood ... 1,000 

From Botson per ss. Anglian— 
Syntax ....+..6. 493 Monmouth ..... 499 
Glattom ........ ,000 Renown ....... 498 
Dusty Miller... 500 Ovenbuster .... 500 
Good Sort ...... 500 Minnesota Gem. 1,000 
MOMR cecccccces See QS Siccccre 499 
President ...... DOO . BD se eb.06s00 6 500 
Othmar ....... 500 Happy Medium. 1,000 
Powerful ...... 1,500 Cons, Ceres .... 1,000 
Prolific ...cecee 500 Sunlight ....... 500 
OGRE 66 00020000 500 Imp. Sunlight... 500 
Pedestal ....... 500 

From Philadelphia per ss. Fraser River— 
Stellaria ...... 1,000 Coronation 500 
Markham ..... 500 Atlantic Supve.. 400 
Minnehaha 1,000 Battleship ..... 498 
Our Best ...... 550. Light Bakers .. 4,999 
Amazon ......4. Cee WeMeeR eeeeeecs 1,000 
Pride of Canada 498 Royal ......... 500 
ROCCE. ke veeenss 1,008  Dewote .nsccecs 1,000 
Gold Standard.. 1,000 Oma .......... 2,689 

From Newport News per ss. North Point— 
Gold Belt ..... 2,000 Belmont ....... 500 
Glatton ........ 1,000 Sunlight ...... 1,500 
Pride of Minn.. 500 Uncle Sam’s 
Rose & Crown.. 1,000 BUpve. ..csccs 1,000 
Good Value .... 2,000 First Pref. .... 2,500 
Mark Lane .... 1,000 Renown ....... 1,000 
Empress ....... 500 Goldfinder ..... 2,000 
Hundred Quar- WEEE copecveves 500 

COPMS ce cccces 2,000 GESGAP 2 occ cices 1,000 
Li...) MTree 1,000 Dusty Miller ... 500 
Syndicate ......2,000 Amazon ....... 1,000 
Helpmate ..... 1,000 Minnesota Best. 1,000 

From New York per ss, Manhattan— 
First Pref. ..... 100 Gold Medal .... 500 
Arethusa Rye.. 350 Famous ....... 500 





U. S. Army Supplies 


The 


quartermaster, 


United States 


army, Kansas City, Mo., will open bids 
on March 2 for following: 40,180 lbs of 
straight flour for Fort Sill, Okla; 131,124 


Ibs of straight for 
Kansas. 
sacks, 98 lbs net. 


Fort Leavenworth, 


It is to be packed in double 
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Flour business last week was very light. 
‘There was no change in the domestic de- 
mand, due to the weakness in wheat, 
which has created an expectation of lower 
prices. Although mills reduced their 
prices, nominal quotations on the break 
did not follow the severe decline in wheat. 

Naturally, the conditions tend to make a 
very limited trade in all grades. 

Millers say that stocks in buyers’ hands 
are light, and as soon as the trade begins 
to replenish there will be a generally 
good demand. Few sales were made in 
the South. Inquiries on the break were 
more numerous from all sections than 
for some time, but buyers’ views were 
considerably below millers’ ideas of 
values. 

Very little export business was report- 
ed, but a few cables were received from 
both the United Kingdom and the Conti- 
nent. The chief obstacle, of course, is 
the inability to secure ocean tonnage. 

Hard winter wheat flours were quoted 
Saturday: fancy patent, $5.50@5.60; 
straight, $5.25@5.35; first clear, $4.40@ 
1.50; low-grade to second clear, $3.40@ 
1.15,—jute. Soft winter wheat fancy pat- 
ent, $5.50@5.70; second patent, $5.25@ 
5.40; extra fancy, $4.90@5.10; low-grade 
to second clear, $3.60@4.40,—)jute or cot- 
ton. Spring wheat patent, $5.60@5.80; 
first clear, $5@5.2 j Minnesota 
pure rye, $5.30@5.40; dark, $5.20,—jute. 

The demand for millfeed was dull, with 
prices tending downward. Offerings in- 
creased, and jobbers showed little inter- 
est in the market. Local demand took 
care of all offerings. 





GROWING CROP 

The mild and sunshiny weather pre- 
vailing the past week in Missouri and 
southern Illinois has greatly improved 
the looks of the growing wheat crop and, 
although some damage has undoubtedly 
been done by the alternate and repeated 
thawing and freezing, it is thought that 
it will not be serious. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: About 10 per cent winter killed 

.. Appears to be coming out well; ground 
is bare...Looks good since the warm 
weather; very little damage noted... 
Wheat looks bad on flat and_ poorly 
drained lands...Looks good. ..Damaged 
by winter-killing; unable to estimate ex- 
tent of damage now...Some complaint; 
good weather next 60 days will offset it 

.Looks all right; plenty of moisture 
helps the plant. 

Mills included in the above reports are: 


Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 
H. C. Cole Milling Co., Chester, Ill. 
Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 
Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 
Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, Ill. 
Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 
Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo. 
Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, Ill. 


' FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, 
for the week ending Feb. 26 was 20,600, 
representing 51 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 27,600, or 70 per cent, the 
previous week, 23,500, or 58 per cent, a 
year ago, and 27,600, or 70 per cent, in 
1914. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 60,300 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 40,000, repre- 
senting 66 per cent, compared with 50,- 
800, or 80 per cent, the previous week, 
43,800, or 73 per cent, a year ago, and 
33,800, or 54 per cent, in 1914. 


CAR INSPECTIONS 


Jacob Schreiner, president of the St. 
Louis Merchants’ Exchange, pointed out 
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to the trade that reports made public 
last week by James T. Bradshaw, state 
warehouse commissioner, relative to the 
number of cars inspected at St. Louis 
during 1915, was misleading in so far 
as it goes to show the true position of St. 
Louis as a grain market. 

Mr. Schreiner stated that thousands of 
cars handled by St. Louis each year are 
inspected on the east side, under the 
jurisdiction of the Illinois state inspec- 
tion department. Mr. Bradshaw’s report 
stated that 31,116 cars of grain were 
inspected at St. Louis yards in 1915. Mr. 
Schreiner said that, counting the east 
side inspections, the total was 47,952. In 
addition, 272,000 sacks of grain were in- 
spected. 


NOTES 
Otto Swaller, sales-manager of the 
Williamson Milling Co., Clay Center, 


Kansas, and J. B. M. Wilcox, sales-man- 
ager of the Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., 
Kansas City, were here last week calling 
on the trade. 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the St. Louis Merchants’ Ex- 
change: E. P. Hall, Nanson Commission 
Co., St. Louis; J. J. Wade, John Wade & 
Sons, Memphis, Tenn; Frank J. O’Don- 
nell, O'Donnell Grain Co., Denver, Colo; 
Harry S. Kramer, Allneeda Milling Co., 
East St. Louis, Il. 





LOUISIANA 

New Orteans, La., Feb. 28.—A fair 
volume of business was done last week, 
as mill quotations were more attractive, 
but sales were confined strictly to cover 
immediate wants, and little or no buying 
was done for deferred delivery. The 
greater part of sales made were for 
March shipment, with some inquiry at the 
close for April-May. Mill quotations 
differed 10@75c bbl. 

Kansas mills made attractive values at 
the close, offerings on patent being down 
30@50c from the opening quotations. 
Several sales were made at $5.30@5.45 
bbl for patents in 98-lb cotton sacks, 
March-April shipment. Straights were 
offered at $5.20@5.35. Some mills quoted 
patents at $5.60@5.65, 98-lb cotton sacks, 
but these were the exception, as the ma- 
jority were inclined to book at 20@30c 
bbl under for March shipment. Clears in 
light supply at $4.90@5 bbl, 98-lb cotton 
sacks. 

Northwestern mill quotations were as 
low as $5.80 bbl for short patents, against 
$6.25@6.50 early in the week. Bakers 
patents were offered at $5.75@5.80, with 
straights 10@15c less, 98-lb cotton sacks. 
Prices were not attractive to the trade, 
and no sales were reported. 

Soft winter wheat flours were in little 
demand, and quotations off 25@30c bbl. 
Whatever buying was done was strictly 
to cover immediate needs, and of special 
brands. Prices at the close ranged $5.85 
@6.10 bbl for high patents; straights, 
$5.70@5.80; extra fancy, $5.45@5.55, 
98-lb cotton sacks. 

Spot quotations declined 20@30c bbl in 
sympathy with mill prices. Resellers cut 
values, but as stocks were low, competi- 
tion was not as keen as during the past 
two months, and jobbers’ prices were 
more in line with values asked by specu- 
lators. 

Quotations, basis 98-lb cotton or 140-lb 
jute bags: Hard spring wheat patents, 
$6.40@6.55; bakers patent, $6.15@6.25; 
straights, $6@6.10. Hard winter wheat 


patents, $5.60@5.75; straights, $5.35@ 
5.50; clears, $5.20@5.30. Soft winter 


wheat patents, $6.50@6.75; straights, $6.25 
@6.50; extra fancy, $5.80@6. 

Millfeed declined 5@6c per 100 lbs. 
Kansas offered bran freely for February- 
March shipment at $1.08@1.09 in 100-lb 
cotton sacks; soft winter wheat bran was 
offered at $1.09@1.10. 

Corn quotations showed little change. 
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Export business was restricted to yellow 
gg which was offered at 78@79c bu for 
No. 4 yellow from Illinois ts. 

Corn products unchanged. Prices, per 
bbl in 98-lb cotton sacks: cream meal, 
$3.40@3.50; standard meal, $3.30@3.40; 
grits, $3.40@3.45; corn flour, $3.60@3.70. 


EXPORTS AND RECEIPTS 


Exports of grain and grain products: 
Liverpool, 460,000 bus wheat, 200 sacks 

flour, 5,037 sacks rice; Rotterdam, 190,000 
bus wheat; Frontera, 260 sacks flour, 200 
sacks corn, 255 sacks rice; Bluefields, 625 
sacks flour, 860 sacks rice; Havana, 1,241 
sacks flour, 3,400 sacks corn, 9,771 sacks 
rice; Tampico, 1,256 sacks flour, 100 sacks 
corn; Santiago, 1,850 sacks flour, 200 
sacks corn; Porto Rico, 4,268 sacks 
flour, 6,850 sacks rice; Glasgow, 42,857 
bus corn; Cienfuegos, 750 sacks wheat, 
9,428 sacks flour, 1,250 sacks corn; Cen- 
tral American ports, 5,099 sacks flour, 
6,073 sacks corn, 100 sacks oats, 3,001 
sacks rice. ; 

Exports of cottonseed products: Liver- 
pool, 15,680 sacks meal; Glasgow, 4,000 
sacks meal. 

Exports for the 12 calendar months 
ending Dec. 31, 1915, totaled 2,379,000 
bbls flour, 30,030,000 bus wheat, 4,053,000 
bus corn, 1,491,000 bus oats, against 1,671,- 
000 bbls flour, 31,492,000 bus wheat, 1,754,- 
000 bus corn, 1,358,000 bus oats, in 1914. 
Marseilles led the list, taking 5,482,000 
bus wheat; Rotterdam, 4,065,171; Naples, 
3,603,617; Liverpool, 3,995,855; Genoa, 
2,397,824; Manchester, 1,516,000. 

Receipts totaled 3,094,000 bbls flour, 
32,202,000 bus wheat, 6,789,000 bus corn, 
3,860,000 bus oats, against 2,521,000 bbls 
flour, 34,349,000 bus wheat, 3,064,000 bus 
corn, 4,304,000 bus oats in 1914. 
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Minnesota Grain Dealers 

The ninth annual convention of the 
Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Association of 
Minnesota was held in Minneapolis Feb. 
23-25. 

The association passed a resolution ask- 
ing for the repeal of the reciprocal provi- 
sion in the Underwood tariff, which would 
permit the importation of Canadian 
wheat into this country on approval by 
Canada. 

Dean A. F. Wood, of the University of 
Minnesota, spoke on standardization. He 
advocated a continuance of state grain 
inspection, but suggested co-operation 
with the federal authorities in determin- 
ing standardization of moisture, dockage, 
ete. 

Charles E. Elmquist, of the State Rail- 
road and Warehouse Commission, de- 
fended Minnesota inspection and, in sup- 
port of same, pointed to the comparative- 
ly few appeals taken in the course of a 
crop year. 

A resolution was offered supporting 
federal inspection, but there was such a 
wide difference of opinion, it was tabled. 

George E. Vincent, president of the 
University of Minnesota, and ex-Gover- 
nor John Lind were among the speakers. 
Latter outlined the need for closer co- 
operation between the grain trade and 
the farmers. 

A bill now before Congress, to protect 
borrowers against high interest rates, was 
approved, as was also the bill providing 
for a uniform system of accounting for 
farmers’ elevators. 

H. R. Meisch, of Argyle, was re- 
elected president; L. A. Smith, Truman, 
vice-president; Adam Brinn, Stewart- 
ville, treasurer. 

NOTES 

Several elevator equipment houses had 
displays. 

The register showed an attendance of 
about 350. 

Mill representatives were conspicuous 
by their absence. 

Delegates were unanimous in their op- 
position to free wheat. 

A banquet was given the visitors Feb. 
24 by Chamber of Commerce members. 

The opinion prevailed that a decreased 
corn acreage might be looked for in Min- 
nesota this year, and a corresponding 
increase in wheat. 

The Equity Society did not have a look- 
in at the convention. The president an- 
nounced early in the meeting that the 
association would not advocate any par- 
ticular selling agency. 


Rosert T. Bearry. 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Dututrs, Mrixn., Feb. 28.—The big 
drop in wheat uncovered a lot of condi- 
tional bids that were waiting for accept- 
ance, and the result was the booking of 
a large volume of business by the mills. 
All classes of trade were represented in 
the buying, and the sales were to cover 
requirements as far ahead as_ possible. 
Patent was reduced 75c bbl last week, and 
clears 50c. Today mills took off 10c more. 
The car situation is still very bad and is 
restricting mill activities. 

A fair inquiry is coming from import- 
ers, and the heavy decline last week per- 
mitted mills to accept a little business in 
patent. An advance in ocean freights 
soon shut off all chance to sell abroad. 

Some good orders for durum flour 
were booked on the decline. Other buyers 
are waiting for further declines. Direc- 
tions are coming freely. The local mill 
reduced prices 50@80c bbl last week, and 
10c more today. 

Rye flour has been reduced 20c bbl, but 
the demand is slow. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
25,000 bbls of flour, or 69 per cent of 
capacity, against 39,900 bbls, or 11 per 
cent above normal capacity, in the pre- 
vious week, and 29,750 bbls, or 83 per 
cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed is quiet and mills are not of- 
fering, being busy filling old orders. 


EFFECT OF THE NEW LAKE LINE 


A most interesting development in con- 
nection with the new Great Lakes Transit 
Co. is that it proposes to carry north- 
western business through Duluth-Superior, 
unless the rail lines are willing to give it 
the same earnings on Lake Michigan 
business that it gets on Lake Superior. 
Under the railroad policy, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul traffic could move either by 
Chicago or Duluth-Superior. The rail 
line from the Twin Cities to Chicago, hav- 
ing a longer haul than the line to Duluth, 
had to get more money for its share. The 
boat lines were made to bear this, but it 
is stated Mr. Connors will not have his 
line do so. 

Duluth shippers look for the new line 
to provide them with much better facili- 
ties than they have had in the past, and 
believe that, with the economies that will 
be made operating as one line and the 
increase in business that will come with 
pushing the traftic, lower rates will in 
time be realized. 

M. S. Mead will be the Dulutu agent. 


NOTES 
James 'T. Hickman, former member of 
the Duluth Board of ‘Lrade, will open an 


office in Winnipeg for the R. B. McLean 
Co., Saskatoon. 


Donald Morrison, of Winnipeg, and 
family, came here last week to join 
Thomas Gibson and family, and the two 
will go to Florida. 

Closing prices of bonded grain at Du- 
luth, duty unpaid, today (Feb. 28) were, 
per bu: Wheat, No. 1, $1.07; No. 2, 
$1.041,; No. 3, $1.02; No. 1 northwestern 
flaxseed, $1. 99; No. 2 Canadian white oats, 
39 14,¢. 

The heavy break made it difficult to 
execute orders for wheat in the last week 
and to find buyers for cash wheat. Dur- 
ing the week No. 1 northern dropped I7c 
bu, and futures 15@16c. Since Jan. 26 
the decline has been 27@28c. 


F. A. Hamilton, with the Duluth- 
Superior Milling Co. for the past 14 years 
and during the past five as durum flour 
sales-manager, has resigned, effective 
March 1, and will become manager of the 
Savarase Macaroni Co., of Baltimore. 

A leading shipping and_ exporting 
house was active picking up durum wheat 
on the breaks, Saturday and today. Stocks 
are heavy and a large quantity of it is 
said to be unsold. Durum has declined 
15%,c in the last week, and about 25c 
during the month, 

Cash wheat premiums have been re- 
duced. One outside mill is paying a 
premium of 2c over May for No. 1 north- 
ern, but aside from this May price is the 
best that can be secured. No. 2 sells at 
1@3c under No. 1, and No. 3 at 6@10ce 
under.” No. 2 hard Montana brings May 
price. No. 1 durum sells at May price, 
and No. 2 at 3@4c under. Oats are 3%c¢ 
lower on the week; rye, 7c lower; barley, 
4@5c lower. No. 1 flaxseed is un- 
changed at 2c under May. 

F. G. Cartson. 
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~ Flour values tumbled with the decline 
in wheat last week, and there was a 
steady concession in prices, while the pre- 
miums on mill shipment stuffs largely 
disappeared, so that spot and to-arrive 
prices were about the same. With the 
final break on Saturday, quotations on 
spring patents were down to $5.65@5.90 
bbl in jute, and spring clears $5.20@ 
5.40. 

The weakening in cash prices at the 
West and some disposition to shade the 
asking prices resulted in the loss of the 
mill shipment premiums. ‘There was very 
little reselling, this flour seemingly hav- 
ing been disposed of. _ Demand was quiet, 
as buyers were demoralized by the decline 
in wheat. 

Kansas flour was weak, and em 
steadily dropped to $5.40@5.65 bbl in 
jute, with some of the mills a little above 
this. Generally, mill premiums were 
eliminated. | Low-grades weakened to 
some extent, but less than the upper 
grades. Winter wheat flour was dull and 
lower to sell, but supplies on the spot 
were light and concessions not very nu- 
merous. Prices were quoted at $5.40@ 
5.65 bbl in jute. 


EXPORT SITUATION 


The business in wheat for export was 
very large, and on Thursday and Friday 
sales were reported of about 5,000,000 bus 
for the two days. A big line of Cana- 
dian flour was also reported sold to for- 
eign governments. Business in wheat for 
the week was placed at about 8,000,000 
bus. A large portion of this was Cana- 
dian. While some of it was near by, a 
great deal was opening of navigation 
shipment, and this, particularly the Cana- 
dian, was sold at 10@15c bu under that 
near by. 

No. 1 northern Manitoba near by was 
quoted at 30c over Winnipeg May f.0o.b. 
the seaboard, and the opening of naviga- 
tion prices 10@15c less. On Saturday a 
sale was reported in Liverpool, May- 
June shipment, No. 1 Manitoba, equal to 
19¥,c under the February-March ship- 
ment. , 

The British Commission was credited 
with buying an important line of Mani- 
toba wheat, while there was also some 
done by the Dutch government. A rather 
amusing editorial appeared in one of the 
New York papers last week to the effect 
that the sending of the British Commis- 
sion to buy wheat in this country was the 
reason for the decline in prices. 

Some inquiry developed for corn, but 
only a few small transactions were re- 
ported, and the daily shipments were 
small. The quality of the corn seems to 
be one of the factors which prevents any 
general buying, as compared with the old, 
hard Argentine corn. 

Demand for oats was quiet, with the 
market lower. A few cargoes were placed 
during the week, but there has been no 
large business and the shipments show a 
falling off in the export movement. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 


The market for ocean freight room 
continued firm at the high rates of the 
season. While quotations were no higher 
than a week ago, the difficulty of getting 
room seemed to increase. Leading ex- 
porters have repeatedly stated that the 
volume of the export business did not 
hang so much on the question of orders as 
it did on that of freights. Whenever 
freight was obtainable, business could be 
done. 

A report was current the middle of the 
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week that the British government had 
taken over complete control of the mer- 
cantile marine, but there were no definite 
statements as to how this control was 
to be exercised. The distribution of the 
ships for some time past has been in the 
hands of the Board of Trade, and the 
allotments of tonnage from day to day 
have been made according to the require- 
ments, 

The advance in rates and the difficulty 
of getting tonnage is resulting in the 
cutting out of a good deal of business 
which might be done, and the movement 
of commodities to the United Kingdom 
seems to be curtailed to necessities. Rates 
for opening of navigation are the same 
as for near-by shipment. Steamship in- 
terests are looking for a continued move- 
ment of Canadian wheat as soon as water 
transportation is open. 

During last week there was more of a 
disposition to buy than has been notice- 
able for some time, as the heavy decline 
in the wheat market caused some mills to 
offer spring patents at $5.80 jute, and in 
a few instances under that figure, which 
effected some sales. The lower markets, 
together with the difficulty of getting 
shipping instructions, no doubt made 
mills more anxious to sell, and some buy- 
ers were ready to take advantage of these 
conditions. 

NOTES 


The jute situation is such that many 
mills are now quoting on the basis of 
140-lb jute or cotton, the mill reserving 
the right to use either. Jute sacks of this 
Size cost 25c; consequently, the old dif- 
ferential between wood and jute cannot 
be maintained. 

Among those visiting New York last 
week were: E. A. Everett, of Everett, 
Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca, Minn; O. 
C. Lake, of Ewart & Lake, Groveland, 
N. Y; George Davis, of J. G. Davis Co., 
Rochester; J. L. Rodney, president Abi- 
lene (Kansas) Milling Co; and Edgar H. 
vans, president and treasurer Acme- 
Evans Co., Indianapolis. 


PITTSBURGH 

Pirrssurcu, Pa., Feb. 28.—The flour 
market last week was controlled almost 
entirely by the bearish views of buyers. 
Prices declined steadily, and at the close 
were at ‘their lowest point. The ideas of 
the trade as to prices declined more rap- 
idly than the mills quoted, with the result 
that very few sales were reported. The 
total volume of business was small, and 
the majority of bookings were made the 
first three days of the week. Directions 
on old orders were hard to get. 

Springs were weak and lower, and 
ranged, for patents, $5.75@6.25 bbl, 49-lb 
paper bags, the higher price being asked 
for well-established Minneapolis brands. 
Straights ranged $5.60@5.90, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters were quoted with- 
in a very narrow range. Patents, $5.50@ 
5.70 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; straights, $5.30 
@5.50, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were offered 
rather freely and ranged, for straights, 
$4.80@5.10 bbl, bulk, with patents held 
about 30¢ higher. 

All grades of millfeed were dull, and 
wholesalers found it hard to move spot 
and transit cars except at sharp dis- 
counts. Consuming demand slow, and 
retailers are carrying stocks above normal 
for this season of the year. Bran was 
quoted the last of the week at $22.25; 
standard middlings, $25; white middlings, 
524.50@27.50; red dog, $31.50,—all in 
sacks. 

Arrivals of ear corn, shelled corn and 
oats were in excess of requirements, and 
market for all was dull and lower. Re- 
ceipts for the week: millfeed, 18 cars; ear 
corn, 18; shelled corn, 37; oats, 85. Ear 
corn, No. 2 yellow, was quoted at 74@ 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


75¢e; shelled corn, No. 2 yellow, 781,@ 
79¢; oats, No. 2 white, 491/,@50c. 
NOTES 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $6.80@7 
bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

A. T. Walta, flour buyer of the Kauf- 
mann department stores here, left last 
week for a trip through North Carolina. 

The largest receipts in the history of 
the Pittsburgh Grain & Hay Exchange 
were reported last week, when a total of 
310 cars arrived. 

The Pillsbury Club, composed of em- 
ployees from the local office of the com- 
pany, held their regular quarterly meet- 
ing and banquet at a local hotel last 
Saturday. 

At the pure food show held here last 
week under the auspices of the Retail 
Grocers’ Protective Union of Pittsburgh, 
the Famous Biscuit Co., Bauer Bros. 
Baking Co., Aunt Jemima Mills Co. and 
George C. Christian & Co. were among 
the exhibitors, and all gave away attrac- 
tive souvenirs. 

George P. Chapman, sales-manager 
feed department Quaker Oats Co., Chi- 
cago, was here Thursday to meet the com- 
pany’s salesmen from near-by territory. 
He left Thursday night for New York 
to attend a similar meeting of salesmen 
from that territory. W. D. Wightman, 
manager feed department of the local 
office, accompanied him. 

W. A. Low. 


BALTIMORE 

Bartimore, Mp., Feb. 28.—Flour was 
demoralized last week. Prices averaged 
60c bbl lower, with buyers all loaded at 
a higher level. The trading was mod- 
erate and done mostly before the market 
declined, and included spring patent and 
straight and near-by soft winter straight 
principally. 

Springs were generally neglected. 
Fancy short patents closed nominally at 
$6@6.15; standard brands, $5.75@5.90; 
long patents, straights and cut-straights, 
$5.45@5.60; first clears, $4.75@5; second 
clears, $4@4.50,—all per 98-lb cottons or 
140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. 
Business was light and confined chiefly 
to resales. Clear was practically un- 
salable at any price. 

Soft winter patents closed nominally 
at $5.70@5.95 bbl, wood; 20@30c less 
in sacks, 35@40c less in bulk or buyer’s 
package; near-by straights, $4.95@5.10, 
bulk or buyer’s sacks, 10@l5c more in 
cotton or jute, 35@40c more in wood. 
These prices are 60c down from last quo- 
tations. 

Demand was mainly for export and 
ran almost exclusively to near-by straight 
at $5.25@5.45, bulk, with nobody appar- 
ently willing to bid $5 at the close. Some 
of the late purchases for export are said 
to be failing to measure up to require- 
ments in quality. The trade seems to be 
well stocked at prices considerably above 
those now ruling. 

Hard winter patents at the close nom- 
inally were quoted at $5.65@5.80; 
straights, $5.25@5.50; clears, $4.50@4.75, 

per bbl, 98-lb cottons or 140-lb jutes, 
or 20@30c more in wood. Sales were 
few, if any, due to late buying at higher 
rates and the fact that many shipments 
now arriving from the Southwest are in- 
specting out of condition. 

City mills, while running full on back 
orders, found current demand quiet and 
reduced flour 60c bbl and feed 50c ton. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 42,118 
bbls; clearances, none. 

Ocean freights were strong and fairly 
active. Quotations, per qr: London, Hull, 
Leith, Belfast and Dublin, 18s; Liver- 
pool and Glasgow, 17s 9d; Scandinavian 
ports, 25s; Mediterranean ports, 25s, 





NOTES 


Additional exports from Baltimore 
last week were 74,760 bus barley to 
Bergen or Vaksdal. 

There are 78 steamers and 10 barks 
or sailing ships now bound for Baltimore, 
principally to load grain. 

D. W. L. MacGregor, representing 
Balfour, Guthrie & Co., grain, Portland, 
Oregon, was here last week. 

Stocks of grain at Baltimore, Feb. 26: 
wheat, 1,408,765 bus; corn, 1,449,374; 
oats, 440,757; rye, 1,174,417; barley, 735,- 
760; total, 5,209,073. 

A. Siegrist and M. Sclar, of the East 
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Berlin (Pa.) Milling Co., were on ’change 
mid-week as guests of White & Co., flour 
jobbers and exporters. 

Receipts of new southern corn to date, 
273,709 bus; same time last year, 215,- 
724. Range of prices for the week, 77 
@80c; last year, 71@8lc. 

Cash wheat at the close, Feb. 26, was 
off 131%4c for the week, down 47%,c from 
the top, up 364%4c from the bottom, and 
31% c lower than a year ago. 

Owing to stormy weather, the steamer 
Steinstad, which arrived here early in 
the week light, was 44 days in coming 
from Middlesborough, England, to Bal- 
timore. 

Last week was the third consecutive 
one in which there were no exports of 
flour from Baltimore, but the stuff is 
here to go as soon as the boats arrive to 
take it. 

John Harmon, of W. D. Bahn & Co., 
operating the Summit Flour Mills, and 
Ira S. Painter, proprietor People’s Bak- 
ing Co., New Freedom, Pa., were on 
*change Friday. 

It is said that 3,000 bbls of a well- 
known bakers spring wheat patent flour, 
bought last fall at $5.75 bbl in sacks 
and carried to the top of the late ad- 
vance, was resold during the week at 
$5.50. 

Grain charters for the week at Balti- 
more and the outports included, besides 
berthroom engagements by the regular 
liners, 15 full-cargo steamers for Febru- 
ary and March loading, and aggregating 
approximately 2,500,000 bus. 

W. E. Harris, local grain broker, and 
wife, who were hurt in an automobile 
accident while motoring to Philadelphia, 
have been brought to a Baltimore hos- 
pital. Mr. Harris is recovering, but his 
wife is satd to be seriously injured. 

Gill & Fisher, grain exporters, cleared 
during the week in the steamer Gwent 
for Havre, France, 500,000 bus oats, 
packed in 80-lb bags and valued at $300,- 
000. It is unusual for oats to be ex-- 
ported in bags, but it was done in this 
case for the convenience of the French 
cavalry, who are to carry a sack on each 
horse. 

Cuaries H. Dorsey. 





BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 28.—The local 
flour situation last week was one of sud- 
den and sharp declines in values. On 
Friday and Saturday it was almost im- 
possible to sell flour outright to any 
member of the trade. The best that 
could be done was to secure bids that 
seemed too low to be seriously considered 
by millers’ agents. But the agents sent 
them along, although the market was 25 
@30c bbl above the bids made. 

In many instances the market made 
such sharp breaks in prices that before 
the one who had made the bid was able 
to cancel,- the acceptance came back, in 
many cases to the discomfiture of the 
buyer. In this way, during the last three 
days of the week, a goodly amount of 
flour was sold in a small way and at 
extremely low prices. 

It is the belief of the trade here that 
prices are bound to go lower, not on 
account of war scares, but because there 
is no good reason for holding up values. 
Should the market rule still lower, there 
is little doubt that a good quantity of 
flour can be sold, as buyers are only 
fairly well supplied and an exceptional 
price would be sure to attract them. 

The higher-priced patent flours rela- 
tively have shown more weakness than 
the lower grades, and some of the mills 
have been after business with a jump. 
Minneapolis trade patents sold Saturday 
at $6.75 bbl, in wood, fully 55c less than 
a week previous. A couple of weeks 
ago, when these same flours were offered 
and sold at $6.90, on a cut price, the 
open quotation being $7.20@7.30, the 
mills making these cuts were believed to 
have lost their reasoning powers, but at 
that time a liberal amount of flour was 
sold at the cut, and today these same 
mills are anxious and willing to sell even 
at a liberal reduction from the low prices 
now openly quoted. 

At the close a range of $6.40@6.50 bbl 
was named on Minneapolis trade patents, 
with spring country patents offered at 
and from that up to $6.25. 
New York state patents were quoted up to 
$6.35 in wood. Special short patents are 
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held nominally at $7@7.25 in wood at the 
close, but these prices would be shaded, 
without a doubt. Spring wheat first 
clears in sacks are considerably lower at 
$5.15@5.60, in sacks. 

Kansas hard wheat patents were low 
sellers during the week, ranging $5.25@ 
5.80 bbl in sacks at the close. ft win- 
ter wheat patent flours ranged $5.90@ 
6.40, in wood, with straights at $5.50@ 
6.25 and clears at $5.30@5.60. 


GRAIN FOR GREECE 


The Polyktor has been chartered to 
load a full cargo of ‘wheat from Boston 
for a Grecian port, and will sail some 
time during the present week. She will 
take about 250,000 bus wheat, and will 
be followed by the Christos Markettos 
for a Grecian port with 180,000 bus 
wheat. The Massarua has been chartered 
to load a cargo of wheat or flour to a 
French port, and is scheduled to sail 
about March 7. There is plenty of grain 
here destined for shipment across the 
ocean, but the difficulty is in getting 
steamers. Ocean feright rates are firmly 
held and show no signs of working lower. 


NOTES 


J. L. Rodney, president of the Abilene 
(Kansas) Flour Mills Co. and E. W. 
Cady, Auburn, N. Y., were in Boston 
last week. 

Articles of incorporation have been 
filed by the Arax Grocery Co., Inc., Bos- 
ton, with a capital of $100,000, and the 
Swanson Baking Co., Fitchburg, Mass., 
with a capital of $25,000. The F. L. 
Jones Co., bakers, has been formed in 
Bangor, Maine, with a capital of $50,000. 

New England business interests are 
showing practical unanimity in urging 
that the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion permit the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad to continue its own- 
ership and control of steamship lines on 
Long Island Sound. The commission has 
been in session in Boston since Feb. 23, 
and will continue until March 1. 

The annual midwinter dinner of the 
Boston Flour and Grain Club was held 
Feb. 25, at Young’s Hotel, Boston. 
About 150 members and their guests 
were present. John N. Cole, chairman 
of the Committee on Industrial Develop- 
ment for Massachusetts, and F. O. Wil- 
liams, were the principal speakers of the 
evening. The officers are: Henry B. 
Thompson, president; J. Karcher, Jr., 
vice-president; Elmer E. Dawson, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 

Louis W. DePass. 





ROCHESTER 


Rocuester, N. Y., Feb. 28.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills last week 
was 12,200 bbls, of which 8,800 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 60 
per cent of capacity, compared with 12,- 
400, or 61 per cent, the previous week, 
15,200, or 73 per cent, a year ago, 12,500, 
or 63 per cent, two years ago, 10,700, or 
52 per cent, three years ago, and 13,500, 
or 66 per cent, four years ago. 

The break in the wheat market de- 
moralized business in the flour trade, and 
millers complained of the dullness. They 
said it was impossible to accomplish much 
business in spring wheat flour, most buy- 
ers either withholding entirely or else 
bidding so far under the market that 
mills could not accept. Shipping direc- 
tions came in slowly and the mills ran 
only part time. Trade in Rochester and 
vicinity was light. 

Spring wheat patents ruled easier. 
Millers quoted as low as $6.75, wood, 
Boston, for the best, compared with $7.30 
the previous week. The first of the week 
there was a little business done at $7. 
This was the best price obtained. At the 
close of the week they were offered at 
$6.75, with buyers bidding around $6@ 
6.25. 

Spring clears were dull and heavy. 
Reductions of 40@50c bbl were made, 
some mills offering the best at $5.85@6, 
wood, Boston. The highest price ob- 
tained was $6.40, which was paid the 
first of the week for a fancy. New York 
buyers were not active in this market, 
being’ able to buy at a lower price in New 
York. . 

Spring low-grade flour was in light 
supply and lower. One mill reported 
sales at $3.55, jute, here or $3.80, jute, 
Boston. This was the lowest figure. The 
highest price was $5, jute, New York, for 
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a fancy that has a reputation for fine 


A reduction of 50c bbl was made by 
some of the mills in spring patents to the 
city trade. Grocers: and bakers were able 
to buy at $7, wood, compared with $7.50 
the previous week. The city demand was 
only moderate. 

The demand for winter wheat flours 
was lighter, the break in the wheat mar- 
ket depressing the trade. A few fair 
sales of straights were made the first of 
the week at $6.10, wood, Boston, a reduc- 
tion of 15c from the previous week. 
Later, when wheat slumped, the demand 
for flour fell off and it was difficult to do 
any business. : 

Another reduction of 15¢ bbl was made 
in the price of rye flour but it failed to 
stimulate the demand. Sales were light 
and for immediate requirements. Buyers 
paid $5.80, wood, Boston, for a few cars 
of pure white. The same price was quot- 
ed to Rochester buyers. Shipping direc- 
tions came in slowly. 

Graham flour was reduced 5@10c bbl, 
sales being made at $5.40, wood, Boston, 
in car lots. Demand moderate. No 
change in city price, which was $6. En- 
tire wheat flour was reduced 25c bbl, 
sales being made at $6.90, wood, Boston. 
Demand light. 

Buckwheat flour was steady, with sales 
at $3.50@4 per 100 lbs, in 5-lb paper 
sacks. Demand was only fair. 

Demand for millfeed was slow, and 
prices were a little lower. One mill made 
a reduction of $1 ton in the price of 
spring bran, making sales at $24.50, in 
100’s, Boston, while another mill made 
sales at $22, in 100’s, f.o.b., Rochester. 
Spring middlings were in moderate de- 
mand at $27.50@28.50, in 100’s, Boston. 
Winter bran sold at $26 and winter mid- 
dlings at $29, in 100’s, Rochester. Rye 
feed was in moderate demand at $25, in 
100’s, Rochester. 

NOTES 

George Davis, of the J. G. Davis Co., 
was on an eastern trip last week. ~ 

George Motley, of the Moseley & Mot- 
ley Milling Co., was out of the city last 
week. 

Millers reduced the price of winter 
wheat 12@15c bu from the recent high 
mark, and farmers stopped hauling. 





R. J. ATKINS. 
NASHVILLE 
Nasuvitte, Tenn., Feb. 28.—Flour 


‘prices were in a state of demoralization 


last week on account of the rapid decline 
in the price of wheat. Business was of 
light volume, bookings being less than 
50 per cent of the output. The shrinkage 
in prices had the effect of checking re- 
sellers, as the margin they have enjoyed 
the past few weeks has been wiped out. 
Current business was of light volume. 

Prices showed a loss of 40@50c bbl. 
Both millers and buyers are hopeful that 
the bottom will soon be reached, and 
an established basis on which business 
can be handled in the normal manner. 
Prices at the end of the week were sub- 
stantially as follows: best or short soft 
winter wheat patents, in cotton, f.o.b. 
Ohio River, $6.15@6.25; standard or 
regular patents, $5.75@5.90, mainly $5.75; 
long patents, 10c under standard; low- 
grades, 30@50c under standard. 

Advices received by commission men 
showed sharp declines on Minnesota and 
Kansas City flours. Business showed a 
tendency to dullness most of the time. 
Quotations: hard winter wheat patents, 
delivered Nashville, $5.15@5.40; spring 
wheat patents, $5.90@6.10. 

Wheat was about 15c bu cheaper last 
week, with moderate movement. No. 2 
red was quoted at $1.18@1.20. 

Millfeed showed little change, with 
moderate demand. Curtailment of output 
causes millers to have confidence in the 
market, and cold weather has been fa- 
vorable to consumption. Quotations: 
wheat bran, 100-lb bags, ton, f.o.b. Ohio 
River, $20@20.50; mixed feed, $22@23; 
standard middlings, $23@24. 

Corn showed some decline in sympathy 
with wheat, being quoted at 72@74c. 
Corn meal, $1.65@1.75 per 96-lb bag at 
local mills, with moderate demand. 


OUTPUT 


Nashville and outside mills, with a ca- 
pacity of 134,340 bbls, showed an output 
last week of 93,814, or 69 per cent of 


capacity, compared with 57.7 per cent in 
1915 and 53.9 in 1914. 


Stocks, with oe “Nga as re 
>< 


through the Nashville Grain E 
were: 

Feb. 26 Feb. 19 
Wiser, DBM <2 coc cecscsecccs 46,000 50,300 
Wheet, DUS cccccccccccscs 471,500 578,500 
COPm, DUB cccccccccccecces 464,000 427,000 
Gee, BD wid cewececacdves 490,000 473,000 


Receipts of grain at Nashville last 
week, 206 cars. 


NOTES 


Harry Newman, of Victor Chemical 
Co., Chicago, was in Nashville last week. 

P. Moses and E. I. Reardon are inter- 
ested in company that proposes to estab- 
lish flour mill with 30 bbls capacity at 
Sumter, S. C. 

The Interstate Milling Co., Charlotte, 
N. C., will make additions to plant so as 
to increase daily output from 400 to 500 
bbls. Charles Moody is president. 

House & Meiser Milling Co., Paragould, 
Ark., has been reorganized as House- 
Jones Grain Co., and proposes to increase 
stock and erect a flour mill with 100 bbls 
capacity. : 

Manufacturers of self-rising flour at 
Nashville have been successful before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission in se- 
curing a suspension of a regulation of the 
several southern railroads proposing to 
withdraw the reshipping privilege from 
self-rising flour until the case can be 
heard on its merits. Nashville Roller 
Mills and Ford Milling Co. are com- 
plainants. 

Joun Lerrer. 





BUFFALO 

Burravo, N. Y., Feb. 28.—There was 
no use in talking flour to buyers at the 
close of the week except when the mills 
allowed them to make the price. On the 
first break, early in the week, quite a 
large amount of new business was done 
and millers were out for orders, ready to 
sell any quantity, but nothing could be 
done. Later, with a little stiffness in the 
option, buyers came in again. 

Patents were taken as a rule, the de- 
mand for straights and clears being light, 
while everybody wanted low-grades, and 
all the mills seemed to be sold ahead. 

The weak situation in the market is the 
embargo placed on shipments of flour 
and wheat to New England, and also by 
most roads to New York. Although ship- 
ments are being made to the latter point, 
there is no certainty as to when local 
points may be shut off. 

The mills here have had flour held up 
for six weeks, not half-way to destina- 
tion. The roads claim that this will only 
last a few days, but millers see nothing 
favorable in the outlook for getting stuff 
through. 

Local prices were reduced 50c bbl, and 
are likely to go lower with any further 
decline in wheat as considerable cutting 
has been indulged in lately in this sec- 
tion. 

Winter millers seem to be ready to do 
almost anything, but are unable to get 
buyers interested. They were offering 
short winter patent at $6.30, standard at 
$6.10, and pastry at $5.70, in wood, track, 
Buffalo. ; 

Rye flour sellers have not changed 
prices to date, although the feeling was 
easy. Quotations: No. 1, $6.05; straight, 
$5.50; blended, $5.15,—bbl, in wood, track, 
Buffalo. 

Millfeeds were strong early last week, 
and continued to advance, closing $1 
higher for bran and $1.50 for middlings. 
The mills managed to sell ahead, and 
with prospects of running light they have 
no spot stuff to sell at the moment except 
in mixed cars, for which higher prices 
than quoted are being obtained. 

Jobbers are talking stronger prices for 
spring wheat bran and raiddlings, in 
spite of the apparent weakness at some 
points. 

Winter wheat millers sold a little feed 
early in the week, but the trade flattened 
out entirely later. Asking prices: bran, 
$23.50; middlings, $24.50; mixed feed, 
$24.50,—track, Buffalo. 

There seems to be quite a supply of red 
dog offered at $30.25, and the demand is 
rather slow. 

Corn-meal coarse feed lower and de- 
mand only fair. Hominy feed and gluten 
declined sharply, with no improvement in 
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the trade. -Cottonseed meal active and 
roo og 4 easier. Oil meal steady, but it 
1 ke higher prices as the offerings 
are getting light. 

Kafir corn lower and in heavy supply 
at $1.14 per 100 lbs, bulk, track, Buffalo. 
Millet seed $8 per 100 lbs and sunflower 
seeds 54,@51,%c lb, sacked, track, Buffalo. 

Buckwheat was offered at $1.70 per 100 
Ibs, bulk, track, Buffalo. Little doing in 
flour, and offerings light at 3%4c Ib, in 
small paper sacks. 

Rolled oats quiet and only steady. Oat 
hulls, reground, sacked were offered at 
$17, track, Buffalo. 


THE OUTPUT 


The output of the mills in this district 
for the week was 112,200 bbls, represent- 
ing 67 per cent of capacity, compared 
with 132,700, or 80 per cent, the previous 
week, 122,700, or 89 per cent, in 1915, 
110,250, or 80 per cent, in 1914, and 
97,600, or 71 per cent, in 1913. 


NOTES 

The new plant of the Boutwell Milling 
& Grain Co., Troy, N. Y., is in operation. 

Stock of wheat in store and afloat is 
14,200,000 bus, compared with 8,081,000 
last year. 

M. B. Jones, of M. B. Jones & Co., 
grain dealers, New York, was on ’change 
Saturday. 

A. M. Hartwell, of the Minneapolis 
office of the Washburn-Crosby Co., was in 
Buffalo last wéek. 


With good sleighing, farmers brought 
considerable wheat to country mills, but 
had to accept $1.10@1.12, a drop of 10@ 
15c below prices expected. 

The Canadian Fairbanks-Morse Co., of 
Farham, Que., have completed negotia- 
tions to establish a plant at Niagara 
Falls, Ont., for the manufacture of 
“Midget” flour mills. 

The decrease in the amount of grain 
afloat in the harbor here is very disap- 
pointing and, with little prospect of any 
increased movement after the Canadian 
wheat is out of the way, it looks as if 
some vessels would be held up after 
April 1. 

With the organization of the Great 
Lakes Transit Co., which takes in all the 
lake passenger and package freight lines 
at Buffalo with the exception of the 
Lehigh Valley, traffic will go on as it 
always has, and to the satisfaction of 
shippers. 

EK. BAanGasser. 





PHILADELPHIA 


PurLavevpHia, Pa., Feb. 28.—There 
was little trading in flour last week, and 
prices were reduced 25@50c bbl in sym- 
pathy with the downward movement of 
wheat. 

Transactions were chiefly in second- 
hand stocks, which were available below 
mill limits. The bulk of the business in 
spring patent was in spot goods at $6@ 
6.10 wood, while millers were not willing 
to accept less than $6.25@6.40, and were 
holding some of their favorite brands as 
high as $7. 

Kansas flours were in small supply, 
but trade was slow and prices lower. 
Soft winters quiet, the bulk of the limited 
a“ being in near-by straight at $5.75 

The city mills report a slow trade, and 
reduced their limits about 25c bbl. 


Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 6,509,281 
bus, against 5,232,550 for the same time 
last year. 

Samuge  S. Dantes. 





VIRGINIA 

Lyncusurc, Va., Feb. 28.—A couple 
of cars of western flour were offered here 
Thursday at $6, with no response from 
buyers. New wheat looks poor. Early 
sown was hurt by fly, and late sown suf- 
fered from drouth in the fall. Acreage 
will be about 25 per cent smaller than a 
year ago. It is estimated that about 20 
per cent of old wheat is still in farmers’ 
hands. Quotations: local patents, $6@ 
6.50 bbl; Louisville, $6; Ohio, $6; Cni- 
cago, $5.90. Red dog, $32 ton; bran, $24; 
middlings, $26. 





The annual meeting of the Ohio Mill- 
ers’ State Association will be held some 
time in April. The secretary is inviting 
suggestions for the programme. 
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The tour market declined sharply last 
week. The first reduction, amounting to 
20¢ bbl, came on Monday evening, and 
was followed by another of like amount 
on Thursday evening, making 40c in all. 
At the same time blended flours were 
reduced 50c¢ bbl and straight winters 40c. 
All of these changes apply to the mixed 
car lot price delivered at Ontario points. 

The demand for flour for domestic de- 
livery is limited, even at these lower 
prices. Buyers are well supplied for the 
time being, and will probably wait for 
the market to settle before making fur- 
ther engagements. ~ _ 

Export business in flour would be en- 
tirely satisfactory if transportation were 
available. There is a good demand from 
Great Britain and a good supply of flour 
here, but the difficulty in making deliv- 
eries prevents trading. Sellers’ quota- 
tions for Manitoba are a full 2s below 
those of a week ago, while Ontario win- 
ters are Is lower. This makes a reduc- 
tion of 2@3s per sack within the fort- 
night. 

Leading Manitoba mills are now asking 
46s 6d@47s 6d per 280 lbs for choice 
export patents in 140-lb jute or cotton 
bags, ¢.i.f. London, Liverpool or Glas- 
gow, March-April shipment, while On- 
tario 90 per cent winter patents are held 
at 43s 6d@44s, same ports and terms. 

Toronto brokers’ prices for winter pat- 
ents for export are 40c bbl lower than a 
week ago. They are now paying country 
mills $4.50@4.60 bbl for this flour in 
their bags at seaboard. Local quotations, 


per bbl: 


Spring patents, firsts ............ $6.80 
Spring patents, seconds .............4. 6.30 
Spring patents, first bakers ........... 6.10 
Winter and spring blends ......... 6.10 
Winter 90 per cents 5.60 


All delivered in 98-Ilb bags, wholesale 
quantities, Ontario points. 
WINTER WHEAT 

There is an abundance of winter wheat 
offering at all Ontario mills. Farmers 
seem to consider that there is nothing 
to be gained by holding their supplies. 
All available storage at mill points is 
already well filled, and millers are not 
encouraging further deliveries. Within 
the week, prices declined 8@10c bu. No. 
2 red or white winter in cars at country 
points is now worth $1.02@1.04; slightly 
tough, 98c@$1; sprouted or smutty, 93 
@97c; farmers’ loads at mill doors, 90@ 
95¢ for sound wheat. 

Manitoba wheat is being taken by On+ 
tario mills in limited quantities at the 
equivalent of Winnipeg prices. At the 
close of the week, No. 1 northern was 
worth $1.35, bu in car lots, delivered 
Ontario mill points; No. 2 northern, 
$1.32; No. 3 northern, $1.301, 

MILLFEED STEADY 

Millfeed did not participate in the de- 
cline of flour prices. On the contrary, 
feed is firm and much wanted in all east- 
ern markets. Ontario bran is quoted at 
$25; Ontario shorts, $26; Manitoba bran, 
$24; shorts, $25; middlings, $26; feed 
flour, $1.75,—all in buyers’ bags, deliv- 
ered Ontario points. 


OATMEAL DOWN 


The general weakness in grain markets 
last week resulted in a decline of lic 
bag in rolled oats and a corresponding 
decline in oatmeal. Rolled oats in mixed 
cars, $2.50 per 90-lb bag, delivered On- 
tario points; oatmeal, in 98-lb bags, 10 
per cent over rolled oats. 

Export business in oatmeal is made so 
difficult by lack of ocean freight space 





that very little business is doing. Sell- 
ers’ prices are down fully Is per sack. 
Export quotations: rolled oats, 45s per 
280 Ibs, ¢.i.f. London, Liverpool or Glas- 
gow, less 2 per cent; pinhead oatmeal, 
14s; medium and coarse, 43s 9d. 

Reground oat hulls are steady. One 
seller improved on former prices to Buf- 
falo by 50¢ ton, but this was the only 
change noticed. Reground oat hulls, for 
export to Buffalo, $17@17.50 ton in bags, 
delivered, duty paid; Montreal, $16, f.o.b. 
in bags; Fort William, $11@12, in bags, 
for all-rail shipment. 

COARSE GRAIN LOWER 


Oats, rye, buckwheat and peas all de- 
clined 1@2e¢ bu last week. Barley weak- 


ened, but held the old prices. Quota- 
tions, per bu: 

No. 2 Canadian western ....... -@ 61 
No. 3 Canadian western ....... --@ 49 
No. 3 Ontario oats ............ 42@ 43 
No. 1 commercial oats ......... 41@ 42 
A” re ae 64@ 65 
SORNtOD, BOO co csevcccivecesccis 57@ 60 
gg PRET aT Tee OTE CUT 90@ 91 


Buckwheat 74@ 75 


No. 2 Canadian peas .......... -.@1.50 
CamaGiaG: COFM occ ite cecccsus 73@ 74 
Manitoba oats, f.o.b. Bay ports; Ontario 
grains, f.o.b, point of shipment. 
OCEAN FREIGHTS 


While some profess to see an early re- 
sumption in ocean freight bookings via 
New York and other ports, the imme- 
diate situation is, if anything, worse. 
Baltimore lines took some new contracts 
for flour last week, but even this was 
closed down upon latterly and at the 
week-end steamship agents here were out 
of business. Plenty of freight is waiting 
at all Canadian points for ocean space, 
and there seems little prospect of lower 
rates or improved service for some time. 

FREE WHEAT 

The vote on the Turriff resolution to 
remove the Canadian duties on wheat and 
flour, which was taken in the House of 
Commons on Feb. 23, resulted in its de- 
feat by a majority of 33. This removes 
the question from the sphere of possi- 
bilities for at least a year. 

NOTES 

Steamship agents are asking 54c bu 
to Liverpool for ocean space for wheat 
from Montreal for opening of navigation. 

Sterling exchange is quoted at $4.75 to 
the pound sterling on 60-day paper. This 
is the best rate Canadian mills have been 
able to get in some time. 

Charles Faessler, manager of the To- 
ronto branch of Parrish & Heimbecker, 
Ltd., grain merchants, Winnipeg, spent 
last-week in Winnipeg, Minneapolis and 
Chicago. iy 

R. Baird, who has been employed with 
W. C. Omand, flour broker, Toronto, has 
enlisted with one of the Canadian over- 
sea battalions, and is taking the train- 
ing for a commission. 

The winter wheat mills of Ontario are 
all offering fiour in quantity, and-a big 
volume of export business is waiting to 
be done when the markets settle and 
transportation is available. 

J. E. 
of the 


Anderson, manager at Toronto 
Lake of the Woods Milling Co., 
Ltd., left on Tuesday for New York. 
From there he will sail to the West 
India Islands and Bermuda for a holiday 
trip. 

Most of the winter wheat of this prov- 
ince that was thought to have been ren- 
dered unfit for milling by the rain dam- 
age of last August is turning out well. 
This condition has greatly augmented the 

vuilable supply. 

The executive committee of the Domin- 


ion Millers’ Association met in ‘Toronto 
Thursday. Routine matters were dis- 
cussed, Dr. MeGill, chief analyst of 


the Dominion government, explained cer- 





tain new proposals relating to the grad- 
ing of millfeed. 

A Manitoba milling company was the 
loser in an action before the non-jury 
assize court in Toronto last week. The 
case arose out of a contract made in 
October, 1913, to deliver 10 cars of flour 
to a Toronto baker. No time limit for 
delivery was fixed. Subsequently the mill 
gave.notice that the flour must be taken 
by Sept. 1, 1914. Buyer did not comply, 
but after outbreak of war he claimed 
fulfillment of his order and the courts 
have now decided in his favor. This cost 
the mill about $3,000. 


WESTERN CANADA 

Winniprc, Man., Feb. 28.—The first 
of last week flour declined 20c bbl in 
the Winnipeg market, owing to lower 
wheat prices. Later, another drop of 
20¢ occurred. Demand fell off, as it very 
often does on a falling market. Export 
demand was reported fairly good. Prices 
to Manitoba points, in cotton or jute 
bags, delivered to the retail trade, net: 
best patents, $6.60 bbl; seconds, $6.10; 
first clears, $5.20; lower grades, $4.10. 

Demand for bran was active, and the 
shortage reported a week ago continued. 
Prices of feeds remained steady. Net 
prices to Manitoba retail trade, in 100-Ib 
sacks: 





Dn - vo¢ebre bied ee buss eueres eke ‘ $19.00 
- . SPPPrrerrererrerirreyes tte “e 21.00 
i RPOPCreT Tree re Tr rrr es 28.00 
De: SD o'n-0 6066584 2000680606 0008 29.00 
Mixed barley and oats ............. . 28.50 
Cie GRIND p.vccdscedvccnternsace ccoccss See 


Rolled oats dropped 10c¢ last week, and 
oatmeal lic, making the former $2.30 per 
80-lb sack, and standard and granulated 
oatmeal $2.90 per .98-lb sack. Trade in 
those cereals was fair. Corn meal was 
quiet at unchanged prices—$2.50 per 
98-lb sack. 

Although there were reactions on some 
days, oats lost 3@4c on the week, and 
the closing price of No, 2 Canadian west- 
ern at the week-end was 39%4¢, against 
45%,¢c a week previous. Demand for oats 
at the breaks was reported active. 

Fluctuations in barley were almost in 
line with changes in wheat and oats. 
The closing price of No. 3 barley on Sat- 
urday was 62'%c, against 68c on the pre- 
ceding Saturday. The market was gen- 
erally quiet. 

Flaxseed worked down all the week, 
and on Saturday lost nearly 3c, when the 
closing price of No. 1 northwestern was 
$2.02, against $2.09 a week previous. 
Trade was very limited. 

The break in the Winnipeg wheat mar- 
ket on Monday and Tuesday of last week 
was followed by a rally on Wednesday, 

which day the feature of the market 
was heavy selling. On Thursday, pres- 
sure to sell came apparently from all 
sides. Buying was heavy all day, but not 
heavy enough to support the market. 

The buyers were mainly export houses. 


Market rallied some on Friday, when 
there was heavy covering by shorts as 
well as buying by export firms. Cash 


wheat trade, however, was limited, and 
offerings were moderate. Heavy liquida- 
tion by big concerns was reported Satur- 
day. The decline of the six days brought 
the total drop of Winnipeg May wheat 
in a month to 234. 

Closing prices of wheat in Winnipeg 
on each day of the week: 





— --Futures—, 


in 2n 3n May July 
Feb. 21 122% 119% 117% 124 123% 
Feb. 22 ..... 118% 116% 114% 120% 120 
i eee 120 117% 115 121% 121% 
Peo. 84 ess. 114% 112% 109% 116% 116% 
Fem BB secve 116% 114 111% 118% 117% 
Po Oe éaces 111 108% 106 112% 112% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 


CROP MOVEMENT 


conditions continued to 
western railway lines, 


Better weather 
relieve traffic on 


and the average wheat inspections past 
Winnipeg last week averaged more than 


weeks 
prac- 


600 cars per day. For several 
many railway branches had been 
tically closed up by snowstorms. Now, 
with improved climatic conditions and 
full elevators, the movement of grain in 
the next few weeks should be large. 

Inspections of oats averaged more than 
140 cars per day; barley, less than 20. 
A feature was the increase in flaxseed 
shipments, which averaged about 15 cars 
per day. 








NEW GRADING 

At a meeting of the council of the 
Winnipeg Grain Exchange last week, the 
contract grades for 1916-17 were adopt- 
ed. The principal feature of the resolu- 
tion adopted was the eliminating of the 
premium of Ic bu on No. 1 hard wheat 
over the contract grade. The resolution, 
which goes into effect Oct. 1, 1916, was 
as follows 

“That No. 1 Manitoba northern wheat 
be the contract grade of wheat for the 
season of 1916-17, with the privilege of 
delivering on contract grades higher 
grades wheat; with the privilege of deliv- 
ering No. 2 Manitoba northern wheat on 
contracts at 3c discount under No. 1 
Manitoba northern wheat, and with the 
privilege of delivering No. 3 northern 
wheat on contracts at 8c discount under 
No. 1 Manitoba northern wheat. 

“That No. 2 Canada western oats be 
the contract grade of oats for the season 
of 1916-17, with the privilege of deliver- 
ing on contracts higher grade oats, and 
with the privilege of delivering on con- 
tracts extra No. 1 feed oats or No. 3 
Canada western oats at a discount in 
each case of 3c per bu. 

“That No. 1 northwestern Canada flax- 
seed be the contract grade for the same 
season, with the privilege of delivering 
on contracts No, 2 Canada western flax- 
seed at a discount of 3c per bu. 

“That No. 3 Canada western barley be 
the contract grade for the same season, 
with the privilege of delivering on con- . 
tracts higher grade barley, and with the 
privilege of delivering on contracts No. 
4 Canada western barley at a discount 
of 5c per bu under No. 3 Canada western 
barley.” 








WESTERN EMBARGO 

In order to afford immediate relief to 
farmers and others who have grain ex- 
posed to the weather, the Board of Rail- 
way Commissioners for Canada has or- 
dered an embargo for 15 days on the 
loading of all cars of grain to Fort Wil- 
liam and Port Arthur from points west 
of Saskatoon and Moose Jaw, excluding 
the line from Weyburn to Govanlock 
In the embargoed territory, grain cars 
are to be loaded to interior terminal ele- 
vators at Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, Cal- 
gary, and all points west of Kenora, in- 
clusive. 

FREE STORAGE AT CALGARY 

In order to assist in the storage of 
grain at the government elevators at 
Fort William and Calgary, the Canadian 
Pacific Railway has announced a nom- 
inal charge of le per 100 lbs for the in- 
direct haul to Fort William via Calgary 
from Stavely and stations north on the 
McLeod division, and on the Aldersyde 
branch from Kirkaldy north, with a 
maximum charge of 2c per 100 lbs from 
stations south of Stavely and south of 
Kirkaldy. 

These rates will be in effect until May 
1, 1916. The Board of Grain Commis- 
sioners for Canada announce that, during 
this period, free storage will be given 
at Calgary, in order to supply space for 
unsheltered grain in that district. 

NOTES 
Spencer, of the Consolidated 
Duluth, visited Winnipeg 
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Elevator Co., 
last week. 
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The newly appointed Weed Commis- 
sion for Manitoba has started a cam- 
paign to rid the farms of the province 
of noxious weeds. 

The Saskatchewan government has is- 
sued a bulletin in which it is figured that 
the area prepared for the crop of 1916 
in that province is 4,504,891 acres, 
against 10,540,796 sown in the spring of 
1915. 

The railway companies announced that 
farmers were very busy hauling as much 
as possible of their grain before the snow 
melts. This probably accounts to some 
extent for the increase in thé grain in- 
spections at the Winnipeg yards. 

R. W. Moraison. 





MONTREAL 

Monreat, Que., Feb. 28.—On Monday, 
prices for spring wheat flour declined 20c 
bbl and winter wheat grades 10c, and on 
Thursday a further decline of 20c was 
recorded in the former and 10c for the 
latter, making a net reduction for the 
week of 20@40c, which are the first de- 
clines that have taken place since Sept. 
6, 1915. This weakness may be attributed 
principally to the fact that wheat in the 
Winnipeg option market receded during 
the past month 16@17%c bu, of which 
94,@10%¢ was recorded last week. 

There was no improvement in the de- 
mand from foreign buyers for spring 
wheat flour; consequently, business in this 
direction for near-by or future shipment 
was very quiet. According to late advices 
received here from English importers, 
there is too little confidence with regard 
to the future to allow the flour trade to 
take any active part in forward business. 

Domestic trade was quiet, there being 
only a limited demand from small buyers 
for supplies to fill actual wants. Spring 
wheat first patents sold at $6.90, seconds 
at $6.40, and strong clears at $6.20 bbl in 
bags, and 30c more in wood. Choice win- 
ter wheat patents changed hands at $6.50, 
and straight rollers at $5.90@6 bbl in 
wood, and the latter in jute at $2.75@2.85 
per bag of 98 lbs. 

Receipts of flour for the week were 
26,850 sacks, compared with 25,928 for 
the same week last year. Exports of 
flour from Portland and St. John arriv- 
ing on the other side for the week ending 
Keb. 26 were 18,190 sacks, against 23,558 
a year ago. 

Millfeed was fairly active, there being 
a steady demand from both local and 
country buyers, and as the offerings were 
not large the market was steady, with 
sales of bran at $24, shorts at $26, mid- 
dlings at $28@30, pure grain moullie at 
$33, and mixed moullie at $31 ton, in- 
cluding bags. 

In sympathy with the lower prices rul- 
ing in the Winnipeg option market for 
oats and the sharp decline on spot, a 
weaker feeling prevailed for rolled oats 
and prices were 10c bbl lower than a week 
previous, with a fair amount of business 
doing for domestic consumption at $5.25 
bbl in wood, and at $2.45@2.50 per bag 
of 90 Ibs. 

Receipts for the week were 5,460 sacks, 
compared with 410 for the same week last 
year. Exports from Portland and St. 
John arriving abroad for the week end- 
ing Feb. 26 were 101 cases and 1,050 
sacks, against 1,499 sacks a year ago. 

In spite of the unsettled condition of 
wheat at both American and Canadian 
centers, and the fact that prices in the 
Winnipeg option market declined 94@ 
10%ec bu for the week, demand from 
foreign buyers for all Manitoba grades 
was good for near-by and spring ship- 
ment, and sales of 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 
bus were made by local exporters. 

In sympathy with the weakness on this 
side, cables were weaker and the prices 
paid were 1s 6d@2s qr lower, with sales 
of No. 1 northern for February-March 
shipment to Liverpool at 69s@70s_ 6d, 
March-April at 67s 6d@69s 3d; April- 
May at 65s 3d, and to London No. 1 
northern sold for April-May at 65s 3d@ 
67s. The trade on spot in wheat was 
fairly active, with sales of 200,000 to 
300,000 bus for shipment from Fort Wil- 
liam for export account. There was also 
a fair demand from millers for Ontario 
winter wheat, and sales of a number of 
car lots were made. 

A strong feeling prevailed in the local 
ocean grain room situation, and rates are 
steadily working toward the highest level 
in the history of the trade, the advance 
recorded last week to some ports being 
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Is 6d@Is 9d per qr. This is attributed 
to the continued demand for room, and 
the fact that the bulk of it for May-June 
to all ports has been booked up, the en- 
gagements so far being estimated at 
4,000,000 to 5,000,000 bus. 

Engagements were made to Liverpool 
at 17s 3d for May, with 18s now bid, 
and 18s asked for May-June, while 18s 
has been bid for London for May, and 
agents are asking 17s 9d for Glasgow for 
May-June, and 18s for Belfast and Dub- 
lin. Business has been done in Liverpool 
room for May-June shipment at 18s, 
equivalent to 54c bu, and one tramp ves- 
sel has been taken for June loading from 
here to Avonmouth at 17s 6d. 

A weak feeling prevailed in oats, and 
prices declined 14,@2'%c bu, which is 
attributed to the weakness in the Winni- 
peg option market of late, the increased 
offerings here and the fact tbat there is 
no business doing for export account. In 
addition, domestic demand is only for car 
lots to fill actual wants. 

Trade was quiet, with car lots of No. 2 
Canada western selling at 5144,@51%4¢, 
No. 3 at 494, @49%c, extra No. 1 feed at 
491, @493,c, No. 1 feed at 4814@48%4c, 
and No. 2 feed at 474%,@47%4c. Ontario 
and Quebec No. 2 white oats changed 
hands at 4814,c, No. 3 at 47¥,¢c, and No. 4 
at 4614,c bu, ex-store. There was a mod- 
erate demand for Manitoba rejected and 
feed barley, and sales of car lots were 
made at 69c bu ex-store, but the trade in 
Ontario malting barley was slow and 
prices were unchanged at 75@78c bu, ex- 
track. 


EXPORTS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR 
Exports of grain and flour from the 
ports of Portland and St. John that have 
arrived at their destination for the week 

ending Feb. 26: 
Wheat Oats Barley Flour 


To— bus bus bus sacks 
Liverpool « Seen. sauce § Medex 1,500 
London ..... 79,962 62,500 108,064  ..... 
CE ccc ctehee = Povws 41,666 16,690 
Avonmouth... 484,371 89,504 229,230 ..... 
rr. < “BEER Sebet. seeee eos 
i ss SEE Bends seen cevee 
Genoa ....... ee Lag A LE Le Ee 
ROR 0.6 BRGOOO fic ee 3 (wesee § § seese 

Totals ....1,455,885 142,004 378,960 18,190 


LOCAL STOCKS IN STORE 


Stocks of grain and flour in store in 
Montreal on the dates mentioned: 


Feb. 26 Feb. 19 Feb, 27 
1916 1916 1915 

Wheat, bus .... 1,264,895 1,227,336 994,119 
Corn, DUS ..i.cs 13,460 11,264 128,763 
Oats, bus ...... 1,880,200 2,057,506 1,044,273 
Barley, bus .... 198,469 194,447 260,402 
I ae 25,048 25,761 14,726 
Buckwheat, bus. 6,302 5,262 7,611 
Flour sacks..... 52,149 50,226 33,830 


Tuomas S. Bark. 
MARITIME PROVINCES 

Sr. Jounn. N. B., Feb. 28.—Flour 
prices have declined, but feeds continue 
firm and without change. Manitoba flour 
was quoted Friday at $7.50 bbl, a decline 
of 20c from previous week. Ontario 
flour has dropped 25c bbl, to $6.75. Quo- 
tations are for car lots in wood, f.o.b. 
track, St. John. 

Rolled oats and standard oatmeal have 
declined 30c¢ bbl. Rolled oats are quoted 
at $5.70, and standard oatmeal $6.25. 
Bran and millfeed unchanged. 

* * 

The transatlantic business continues 
heavy. Grain and flour shipments are in- 
creasing in volume, and the indications 
are that the month will show a heavy in- 
crease over previous records. 

Avrreo E. McGintey. 


Terms of Shipment 

The question has been raised as to 
whether the Millers’ National Federation 
has taken official action as to interpreta- 
tion of the trade terms “immediate,” 
“quick” and “prompt” shipment. 

At the annual meeting of directors, 
delegates and members in Chicago, April 
9, 1915, these definitions applying to ship- 
ment of flour and feed were adopted: 

“Immediate,” shipment within three 
days from date of receipt of shipping 
instructions, including day instructions 
are received. 

“Quick,” shipment within seven days 
from date of receipt of shipping instruc- 
tions, including day instructions are re- 
ceived. 

“Prompt,” ‘shipment within 14 days 
from date of receipt of shipping instruc- 
tions, including day instructions are re- 
ceived. 
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ARTHUR J. DODGE 


SPECIAL : REPRESENTATIVE 
WOODWARD ‘BUILDING*WASHINGTON D.C. 














‘Wasuineton, D. C., Feb. 28.—A volu- 
minous complaint has been filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission by the 
Federal Milling Co., Lockport, N. Y., 
also operating a mill at Camillus, N. Y., 
against practically all the rail lines car- 
rying wheat and wheat products from 
Minneapolis: and rate points, Duluth and 
Superior, to eastern points, about 40 car- 
riers being mentioned in the list of initial 
or connecting roads. The issue involved 
is the rates on wheat and flour at Lock- 
port compared with rates granted on 
wheat and flour to Minneapolis shippers 
to eastern points. 

It is asserted that the complaint is not 
concerning a particular rate but involves 
the whole relation of wheat and flour 
rates. The Federal Milling Co. asserts 
that it must pay 5c for milling in transit 
as a stop-over, plus the difference in the 
grain rate and products rate on ship- 
ments in competition with the Minne- 
apolis mills. 

Elaborate tables are presented showing 
the disadvantage to the complaining mills 
of 2c per 100 Ibs on wheat originating 
beyond Minneapolis, compared with flour 
rates charged to Minneapolis millers on 
all shipments destined to points in the 
East, although to one set of rate points 
in the East the discrimination is shown 
to be about le per 100 Ibs. 

The essence of the complaint is that the 
carriers be restrained from charging the 
5e stop-over rate at Lockport, and so to 
adjust their rates as not to give advan- 
tage to the Minneapolis mills over the 
milling at Lockport on wheat from Min- 
nesota points. 


A GRAIN RATE DENIED 


The Interstate Commerce Commission 
has denied the application made on be- 
half of the Northern Pacific Railroad and 
connecting carriers, to make a rate of 
244%4c per 100 lbs on wheat in car lots 
from Linton, N. D., to Chicago and rate 
points, without observing the long and 
short haul clause of the interstate com- 
merce law. This application was made 
under section four of the law, and would 
cover shipments to Chicago or points havy- 
ing the Chicago rate, on shipments from 
the point in North Dakota, 


RATES IN MIDDLE WEST AND SOUTH 


A case brought by the Paducah, Ky., 
Board of Trade against the Burlington, 
and practically all the railroads in the 
West and Northwest, involving shipments 
of grain from various points in Central 
Freight Association territory, and West- 
ern Trunk Line territory, with  mill- 
ing and transit rates at Paducah, has 
been considered by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, and a report and de- 
cision is handed down through Commis- 
sioner Meyer. 

The commission holds that there must 
be an equalization of rates between 
Paducah and Cairo, Ill, and that the 
milling or handling of grain in transit at 
Paducah must also be in accordance with 
similar privileges granted at Cairo. The 
decision affects practically all the grain 
that passes through that part of the 
country and milled in transit for the 
Carolinas and other states of the South 
and Southeast. 


SOUTHWESTERN GRAIN RATES FOR EXPORT 


In a case brought in Oklahoma by the 
millers’ and grain dealers’ associations of 
that state and others against the Santa 
Fe, and a half dozen other railroads in 
the Southwest, the issue was raised 
whether these roads should furnish 
through routes and joint rates on wheat 
to New Orleans, as well as to Galveston, 
Texas. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission 
ordered the Santa Fe road to establish 
from producing points on that line in 
Oklahoma through routes and joint rates 
to New Orleans for export that shall not 


exceed by more than 5c per 100 lbs the 
rates in effect at the same time from the 
same points of origin to Galveston, 
Texas. 

BILL OF LADING MEASURE 


The Senate Committee on Interstate 
Commerce, through Senator Pomerene, 
of Ohio, a member, has favorably re- 
ported the bill introduced by that sena- 
tor, relating to bills of lading. This 
measure, known as the Pomerene bill, has 
been pending in one form or another be- 
fore the interstate commerce committees 
of the two houses for two or three years. 

It once passed the United States Sen- 
ate, and was then rejected by the House 
committee for the reason, among other 
things, that the members of that commit- 
tee believed that the bill in the form it 
was approved by the Senate would not be 
constitutional. 

The claim is made by Senator Pomer- 
ene, in his report on the bill, that the 
measure in its present form, which covers 
practically all bills of lading for ship- 
ments in- interstate commerce, was ap- 
proved by the American Bar Association 
as late as 19157 

In addition to setting forth various 
reasons why the bill should be enacted by 
Congress, and after discussing the appli- 
cation of the measure to duplicate bills of 
lading, altered bills, forged bills, ete., a 
large part of Senator Pomerene’s report 
is devoted to a discussion of the constitu- 
tionality of ‘the measure. A number of 
decisions of the courts, including the 
Supreme Court of the United States, are 
quoted as sustaining the view that the 
Pomerene bill is constitutional. 

In concluding the discussion of this 
branch of the subject, Senator Pomerene 
says: “Would it not be hypercritical to 
say that the bill of lading thus relating 
to interstate shipments is valid and bind- 
ing on all parties concerned from the day 
it is issued to the day it is spent, and 
subject to the control of Congress at all 
times save only when it is transferred or 
negotiated by or between two citizens of 
a state within the same state? 

“Is it sound to say the federal law can 
regulate its issuance and operation be- 
fore it is thus transferred or negotiated 
between two citizens of the same state, 
and resume its jurisdiction immediately 
after it is thus transferred or negotiated 
between them, provided the subsequent 
transfers or negotiations shall be between 
citizens of different states? Must Con- 
gress, after it has assumed jurisdiction, 
surrender it for a moment of time to the 
state authorities only to resume it again 
after a certain contingency ? 

“If so, what becomes of the doctrine of 
our Supreme Court that when Congress 
does legislate upon a subject its act 
supersedes any and all state legislation 
on that particular subject? <A careful 
study of these decisions of our Supreme 
Court forces the conclusion that the con- 
stitutional objections raised are not 
sound.” 


THE GRAIN STANDARDS BILL 


The House of Representatives has 
been so much engaged during the past 
week with the consideration of appropria- 
tion bills that no opportunity has been 
presented for considering the grain stand- 
ards bill. It is indicated from reports 
received here that representatives of the 
millers will not urgently request a change 
in the Rubey bill with respect to the time 
limit upon changes in standards by the 
secretary of agriculture. This disputed 
question will probably be left for con- 
sideration in the Senate committee, where 
opportunity for hearing the department 
officials and the millers and grain men on 
this question will be given, if desired. 

A. P. Husband, secretary Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation, was in Toledo Feb. 23 
conferring with President Mennel on 
Federation matters. 
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moderate. No. 1, 94@98%ec; No. 2, 92@97c; active until toward the close of the week, weakness in wheat flour and with the de- 
No. 3, 90@9%6c when most offerings were carried over. Cash cline in cash rye. A moderate jobbing 
CORN—Declined 2@5c early in the week; Prices: hard wheat, No. 2, $1.07@1.12; No. 3, trade is reported at $5.30 bbi in jute, up to 


a a $1.05@1.12; No. 4, 97¢@$1.06; soft wheat, $5.90 in wood. 
later market recovered, closing firm. De No. 2, $1.07@1.10; No. 8, $1.03@1.07; No. 4. 








All quotations eminent to confirmation, 








mand was good for choice dry samples. me MILLFEED—tTrading has been quiet, and 

CHECASS, VED. 98 Sample grades were liberally discounted, to 97¢@ $1.03. values about steady. Arrivals are smal! 
FLOUR—Prices, carload and round lots, 461) Receipts, 453 cars. Millers bought CORN—Fair offerings, with fair scatter- owing to the continued car congestion, and 
f.0.b, Chicago: freely of white, offerings being moderate. ing current demand and only trifling deliveries are slow. Quotations, per ton: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR No. 3 yellow, 73@76c; No, 4 yellow, 68@73c; changes in quotations. Cash prices: mixed coarse western spring, in 100-lb sacks, to 

Leading Minneapolis brands, % No. 2 mixed, 71@74c; No. 3 white, 71@765c. oe No. 2% nf Be. gk ty ere eek eee agore om ge 
a e . . . . > white ec , No. 2, 70@70%c; o. 3, 67 .v og. .50; oil meal, . ty 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, less OATS—Declined 3%c. Demand continues @ 6k. orn, o. 2 “% % poe fi veh yg Bane $23, 100-1b a $24.66. 





. to re- good for all grades, and offerings were well ; 
souns Secon for cash to re ‘ ate st alga Eo 4 Hessiote, 485 carn. The heavy feed, in bulk $24, 100-lb sacks $25.60; 
Etiese : ree nes Ot. DETROIT, FEB. 26 flour middlings, 100’s, $32; red dog flour, 











Spring wheat patent, jute 6.65 @6.25 local trade paid top prices for choice heavy. 
Spring wheat straights, jute 6.50@5.65 astern trade restricted on account of em- FLOUR—Car lots in wood, per 196 Ibs, $55, in bien 
Spring wheat clears, jute. 4.76 @56.00 bargo. Standard, 44@46c; No. 3 white, 42% net: CORN MEAL—Market dull and steady for 
Becond clear, 140 ibs, jute. 2.40@3.80 @415%c; No. 4 white, 42% @45c.° Michigan patent, best ........... $5.75 @5.80 obi $8803 oo; dan pomuw, 10%m ahs ahaee 
mes = 140 Se, aw BOE Ht eH WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS Michigan patent, ordinary ....... nee hae 100’s, $2.05; coarse, 100’s, $1.70@1.75; weed 
my ae Serre Dae, Ligh x + -~Receipts— --Shipments on yey oe LIFE ESE B OM oiebats iny, bbl, $4.35@4.40; granulated yellow, 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 1916 ©1915 1916 er Ae 445@450 $430 per bbl; white granulated, $4.30 per 
Patent, southern, jute ..........- $5.65@6.90 Flour, bbis.. 20,090 72,820 732,000 66,410 Michinan santana: Alkv -ga ll aap 3.45@3.50 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $2.05; brewers’ meal, 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 5.40@6.69 Ni bent, Nee. nese CONES socdas Gen tat Spring patent (Detrolt-made) ... 6.35@6.40 ee rt See Fare See eee, See 
Shana’ ae : ote 5.204 r Corn, bus... 583,950 4 A2 y eae ; - 35. 
Clear, southern, jute .....-.++-4.4. §.20@5.40 Oats, bus... 921,500 674,500 1,053,064 497.810 ae —— y= BE aeescves Stewate 
: HARD WINTER FLOUR Barley, bus. 477,120 359,080 346,528 126,292 j) Rmeso® BMLGm & Mobb S 5.50@6 55 TOLEDO, FEB. 26 
a £0 6 8.037 ‘Minnesota first clear ....-+-++-+0- le e 'e 
First patent, Kaneas, jute........ eet tee eye. om gt +4 +4 ear “Sane Minnesota second clear .......... 4.25@4.30 FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
a per aa. poccsneo oone ert te} sed ° ’ 4 F PU ED os coche cnesccsébaecscenss pry tet lots, f.0.b. Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
ear, Kansas, D sevesosccereee 5.6 BIOMEOE FIO 2c cccsccccccccdcacece 5.25@5. 196 Ibs: 
RYE FLOUR ST. LOUIS, FEB. 26 SE MURP a ened ds 5 2Aowteeh nis cana 5.00 @5.10 a 
a 5.105.320 FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- MILLFEED—Car lots, in bulk, 2,000 Ibs: SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN JUTE) 
aye fea’ ae eg i aie 9 he . 6504.80 tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: ‘rain $20.50@ 21.00 Patent, Toledo-made .........-e.eeeee: $5.70 
4 ye hour, stan PO, JUTE nw eecees : ee ee ee ee ee NS ee ess em) 6d ne eee eae eee er ern ore . . 
MILLFEED—The production of mill prod- HARD WINTER FLOUR Standard middlings ........... 20.50@21.00 SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
ucts being large, mill offal is again offered Quotations per 196 Ibs, in 140-Ib jute bags: Mixed feed ----...--.---+-++++- 44 tog a ore Oe ee «+++ $5.60@5.65 
in quite liberal quantities, and values have DOREF DOIOME sciccvioerssscecers $5.50@5.60 C “es sad NES wececccecssccere 29.00@ 29.25 ere ee vedven ~-+ 5.60@5.55 
declined. Spring wheat bran is quoted at Straight .......-cceeecceedeveees §.25@5.35 cen gg ate Ne PERE S OHRE Mae 28. 75@ 29.00 EY 5 a. bebban 642.b6-45aaewhnceen ae 5.10@5.15 
$21, middlings at $272.74, winter wheat bran First ClO ..csccsccsccstvreteces 4.60@4.70 ‘ ont 2 ene kenee tine de . : MILLFEED—C 
at $22.25, middiings at $27.50, and red dog Low-grades to second clears:..... 3.40@4.15 Corm and eat eBep .......+.-.. 36.35 938.50 ton, f.o.b. ED_—Car a Se a 
at $30.26, in 100-lb jute or cotton sacks. ‘. CEREAL PRODUCTS—Car lots, in wood, 
ey - amie Mark iutas 4 i SOFT WHEAT FLOUR net: Winter wheat bran ........ «++ -$22.00@23.00 
IKN GOODS—Market quiet and prices First tant, in eotten $5.50@5.75 DOUG <n bcs adccetb sicesenc’ 23.00 @ 23.50 
lower. Meal is quoted at $1.73 and grits rat patent, In COULOM ....+4++++- . 9.49 Rolled oats, 180 Ibs .............. $5.00 @5.10 Middlings 24.00@ 24.50 , 
at $1.74 per 100 Ibs. Becond patent, in cotton ......... 6.26@5.40 Yellow granulated meal, 196 Ibs.. 3.75@3.85 goring Sheat mixed feed... eee +4 
Extra fancy, in jute ........00005 4.90@5.05 Yellow cream meal, 196 Ibs....... auseees Ses een sees cove o OPER. 88 
RYE—Offerings exceeded demand, and in ‘ Renal 4 ( ° . . Oil meal, in 100-lb bags........ «eee» @33.50 
rices lower. No. 2 sold early at 94c, with Low-grade to clears ........++++. vote cited White granulated meal, 196 lbs... 3.85@3.95 Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag @ 5.00 
rh the best bid at the last : MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-lb bags, White cream meal, 196 Ibs....... 3.65 @3.75 o wae hy <- te , 
ote the best | ae ape basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft GRAIN—Closing prices: WHEAT—Closing prices No..2 red: 
WHEAT Seabens’ oomene gc act ve, wheat bran, $1; hard wheat bran, 94@96c; Stok ohekt, 06. 15% -cadiiete 12 Cash May July 
with sales of 100,000 bus hard winter anc middlings, $1.15@1.30. At mills to city * vane » ee... aiden te agi Z Monday ....... - $1.28% $1.30%  $1.24% 
hard western Local mills and elevators tr . bee 03: 204 6 MOP .céctdsove 1.17% 3 yellow corn... 74 e 
/ ade: bran, $1.03; middlings, $1.20@1.40. A ‘ Tuesday*® ...... © sesece eoccee cocteee 
took the choice at about unchanged pre SGP svixcsive 1.15% Standard oats.. 46 , 
TIT TAT . . ally Wednesday .... 1.26% 1.28% 1.23% 
miums, but low-grades are hard to dispose WHEAT—Cash demand weak, especially 1 white wheat 1.10% 2 rye .......... 96 Thursd Pade S F . 3 
of except at wide discounts, No. 2 red, the latter part of the week, and prices de- ursday ....... 1.19% 1.21% 1.18% 
le over to 1c under May, and sold at $1.13% clined 7@11c on soft wheat and 8@1le on WEEK'S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS feo 4 tte eenee . ca. eT Sag 1.20% 
@1.17%; No. 3 red, 1@4e under May, and hard wheat at the close. Receipts were 395 --Receipts— -—Shipments— oe Holiday han ah 16% a 1.16 
sold at $1.1344@1.16%. No, 4 red sold at Cars, against 748 for seven days previous 1916 1915 1916 1916 : 
$1. No, 2 hard, May to 2c under, and sold week. Closing prices: No. 2 red, $1.16@ Flour, bbis... 6,000 8,000 8,000 6,000 Receipts last week 191 cars, 82 contract; 
at $1.12@1.16%; No. 3 hard, 83@7c under sie Pie: i oi eres No. 4 red, Wheat, bus.. 49,000 45,000 46,000 11,000 year ago 119, 71 contract. 
May, and sold at $1.08@1.12%. No. 4 hard @1.02; No. hard, p 1.02. Corn, bus.... 141,000 100,800 137,000 53,000 CORN—Receipts 214 cars, 37 contract; 
gold at $1@1.10. No, 1 northern, 3@5c over CORN—Cash demand quiet to fair, with Oats, bus.... 121,000 42,000 63,000 6,000 year ago 39, 23 contract. Quotations: cash, 
May, and sold at $1.18%@1.20%; No. 2 prices practically unchanged. Receipts 225 Rye, bus..... 16,000 6,000 6,000 ..... 76c; May, 78%c; July, 78%c. Local cash 
northern, May to 2%ec over, and sold at cars, against 468. Closing prices: No. 2 —— 7 rices in store and through billed: No. 3 
' STOCKS (BUS) 4 & 
$1.14@1.14%. No. 4 northern sold at $1.11 corn, 73¢c, nominal; No. 3 corn, 70c; No. 4 . yellow, 76c; No. 4 yellow, 69@70c; No. 5 
@1,11%, and No. 4 northern at $1.11. No. corn, 66@67¢c; No. 5 corn, 59@65c, nominal; 1916 1915 1916 1915 yellow, 65@67c; No. 6 yellow, 62% @6i4c; 
2 hard Montana, nominally 2@3c over May No. 3 yellow, 73%c, nominal; No. 4 yellow, Wheat 383,000 291,000 Oats.. 295,000 66,400 sample, 40% @42c. 
i7%4c: N y be: N 60e Corn 438,000 688,200 Rye 105,000 14,500 
WEEK'S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS csc 4 witn tikes Web ema Tee the os eo: +5 OATS—Receipts 48 cars, 2 contract; year 
NO, in 2, ‘a oe «CS 2 B, ‘ ad, eS eee . f . - 
Keceipts and shipments of flour and grain nominal; No, 4 white, 66@66%c, nominal: ew Y , P ago 46, 27 contract. Quotations: cash, 47% 
for th “ek ith e ris (000's omit- a - on i @66%e, NEW YORK, FEB. 26 @4i8c; May, 47c; July, 44%c. Local cash 
oe 1¢@ week, with comparisons s om No. 5 white, 63@665c. FLOUR Largely nominal. Quotations, prices in store and through billed: standard, 
ast Receipts Shipments CORN GOODS--City meal, per bbl, $3.26, car lots: Jute sacks Wood 47%c; No. 3 white, 46% @46%c; No. 4 white, 
oat eae ¢ Soin 1918 f.0.b. in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, Spring patent ........ $5.55 @5.80 $5.85@6,10 45@45%c; sample, 41@44\c. 
Flour, bbls 230 176 171 132 $3.66 Spring first clears..... 5.10@5.35 5.40@5.65 WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus 2,566 979 1,527 1,183 OATS—Demand quiet. Prices were 14%@ Spring low-grades..... 3.30@4.05 ....@. 
Corn, bus . 3,644 2,289 1,418 1,676 2%ec lower Receipts 192 cars, against 270 Winter patent ........ 5.99 @6.00 6. 00@6. 30 7-Receipts— -Shipments— ‘ 
Oats, bus 4.641 2.892 1.567 2,251 Closing prices: No. 3 white, 43@43%c; No. 4 Winter straights ..... 5.300 5.60 6.60@5.90 . 1916 ~ 1915 1916 1915 y 
ats, ; , , Whe t 000 1 
Rye, bus 127 54 100 63 White, 43c; No. 2 mixed, 43@43%c, nominal; Winter low-grades .... 4.30@4.80 ....@.... eat, bus.. 191,000 170,000 23,500 174,800 
Sariey, bus 761 527 294 266 No. 3 mixed, 40@4le. Kansas straights ..... 5.40@5.65 nes « pg =. eee ryt ohn eee He pre 
RYE—No. 2 rye, 98c, nominal; No. 3 rye EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK eh eee? . : atch 
AW , P 93c¢, nominal, at 
FLOUI ce ng oP “ ! wanes RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS t led 166,169 pon ge 4 ber | 000 FRELARGESMEA, FED. 20 
“LOUR fholesale prices, car ots, per “IN uM 6 Al ‘ MINTS ale 90,106 y 78, C e ’ FLOUR—Recei - 
40U sipts during the week, 6,511 


to Liverpool, 18,959 to London, 7,049 to Bris- 

















bbl, fob. Milwaukee: -~ Receipts --Shipments 1 7 5 
. 4 > * . on 9° este »bis and 65,752,291 Ibs in sacks. oxports, 
Hard spring wheat patent, wood. .$6.70@7.00 : 1916 1915-1916 1916 Saas co aren haar nerdonux, 71,808 ts 36,850 sacks to London, 37,925 to Glasgow, 
Huard spring wheat straight, wood 6.20@6.60 Flour, bbis,.. 101,200 71,230 112,600 92,870 % 200 Lo M4 on” te 13,200 to Manchester, and 5,850,770 to Co- 
: ; hes } 209,299 486,800 792.62 29 O16 St. Nazaire, 7,674 to Marseilles and 24,000 oe ’ ’ , 
Maney clear, jute ...... sereeee 6.40@6.60 Ww nent, us. . itipos oeene reaped He gre to the Wast Indies penhagen. Quotations, 196 lbs in wood: 
‘ Corn, bus.... 427,070 424,800 300, 262,240 4 5 one 
aoe ye sicily ' ee feet ibe. oee8 @6.66 Gata he an 423, 300 334.900 323.070 238.160 The wheat exports amounted to 2,638,385 Spring favorite brands ........... $6.25 @7.00 
4 ag ee eee 15@6.35 Kye, bus..... 25,300 5.450 18.630 1.970 bus, of which 608,766 were to Liverpool, Spring patent ............+.- «ees 6.00@6.25 
it @ flo r, eountey blonde jute 6.060615 Barley, bus 14,400 20,800 ..... 1.260 270,669 to London, 151,266 to Hull, 204,300 to Spring straight .............+.. -- 5.50@5.80 
ye ag * a y + nda, ju ’ . rp 586 ’ : Glasgow, 361,872 to Rotterdam, 210,095 to Spring first clear .......eeseeeeee 5.20@5.65 
Kiin-dtied granaiated Ww hite corn wiih STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) Havre, 360,498 to Bordeaux, 165,822 to City mills— i 
x i f J > ‘ 9 Ld ¥ » 1 
meal, 100 Ibe, cotton ... ‘ va scevtneee Feb. 26 Feb. 19 Feb. 27 Leixoes, 239,224 to Naples, and 175,878 to Castes ane Saucy patent. .... +o 6.25@1.00 H 
‘ dy 1916 1916 1915 Genoa, Regular grades— ; 
Kiln-dried granulated yellow corn oe Winte tent 6.00 @6.30 
meal, 100 Ibs, cotton .. ...@2.00 No, 2 red wheat... 115,266 106,643 979,784 WHEAT—The break in futures has been eee MeeeEe, COT OCCS Cease 4 6 0006. 
Sota aviaiain. tokens maasihae® tea aah No, 2 hard wheat.. 641,064 642,267 24,482 followed by a corresponding decline in the Winter straight ...... teeeees 5.65 @5.90 
* ¢ $20 7B: ate ae a fr 9 1d 1 — $22 50 No. 3 COFM ..0200:: 83,180 83,787 83,415 cash market. Premiums, compared with the ,,. Winter first clear ........... 5,40@5.55 
ed a 20,75; standa 16 middiings, $22.5 No. 2 white corn... 109,787 109.787 30.205 future market, are about the same as a Winter patent ..... oreeceee seeeee 6.00@6.30 
@2%; rye feed, $22.50; flour middlings, $25.60 . Rar wine ore o Wy LOOT GRIEG ..60vaces cicwesecs 5.65 @5.90 
i 26 red do $25.75 @ 29.60; hominy feed Ne Were CORR... aeceks rcdves> 34, ) week ago. The export business has absorbed A . . » 5 ‘ 
$36 as Ps se te Ah ake ’ $96.60,--all_ in a SOP oceans cs 23,454 19,264 41,136 so much wheat during the week that offer- Winter first clear .......... eoeces 5.40@5.55 
500.10 A sd . « b VER. Uy , , © WG GORR. ss cncind’ ckhbine 72,977 ings have been taken off at the prevailing Kansas patent, jute sacks........ 5.70@5.90 
eacks No. 3 white oats... 349,886 345,741 977,121 quotations. Business has been largely in Kansas straight, jute sacks....... 6.40@5.70 
WHEAT—Declined 16¢ for the week, with Standard oats .... 5,080 5,082 86,041 Manitoba wheat, although quite an impor- Kansas first clear, jute sacks..... 5.00 @5.35 ; 
demand good from millera for choice. Re No, 8 FYE wee iscees 3,694 3,694 8,395 tant line of winter wheat was worked on MILLFEED—In small supply and firm but 
ceipts, 125 cars, Off-grades were fairly well Friday. Values are quoted at Chicago May quiet. Quotations, ton: \ 
taken by shippers, Millers have fair stocks KANSAS CITY, FEB. 26 price f.o.b, the Gulf for No. 2 hard winter Winter bran— : 
of choice milling on hand, but buy all good 7: . : a and at 10c over May f.o.b. the seaboard. City mills’, in 100-Ib sacks S @25.00 
wheat offered. No, 1 northern, $1.20@1.31; FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat Durum wheat is scarce. Manitoba wheats , 4 wee 
J ” 74 27 ! 7 2 J flour, basis jute 140's or cotton 98's, f.o.b. wae Western spot, 100-lb sacks.... .....@26.00 
No, 2, $1.17@1.27; No. 8, $1.07@1.20; No. 1 , 5 . on the spot are well controlled At one 
ve, A. 7) A 4 Bae Kaneas City, prompt shipment: . To arrive, in bulk ........... 23.00 @23.50 
velvet, $1.20@1.31; No, 2, $1.17@1,20; No y, I U P ° time there seemed to be almost no limit to Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 
2 hard, $1.12@1.24; No, 2 red, $1,14@1.24; Patent.....$5.10@5.560 First clear.$4.30@4.65 the orders for Manitoba wheat, but there Spot peeps ht! 4 Aig fee LA 23.50@24.00 q 
No, 3 red, $1.10@1.21. Straight... 4.90@56.15 Low-grade 3.50@4.00 was wheat for sale when the orders were To arrive, all-rail BAUS TS 23.00 @ 23.50 
No. lnor No,2nor No. 3 nor Federation differentials govern other pack filled. A large portion of the business in White middlings, to arrive, 100- 
Monday ., 128@131 124@127 114@120 ages Manitoba wheat was opening of navigation, ID BACKS 2 ocr ecccccvecesceces 28.50 @29.50 
Tuesday*® . @... FP * Ae For central states and ‘cotton sack” and at 10@16c under that near by. Quota- Standard = paratege to ‘arrive, 
Wednesday... 1256127 122@124 112@118 trade, mille quote $5.60@5.80 bbl for first tions at the close of the week were as fol- Beet GED cesccbevassiesss 24.50 @25.50 
Thursday 122@0127 118@126 107@117 patents, cotton 48's, arrival draft. lows: No. 1 northern spring, $1.34%; No. 2 Red dog, to arrive, 140- Ib sacks 32.00@33.00 
Friday ....-. 120@122% 117@119 107@112 On round lots, Interior mills quote $4.80@ hard winter, Chicago, $1.283%:; No. 2 red Shorts, to arrive, 100-Ib sacks.. 24.50@25.50 
Saturday ... 117@119 114@116 100@110 5.10 for 956 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. winter, $1.26%; No. 1 northern Manitoba, Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-Ib sks 25.00 @ 26.00 
*Holiday Kansas City, jute. $1.42%; No. 2 northern Manitoba, $1.40%. WHRAT—WMarket wesk and i8¢ lower 
op " " . ’ a es. > 
BARLEY—Prices declined 83@1c. Demand Patent usually means from 65 to 80 per CORN—Cash corn has been very steady Export demand fair, but foreign limits in 
fair from brewers and maltsters for choice, cent; “straight, 100 per cent; “straight during the week. Demand is flat and with- most cases too low to permit of business 
j while low-grades were slow. Receipts, 337 patent,’ 95 per cent out feature. There is a little export busi- Receipts, 1,147,593 bus; exports, 1,026,669: 
cars, The movement has been checked by MILLFEED—Bran is sharply lower and ness, but no general demand. stock, 1,556,804, Closing prices, bu: 
the decline, but expectations are that re in poor demand; shorts demand atill fair OATS—Cash prices were weak and lower, 
ceipts will improve with the coming week, and prices not quotably lower. Quotations, following the decline in the future market CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 
No. 3, 70@74%ec; No. 4, 67@72c; rejected, basis Kansas City, per 100-Ib sacks: bran, and also on account of the weakness in cash No, 2 red, spot, March ...... $1.19 @1.21 
G20 690; Wisconsin, 68@7T4%e 6c; brown shorts, $1@1.02; gray, $1.05@ oats at the West and the general decline in No. 2 southern red .......... 1.17 @1.19 
i NYE—Declined 6@7c. with demand fair 1.10; white, $1.15@1.20; corn chop, $1.30@ western asking prices. Some export busi- Steamer No, 2 red ........... 1.16 @1.18 
from millers and distillers for cholee, Low 1,40, ness has been put through on the decline, NO. BS TOD .ncccssccevscstcecs 1.16 @1.18 “ 
i and thin samples slow and difficult to sell, WHEAT—Cash prices were off 10@12c but there is no volume of buying, just an PAOROMOGE sis Winsw ceed vpecaes 1.13% @1.15% 
Receipts, 65 cars. Demand from country with the great break in futures, Country occasional cargo. Rejected B ....-.eseeeeeeees 1.12 @1,14 


millers and southern distillers for choice was movement fair. Demand here moderately RYE FLOUR—Values declined with the RYE FLOUR—Quiet but steady under 
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small supplies. Quotations: $5.50@6 per 196 
ibs in either wood or sacks. 

CORN—Trade slow and market declined 
lc. Offerings moderate but ample. Re- 
ceipts, 66,000 bus; exports, 102,856; stock, 
160,059. Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


No. 3 yellow ...-cccccscccesese 81% @82% 
Stemmer Yollew . ......-cccccccee 80 @81 
SB EE. Saweecidersvcncves 76 @77 
Sa. 6. bc dinds teecosseces 74 @75 
Cob, POP TO TOR 6 .ccccccccsccss ++--@78 


CORN PRODUCTS—Quiet and some kinds 
a shade easier in sympathy with the weak- 
ness of raw material. Quotations: 

100-Ib 


Bbls sacks 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$3.85@3.90 $1.75 @1.80 
Granulated yellow meal 4.15@4.25 1. 
Granulated white meal. 4.00@4.10 1.85@1.95 


Yellow table meal..... 3.85@3.90 1.75@1.80 
White table meal...... 4.00@4.10 1.85@1.956 
White corn flour ...... 4.00@4.10 1.90@1.95 
Yellow corn flour ..... 4.05@4.10 1.90@1.95 
Pearl hominy ......... 3.95@4.00 1.85@1.90 


Hominy and grits, case 1.70@1.75 ....@.... 


OATS—Market declined 2@2%c under a 
slow demand and increased pressure to sell. 


Receipts, 91,210 bus; stock, 415,089. Quota- 
tions: 
RR eer ees 54 @54% 
DURE, WEED ccc isc cvesecssce 52 @53 
FOG DB WN oc céccccciiccesccedes 51 @52 
Se Se ME 6. b.b pwtstd0C caseecas 49 @50 
pO Per or r err rrr tT Teer 46 @47 
Purified oats, graded .......... 51% @53 
OATMEAL—Trade fair and market 


steady. Quotations: ground, per 200 Ibs, 
wood, $6.16@6.32; patent, cut, per 200 Ibs, 
wood, $6.16@7.20; rolled, steam and kiln- 
dried, per 180 lbs, in wood, $5.60@6; pearl 
barley, in 100-lb sacks, $2.80@4.75. 





BUFFALO, FEB. 26 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Spring 

WD BOGE akc ccc deeded dececes $6.30@6.50 
SO ns. cbc han cease cbeteecicses 6.00 @6.10 
a. | PPP eee eee 5.35 @5.50 
Second clear ....ccccccccccessers 4.00@4.35 
LiGPAPOES. cc ccccncvccsccsccccses 3.25 @3.50 
aaa rer rT Tre Tre @6.05 

Sacked 
Spring bran, POF tOM ....ccccccscccss $23.00 
Standard middlings, per ton ......... 25.00 
Flour middlings, per tom ...........-. 29.00 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sacks, ton...... 30.25 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ........ 28.76 
Giutem: 2006, BOF BOM occccscvccccccccs 28.35 
Corn meal, coarse, per tom ........+. 28.50 
Corn meal, table, per ton ............ 35.00 
Cracked corn, per tOM ......ccccceees 29.00 
Cottonseed meal, per ton ..........+. 35.00 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... 33.50 


Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 5.75 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 17.00 


WHEAT—tThe working price for No. 1 
northern in vessels here was 13c over Chi- 
cago May. At that limit all the round lots 
were taken, and 15c was asked for the re- 
maining scattering offerings. No. 2 northern 
was quoted at 12c over Chicago May. Durum 
seems to be cleaned up. Winter wheat 
dropped about l14c during the week, and 
there was no demand at that decline at the 
close. Offerings on track were put in store 
to await a better market. No. 2 white was 
quoted at $1.16; No. 3 white, $1.12; No. 2 
red, $1.18; No. 3 red, $1.14,—on track, 
through billed. 

CORN—Lower and closed weak. Receiv- 
ers held on, expecting buyers to come into 
the market, and are now fairly well loaded 
up. Millers were not anxious for corn at the 
close of the week, and the feeling was de- 
cidedly easy. No. 3 yellow, 77%c; No. 4 
yellow, 75%c; No. 5 yellow, 68% @69%c; 
No. 6 yellow, 64% @65%c; sample yellow, 
60% @61%c,—on track, through billed. 

OATS—Demand was only fair, and offer- 
ings of anything good were light. The mar- 
ket declined 2@2%c, and closed weak. Clos- 
ing: No. 2 white, 49%c; standard, 48%c; 
No. 3 white, 45% @46c; No. 4 white, 44%@ 
44%c,—through billed. Store: No. 2 white, 
49%c; standard, 49%c; No. 3 white, 48\c, 
—carloads. 

BARLEY—Only a small amount of busi- 
ness was done, considering the decline of 
6@8c ton during the week. Maltsters are 
looking for a further decline. Track ship- 
ment was offered at 75@77c, and May lake 
shipment at 75@7é6c, in store, Buffalo, 


RYE—No sales and no inquiry. 





BALTIMORE, FEB. 26 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 


Spring patent, special brands..... $6.20@6.35 
Spring patent ...cccccscccccceess 5.95 @6.10 
Spring straight ...ccccccccccccecs 5.65 @5.80 
Spring first clears .........++++6+ 5.00 @5.25 
Spring second clears ........+.+. 4.25 @4.75 
City mills’ best patent (blended). @5.95 
City mills’ patent .......--eeeee «++» @5.85 
City mills’ straight ..........-+.- @5.50 
City mills’ first clear ..........+. @5.10 
Winter patent, special stencils.... 5.85@5.95 
Winter patent ..cccccccccccescecs 5.70 @5.80 
Wimter straight ..ccccccccccccces 5.35 @5.50 
Winter first clear .......-...+4545 4.85 @5.10 
Hard winter patent ..........+.++ 5.90 @6.05 
Hard winter straight ............ 5.50@5.75 
Hard winter first clear .......... 4.75 @5.00 
Rye flour, pure and blended...... 5.00@5.60 


MILLFEED—Unchanged on spring bran, 
otherwise 50c ton lower and _ inactive 
throughout. Quotations, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton: spring bran, $22.50@23; spring mid- 
dlings, $24@24.50; city mills’ bran, $24@ 
24.50; middlings, $24@24.50. 

WHEAT—Down 13%c, with demand and 
movement adversely affected by decline and 
embargo. Receipts, 535,884 bus; exports, 
879,902; stock, 1,408,765. Closing prices: 
No. 2 red, spot, February and March, 
$1.18%; No. 2 red western, spot and Febru- 
ary, $1.20. 

CORN—Comparatively steady, with move- 
ment and demand moderate. Receipts, 826,- 
405 bus; exports, 188,657; stock, 1,449,374. 


Closing prices: contract spot, February and 
March, 79c; April, 79%c; domestic yellow, 
track, 80@8ic; range of southern white and 
yellow for the week, 77@80c; near-by yel- 
low cob, bbl, $4. 

OATS—Off 1% @3c, with demand and 
movement light because of restrictions. Re- 
ceipts, 59,774 bus; exports, 500,000; stock, 
440,757. Closing prices: standard white, 
5ic; No. 3 white, 49c; No. 4 white, 46%c. 

RYE—Lost 6c, with movement and de- 
mand greatly handicapped by the cars and 
boats. Receipts, 98,808 bus; exports, 190,- 
724; stock, 1,174,417. Closing price of No. 
2 western for export, $1. 

BARLEY—Declined 5@6c, with demand 
and movement small. Receipts, 196,462 bus; 
exports, 74,760; stock, 735,760. Closing 
prices of feeding barley for export: 44-Ilb, 
72c; 50-lb, 75c. 


WEEK’S EXPORTS (BUS) 


To— Wheat Corn Oats Rye 
Miareeiiiesn ... SG0GGR  .cccs coosse ceess 
BE whesses eeese wanes 500,000 ..... 
A coeciel chews twee: seeee 158,513 
Belfast ..... De Mises, «cents igecai 
London ..... ne eee —sedse “keene 
BO isco RE geese 8 stess seoes 
Copenhagen... 116,400 17,143 ..... 32,211 
EE askce . xaens SUInee « Schee “hose 
Randers ..... BEEP dusas eceees cases 





Totals ..... 879,902 188,657 500,000 190,724 





BOSTON, FEB. 26 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload—~ Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent....... $7.00 @7.25 
Spring, Minneapolis ............. 6.40@6.50 
ED vad kok 060.0606 6s 06 6.00@6.25 
Spring first clear, in jute......... 5.15 @5.60 
Kansas patent, sacks ............ 6.00@6.50 
WERter POTORE ccc cscccccscscccses 5.90@6.40 
SEE eddensasecdeseewds 5.50@6.25 
, le OO eee ee 5.30@5.60 


MILLFEED—A fair, demand for wheat 
feeds; market fairly steady. Buyers not in- 
clined to purchase ahead of pressing needs. 
Oat hulls quiet and held at a wider range 
of prices. Gluten, hominy and stock feeds 
quiet. Cottonseed and linseed meals dull. 
Alfalfa meal quiet and lower. Quotations, 
mill shipment, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: 
spring bran, $23.50; winter bran, $23.75; 
middlings, $26.50@29.50; mixed feed, $25.75 
@29; red dog, in 140-lb sacks, $33; oat hulls, 
reground, $19.75@21; gluten feed, $31.25@ 
32.25; hominy feed, $30.15; stock feed, $30; 
cottonseed meal, $35@37; linseed meal, 
$36.75; alfalfa meal, $22@24. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A good demand 
for oatmeal at the decline of 25c bbl. Corn 
meal in good demand; market lower. Rye 
and graham flours quiet and lower. Quota- 
tions, mill shipment, in wood: rolled oat- 
meal, $5.25; cut and ground, $5.75; granu- 
lated corn meal, $4.15; bolted, $4.10; feed- 
ing, in 110-lb sacks, $1.53@1.55; cracked 
corn, in 110-lb sacks, $1.55@1.57; rye flour, 
in sacks, $5.40@5.90; graham flour, $5@6.50. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 
7-Receipts— --—Stocks——, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls.. 38,570 38,668 
Wheat, bus.143,146 83,898 1,345,112 858,421 
Corn, bus... 30,892 58,499 58,864 193,337 








Oats, bus...131,735 58,227 279,427 3,916 
Myo, BOB.ce secee 437 27,076 90,179 
Barley, bus. 27,007 16,510 112,369 222,234 
Millfeed, tons. ... BOB cccccs §=6vevses 
Corn meal, bbls 250 BIG ssesee sevese 
Oatmeal, cases 750 BOBO sceeess 3 sveces 
Oatmeal, sacks ... a erer ly eee 
WEEK’S EXPORTS 

o—Flour—, Wheat Corn 

To— bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool 15,886 198,967 ...... 
London ...... sas 3 weeee 41,686 = .cceee 
Miscellameous. 126 ..... «cescse cseocee 
Totals ..... 126 15,886 Bee 
Since Jan. 1..1,716 318,557 4,027,164 443 





DULUTH, FEB. 26 
FLOUR—Mill quotations _ car or round 
lots, per 196 lbs, f.o.b, Duluth 
Fe b. 28 1915 
-$5.70@5.80 $7.15 @7.45 


First patent, wood... 
5.60@5.70 -7.05@7.35 


Second patent, wood.. 


Straight, wood ....... 5.50@5.60 6.95 @7.25 
First clear, jute....... 4.55@4.75 6.20@6.35 
Second clear, jute..... 3.10@3.55 5.30@5.45 
Red dog, jute ........ 2.80@2.90 3.00@3.05 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, 140 lbs, f.o.b. Duluth: 


Feb. 28 1915 
Med. semolina, jute...$5.70@ 5. 80 $7. 55 @7.65 
Patent, JUte ..ccccecccs 5.30 @5. 40 7.10@7.25 
Cut straight, jute..... 4.75@4.85 6.25@6.50 


RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, Feb. 28, were: 
family blend, $5.15; pure white, $5.40; pure 
dark, $4.50; dark blend, $4.50. 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 

By weeks ending on dates given: 
1916 bbls 1915 bbls 1914 bbls 
Feb. 26..25,000 Feb. 27..29,750 Feb. 28..20,435 
Feb. 19..39,900 Feb. 20..26,925 Feb. 21..24,020 
Feb, 12..22,200 Feb. 13..18,600 Feb. 14..15,170 
Feb. 6..16,370 Feb. 6..22,490 Feb. 7..20,800 

Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 
1916 bbis 1915 bbis 1914 bbls 


Feb. 26.. 8,930 Feb. 27.. 5,000 Feb. 28,. 7,115 
Feb, 1 Feb. 20.. 8,885 Feb. 21.. 5,270 
Feb, 12 Feb. 18.. .... Feb. 14.. .... 
Feb. 5 Feb. 6.. 5,450 Feb. 7.. 


DULUTH MILLFEED PRICES 

Mill prices per ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. 
Duluth-Superior, were, Feb. 28, with com- 
parisons: 1916 1915 
BPO cccaccceveses $21.00@21.50 $21.00@21.50 
Stand. middlings.. 22.00@22.50 21.00@21.50 
Flour middlings... 26.50@27.00 26.00@26.50 
Red dog ......... 28.50@29.00 29.50@30.00 
Boston ‘aiaed feed 24.00@24.50 23.50@24.50 

For feed in 200-lb sacks, 25c per ton less 
is asked. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


WHEAT—An unusual array of bearish in- 
fluences and scares prevailed all the week. 
The break long looked for by many at last 
materialized. Every possible effort was ap- 
parently made to weaken large holders and 
cause them to liquidate. This they at last 
did, and on an enormous scale. Heavy sell- 
ing was augmented by stop orders and, in 
the excitement to unload, prices were 
sacrificed. Rallies were feeble and ineffec- 
tual. Market closed (Feb. 26) sick and on 
bottom. No. 1 northern lost 17%c; May, 
14%c; July, 14c. Durum—No. 1, 14%c; 
May, 14%c; July, 13%c. Cash wheat was 
weak. Mills reduced purchases, and pre- 
miums slumped. Elevators took surplus of- 
ferings on basis of May; only one outside 
mill paid over that. Increased receipts and 
offerings tend to slow up trading. Bonded 
stuff is arriving in liberal volume. Total 
increase in all wheat for week, 1,087,000 bus. 
Elevator space will soon fill up at this rate. 
Influences responsible for the selling were 
freer country offerings and movement, lack 
of interest in American wheat by exporters, 
congestion at seaboard, scarcity of ocean 
room, large Argentine and Australian ship- 
ments, and political news, 

CLOSING DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, 
spot, May and July: 

-Spot durum—, 
No. 1 No. 2 May July 
23% $1.20% $1.23% $1.23% 





-21% 1.174% 1.20% 1.21% 
19% 1.15% 1.18% 1.19% 
14% 1.10% 1.13% 1.144% 
15% 42.11% %2114% 1.15% 
b. 26 09% 1.06 1.09 1,10 
Feb. 27, 1915.. 1.54 1.50 1.54 1.50% 
*Holiday. 
Duluth grain—closing prices on track: 
Oats Rye 
No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
Oe. 29 cscs ++ - @45K% 95@ 96 65@71 
Feb, 21 ..... gut Se 94@ 95 63@70 
MOR. BB .nce seecd oo Meee --@.. 
Feb. 23 ..... 42% Sisx 92@ 94 61@67 
Feb. 24 ..... 40% @41% — Oe 569@65 
Feb. 25 ..... 41% @42 90@ 92 59@65 
Fob. 36 2.00% 40% @41% 88S@ 90 59@65 
Feb. 27, 1915. -@53% 113@114 67 @76 
*Holiday. 
Duluth closing prices cash wheat: 
Feb. No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 


29.. 128% @ 131% ete 128% 117% @1244 
21.. 123% @12 250% @ 188% 114% @119\% 
° i seees aseerQPacdse sn ceeePececs 
23.. 121% @123% iis % Oi20% 111% @115% 
24.. 11655 @118% 1135 @115% 106% @110% 
25.. 117% @119% 114% @116% 107% @111\4 
26.. 112 @114 109 @111 102 @106 
STF. canes @151% 146% @148% ..... @..... 
*Holiday. 1915. 
Stocks of coarse grains at Duluth-Superior 
elevators, on Feb. 28 (000’s omitted), in bus: 
-—— Domestic, -—Bonded— 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 


COFR secccs «+. 1,976 342 ese 

Oats eserves 480 2,845 1,360 982 "25 2,237 
BIG sewencs 25 41 325 | 

Barley .... 844 652 699 86 6 109 


Flaxseed ..1,626 358 1,484 20 248 231 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 

Receipts And shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (Feb. 28), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bus (000’s omitted): 





on Receipts—, -—Shipments—, 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Spring 159 256 17 eee 234 35 
Durum .... 244 38 16 1 92 one 
Winter .... 22 1 8 T seo 
WeSterh 105 ces oes eee 1 
Totals .. 425 295 41 9 326 35 
Bonded ... 844 54 7 102 124 
Totals ..1,269 349 48 111 4650 35 
COPA .ccsse eee 9 1 eee eee eee 
OO cccccse 26 121 6 5 30 8 
Bonded. 426 eee s 15 eae 3 
FO wevesss 4 13 5 1 és 
Barley .. 24 52 9 16 47 14 
Bonded. . 32 1 1 1 1 
Flaxseed .. 23 36 2 oe 2 
Bonded. . 3 8 oe 2 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, Feb. 28 
(000’s omitted), in bus, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 

--Wheat stocks—, -— grade——, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
bus bus bus cars cars cars 
2 hae@ ... 276 108 1,172 1 eee 
1 northern.2,656 2,517 5,940 109 49 10 
2 northern.1,489 3,064 1,724 116 69 13 




















No. 3 .... 162 1,107 133 57 55 7 
No. @ .... 89 40 3 18 24 =... 
Rejected .. ... see 14 2 4 1 
No-grade . 10 wee 6 9, 4 1 
Sample ate See eee 4 1 eee 
Sp’l bin...2 ,610 2,296 565 ee 
Totals. 7,186 9,132 9,557 207 32 
Macaroni. 5,213 247 1,899 49 34 
S'western. 747 766 670 2 7 
Western... ... 9 Cea, abe 1 eos 
Mixed ... eee eos coe bas 12 19 








Totals 13,146 10,15412,126 609 271 92 
Bonded .. 1,956 174 1,112 1,009 80 13 





Totals 15,102 10,328 13,238 238 1, 618 351 105 
Afloat ... 758 eee 1,434 ee 








Totals 15,860 10,328 14,672 1,618 351 105 


FLAXSEED—Renewed liquidation of long 
holdings caused prices to decline 7% @8&%c. 
Present sentiment is that bottom has not 
been reached. A leading operator, however, 
has expressed the opinion that the specu- 
lators must have been pretty well shaken 
out. Should this prediction be correct, more 
settled conditions are anticipated. The ab- 
sence of pressure would have a hardening 
tendency. While most transactions are con- 
fined to May, interest is growing in July. 
Better showing is expected later, when May 
becomes active. Receipts are small; in- 
crease in elevator stocks this week was only 
27,000 bus; not a bushel was shipped. 
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MINNEAPOLIS, FEB. 29 
Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 Ibs, were within 
the following range: 
Feb. 29 Year ago 


Standard patent, wood.$5.60@6.00 T28@Tt 40 
Second patent, wood... 5.45@5.85 z 10@7.25 
Fancy clear, jute...... 4.60@5.00 6.00@6.50 
First clear, jute ...... 4.40@4.90 56.80@6.40 
Second clear, jute..... -.-.-@3.50 4.80@5.15 
Red dog, jute ........ 2.70@2.85 2.80@2.95 


Durum flour quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis 
today (Feb. 29), in jute, were: 


Medium semolina ............ss% $5.50 @5.70 
DE. “Wie bow sed O05 e000 cee VRE 5.35 @5.60 
CO oo ncn ccc ces cusesccivcsveses 3.80 @3.90 


All quotations are made subject to con- 
firmation, 
, Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 Ibs, 
in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 
sion, today (Feb. 29) were nominally: 


LONDON 
EE nace torsecesingeescae ee 46s @48s 
Se. ssw ceaedhseguaek ae ee OP vce ce 
i. 4 SR eee 43s @ 44s 3d 
ee GEOG wwerdenccacbatess 35s @36és 
ASGOW 
BMROGS  cccsdnncederessciibs ke 46s @48s 
First clear standard ......... 438s @4is 3d 
GEGORS GOP cccccessevstvcts 35s @36és 
LIVERPOOL 
WOROME acccccccercscccccccass 45s 6d @47s 6d 
First clear standard ......... 42s 64 @ 13s 9d 
BeeeME CLOSE 2 ceccecccccccere 34s 64 @ 35s 6d 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam, 
MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 
1916 1915 1914 1913 


March 4. ccsvce 279,685 326,880 349,110 
Feb, 26... 393,380 335,470 346,980 312,306 
Feb. 19... 368,620 400,125 360,740 286,310 
Feb, 12... 355,395 353,045 352,435 345,695 


Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
Maren €. sossss 41,040 20,075 47,075 
Feb, 26... 46,150 46,575 36,350 33,545 
Feb, 19... 24,595 84,886 46,235 27,195 


Feb. 12... 7,305 57,765 42,500 
OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 
Week Ca- 
end- No, pac- -——Output—, -Exports—, 
ing mills ity 1916 1915 1916 1916 
Jan, 15. 68 63,450 275,305 239,826 2,375 2,140 
Jan. 22. 68 63,450 251,925 239,325 7,715 4,866 
Jan, 29. 67 63,300 267,835 255,130 4,765 6,195 
Feb. 5. 65 62,000 228,965 240,415 3,385 6,305 
Feb. 12. 63 60,650 228,975 229,475 3,870 4,150 
Feb. 19. 62 57,000 239,670 230,455 2,495 7,015 
Feb. 26. 48 50,325 206,750 191,560 6,395 3,855 
MILLFEED PRICES . 
Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (Feb. 29) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 
Feb, 29 Year ago 
PT bc vit wawesese $18.00@19.00 $20.25 @21.00 
Stand. middlings.. 20.00@21,.00 20.25@21.00 
Flour middlings... 24.00@25.00 25.00@27.00 
R, dog, 140-lIb jute 27.00@28.00 28.50@29.00 
The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 
Feb, 29 Year ago 
. -$23.40@24.60 $25.50@26.25 
Stand, middlings.. 25.40@26.60 25.50@26.26 
Flour middlings... 29.40@30.60 30.75 @31.75 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 32.40@33.60 33.75 @34.50 
CEREAL PRICES 
Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.0.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $30.00 @30.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 30.60@31.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 31.00@31.50 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 31.60@32.00 


32,730 


Standard bran.. 


Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sacks .....@21.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 3. 70@ 3.80 
Corn meal, white® ...........6. 3.80@ 3.90 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 5.10@ 6.20 


Rye flour, pure medium straight* 4.80@ 4.90 
Rye flour, pure dark German*,.. 4.35@ 4.45 


Graham, standard, bbi*........ 4.70@ 4.80 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 4.70@ 4.80 
Mill screenings, per ton ........ 14.00@17.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 15.00@17.00 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 18.00@19.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 19.00@21.00 


Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 19.00 @ 22.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 16.00@19.00 
Gb Cale, 3.000 TRG acscccvcesis 


-@. 
Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sackst 33. 50@34. 00 


*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 

tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 

tIn sacks. 


MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


Feb. 29.—Wheat had skids under it last 
week, declining 5@7c in a day. Compared 
with Feb, 21, at one time today May was 
2le lower, and compared with the close, 
Jan. 27, it was almost 30c lower. However, 
there was reaction today from low point of 
$1.05 to $1.11%. 

It was a case of longs, large and small, 
losing faith and throwing their wheat over- 
board. Among such were many farmers, 
who for two months have crowded the ex- 
change at Minneapolis, and usually owned 
options on 6,000 to 20,000 bus of wheat. 
The market last week disposed of them, and 
today few are to be seen on the floor. 
Well-informed men in the trade had for 
some time looked for a sharp decline and a 
shake-out of the bulls. The situation as 
between this country and Germany helped 
to depress the market, and comparatively 
large receipts at Minneapolis were a factor. 
A much lower Liverpool market contributed 
to the weakness today. 

High and low points for the week were: 
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May, $1.25 and $1.05; July, $1.23% and $1.05. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Feb, 21, at the close today, No. 1 north- 
ern wheat was 12%c lower, No. 2 northern 
11% @13%c lower, May 11%c lower, July 
11%c lower. 

The cash wheat market at Minneapolis 
lacks snap. Mills have been buying much 
more freely than previously, but the demand 
is not keen, as it is at times, 

Receipts were moderately heavy all week 
and premiums declined 1%c bu. No. 
northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 1@4c over 
May, but there is very little choice, heavy 
blue-stem offered. The bulk of sales are at 
2@2%c over. 

No. 1 velvet chaff is quoted at % @lic over 
May; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 2%c under 
to May price; No. 2 velvet chaff, 3@ic under 
May; No. 3 wheat, 9@4c under May; No. 4 
wheat, 20@10c under May. 

Terminal elevator companies are picking 
up the lower grades of wheat at their own 
prices. This they clean and condition, and 
raise in grade. Demand for elevator wheat 
is only fair. Chicago is still buying a 
little here, and an occasional car is also 
being sold to eastern mills on sample. 

Minnesota country mills buy a little wheat 
here daily, but no great volume. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No, 3 
northern wheat: 

No. 1 nor No, 2-nor No. 3 
125% @130% 120% @126% 
123 @128 118 @124 
120% @124% 114% @120% 


@ -@ 
122 @125% 118%@122% 112% @118% 
116% @120 113 @117 107 @113 
117% @121% 114% @118% 108% @114% 
111% @115% 108% @112% 
108% @111% 104% @107% 
111% @115% 108% @111% 
137 @141 


3t. @ 92% @ 9 
*Holiday. tMarch, 1915. ?March, 1914, 
Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, rejected and no-grade: 
Feb. No.4 Rej. NrG. —. No. 4 er N. G. 
4%. 


--106 105% 109% 39. 11100% 96% 105% 
Closing prices of May ona July wheat: 
May July May July 
Feb. 23...121% 120% Feb. 26...111% 110 
Feb, 24...116 115% Feb. 28...107% 107% 
Feb, 25...117% 116% Feb. 29...111% 111 


DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Feb. No.1 No.2 No.3* Feb. No.1 No, 2 No. 3* 
23...121% 118% 112% 26...110% 108 
4...116% 113% 112% 28...107 104% 101 
25...116% 113% 106% 29...110% 107% 98% 

*Average of closing prices. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 
Saturday were: Feb. 27 
E Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 
Wheat, bus .....3,950,800 3,046,760 1,302,950 
Flour, bbis 23,25 22,637 
Millstuff, tons .. 1,496 
Corn, bus 318,420 
Oats, bus 382,500 
Barley, 373,380 
Rye, bus : 71,380 
Flaxseed, bus ... 155, 000 100,000 85,260 
Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 
ending Saturday were: Feb. 27 
Feb. 26 1916 
890,000 
368,541 
14,663 
338,100 
565,500 
537,680 
51,240 
15,290 


Feb. 19 
797,680 
375,359 

13,838 
118,770 
846,690 
720,720 


Wheat, bus 
Flour, bbls 
Millstuff, tons ... 
Corn, bus 

Oats, bus 
Barley, 

Rye, bus 32,500 43,400 
Flaxseed, bus ... 4,800 8,050 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Feb. 27 Feb. 28 

Feb. 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 
No, 1 hard 40 11 456 
No. 1 northern. 816 300 1,616 
No. 2 northern. 498 360 448 
No. 232 7 148 
No. 4 eee 
Rejected 35 
No-grade 16 

Totals, spring. 2,532 1,317 2,719 
Sample grade 3 11 eee 
Hard winter ... 403 2 17 272 
Macaroni 50 100 
Mixed 40 71 
Western 49 3 4 


Totals 3,488 2,509 1,438 3,166 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bus (000’s omit- 
ted): Feb. 27 Feb. 28 

~~ 26 Feb. Js 1915 1914 

99 61 126 2,531 
4,149 
3,984 
5,525 


4, 298 
2,723 
5,078 


No. 1 northern. 
No. 2 northern. . 2,645 
Other grades....5,088 





12,584 

++ .20,820 
-+14,780 18,409 
7,156 15,153 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 
Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bu: 


12,706 
20,732 


Totals 
In 1913 
In 1912 
In 1911 


13,784 


Barley 


° 16 Sit 43% @43% 93 60@67 
- 7% @77 41 @41% 91% 61@68 
+ 76% @77% 41% @42% 91% 60@67 
- 715% @76% 40% @41 

- 74 @75 39% @39% 87 
+t 66% @67 -51%@51% 111 
*Holiday. tMarch, 1915. 


@ 
@112 64@74 
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COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 

Stocks of coarse grain in- public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Feb. 27 Feb. 28 Feb. 28 

Feb. 26 aa = 1915 1914 1913 
Corn ... 88 1 32 88 
Oats ...8,275 3, 217 2,219 1,122 
Barley... 326 298 1,120 448 
Rye .... 568 539 608 491 
Flaxseed. 215 227 142 182 461 


Closing Wheat Prices 
Closing prices of May, July and cash 
wheat at points named, on each day of the 
week, per bu, were: 
MAY WHEAT 
Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Mon 
23 24 25 26 28 
+. 121% 116 117% 111% 107% 
-.122 1165 117% 112 108% 
123% 117% 118% 113% 109 
-- 119 113% 115 110% 105% 
- 131 129% 126% 123 117 
113% 108% 109% 104% 100 
- 121% 116% 118% 112% 107 


JULY WHEAT 
-- 120% 115% 116% 110 107% 
+. 121% 116% 117 112 108% 
-- 1195 114% 115% 110% 106% 
+» 116% 111% 112% 108% 103% 
+ «+++ 124 118% 119% 116 110 
Kans, City. 113 107% 109 103% 99% 
Winnipeg... - 121% 116% 117% 112% 107 


CASH WHEAT 


+ 123% 118% 119% 113% 109% 
- 122% 117% 118% 113 109% 
127% 122% 119% 





Kans. City. 
Winnipeg... 


Mpls.*t ... 
Duluth*t 
Chicago*t. .... 128 
St. Louist— 

2 hard .. 

2 red... 
Kans, Cityt!— 

2 hard .. ° 

3 red 2.6 wee 
Milw’kee*t. 12606121 


Toledo— 
2 red... 119% 121 116% 111 
Winnipeg*. 114% 116% 111 105% 
tHoliday. tAverage of 


111 
- 118% 117% 


117% 113 109% 107 
116% 112% 108% 109% 
118% 116 


cece 20 
*No. 1 northern. 
closing prices. 





United States Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bus (000’s omitted): 
Feb. 26 ‘ 
Corn Oats Rye Brliy 
ace 451 1,177 667 
81 4 4 





c 
Wheat 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Buffalo 1,176 1,370 56 
Afloat .... 277 229 
Chicago 7, 049 6,569 120 
Afloat .... eee eee ese 
Detroit 303 115 
Duluth eee 26 
Afloat .... 758 oes eee eee 
Galveston ... 
Indianapolis. 
Kansas City. 
Milwaukee... 
Minneapolis. . 
New Orleans. 
Newp. News. 
New York... 
Afloat eee ese eee 
1,060 § 28 
1,069 ees 
Philadelphia. 168 160 
St. Louis.... > 389 39 
Toledo 1,121 356 jee 





Totals .... 63,107 21,935 19,881 2,639 3,175 
Feb. 19, 1916 64,230 19,660 20,110 2,737 3,068 
Feb. 27, 1915 49,686 41,238 33,258 1,363 3,763 
Feb, 28, 1914 57,021 18,374 21,489 1,822 4,973 
Mar. 1, 1913. 63,786 17,918 12,343 1,202 2,335 

Changes for the week: Decreases—Wheat, 
1,123,000 bus; oats, 229,000; rye, 98,000. In- 
creases—Corn, 2,275,000 bus; barley, 107,000. 





Flaxseed and Products 

Western linseed mills temporarily are out 
of touch with the foreign market on oil 
cake. There is some export demand for 
cake but, since it is practically impossible 
to secure ocean freight room, no business 
is passing and quotations are nominal. It 
is understood that limited space was of- 
fered last week, New York to Rotterdam, 
at $26@28 ton. 

The domestic market is not active enough 
to absorb the production of linseed oil meal, 
and prices have declined about $1 ton for 
the week. Asking prices are $33.50@34 ton, 
in sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

An improved demand is reported for lin- 
seed oil. Fairly good bookings have been 
made in the last week for prompt and fu- 
ture shipment. Quotations are firm at 72@ 
74c gallon, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis, 

* #* 


Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 
flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 
-—Mpls— -——Duluth——_.. 
Track Toarr,. Track May oe 
Ga» ° 


2.33 
2.32 
2.30% 
2.26% 
2.25 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb, 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

*Holiday. 

Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bus (000’s omitted): 

r——Receipts——, -—In store——, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Minneapolis 155 85 1738 215 142 182 
Duluth .... 26 44 2 1,646 606 1,715 


Totals ... 181 129 176 1,861 748 1,897 

Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at 
Minneapolis and Duluth from Sept. 1, 1915, 
to Feb. 26, 1916, were, in bus (000’s omit- 
ted): 


"9/33 °° 
2.32 


2. 31. 
2.30 
2.31 2.29 
2.27% 2.24% 
2.26 2.23 


«- 2. 34 
-» 2.33 
+. 2.32 
+ 2.28% 


2.27 2.25 


-—Receipte—, -—Shipments— 
1915-16 1914-15 1915-16 1914-15 
- 4,445 6,098 718 443 

4,621 4,738 38,826 6,387 


10,836 4,544 6,830 


Minneapolis 
Duluth 


Totals 9,066 


Minneapolis Shipments 

Following were the shipments of flour 
from Minneapolis, over the respective roads, 
for the five months from Sept. 1, 1915, to 
Jan. 31, 1916, with comparisons, in bbls 
(000’s omitted) : 

1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 1912-13 

C., M. & St. P...2,792 1,708 2,087 2,0 
C., St. P., M. & O.1,6956 
M. & St. L...... 774 932 588 472 
Great Northern. 
North. Pacific... 
Great Western.. 
C.,.- B. B Qeeceve 
Soo (Chi. Div.). 
Soo 


Totals 
Receipts 4 411 
MILLFEED SHIPMENTS 
The attached table shows the shipments 
of millstuffs from Minneapolis, in tons, over 
the respective roads, for five months, from 
Sept. 1, 1915, to Jan. 31, 1916: 
1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 1912-13 
C., M. & St. P. 86,922 63,879 60,275 58,155 


c., St. P., M. 
te Git es nts 112,120 73,360 72,360 61,140 
M. & St. L. 3,855 3,873 4,830 4,685 
Gt. Northern.. 26,038 23,766 30,147 34,243 
North, —- 17,826 17,476 16,448 25,630 
11,453 10,348 7,185 


Gt. yy 9,265 
29,709 33,154 35,916 


C., B. & Q.... 23,287 
Soo etch. Div.) = 724 30,974 22,637 36,817 
38,629 24,484 33,220 


SOO ...eeeeees 39,087 
Rock Island... 4,385 7,689 6,233 


Minn. Transfer 45 295 375 


346,765 287,549 282,667 292,599 
49,815 38,299 36,677 26,644 


‘ 


Exports for Week Ending Feb. 19, 1916 
a Corn Flour Oats 

bus bbis bus 
271,790 89,477 172,288 
13,000 420,000 
800 


363,000 





Totals 
Receipts 





From— bu 
New York. 2,705, 451 
Portland, 

Maine 130,000 
Boston 301,254 
Philadelp’a. 540,000 
Baltimore... 809,346 
New. News 
Mobile .... 

N. Orleans. 
Galveston. 2, 057, 000 


St. John, 
N. 320,000 


Be ace 
Tots., wk.7,319,051 1,575,152 217,054 2,679,463 
Prev. wk. .6,934,229 841,568 280,793 1,980,196 
U. K’dom.3,870,980 351,045 114,282 
Continent 3,420,376 1,107,778 38,802 
S. and Ctl. 
America... 
W. Indies.. 
Other 
countries. 


163,000 
867,142 





27,695 114,329 





Totals ..7,319,051 1,573,152 217,054 





Summary of U. 8S. and Canadian Exports 


July 1, P 
1915, to Same time 
Feb. 19,1916 last year 
213,059,743 218,611,617 
9,479,740 9,208,809 
247,718,573 260,051,257 
12,824,118 16,213,135 
55,904,416 46,029,880 


Wheat, bus 

Flour, bbis 

Totals as wheat, bus. 
Corn, bus 

Oats, bus 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 


The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
Feb. 25, in bus (000’s omitted): 

Oats Barley Flax 
807 343 


Empire . 184 
Consolidated 83 
Ogilvie see 
Western a 2 129 
G. G. G. . eve 
Fort William .... 27 
Eastern ee 
a BF. 

Can, Northern ... 102 
Horn & Co. 173 145 
Government of 942 110 82 


8,552 1,527 

2,192 269 855 
Receipts . 214 45 33 
Shipments 133 5 1 
Storage afloat .... 2, 974 ove eee 
Year ago 283 eee 


STOCKS BY GRADE (000's omitted) 


7 
No. 1 northern.10,294 
No. 2 northern. .4,583 
No. 3 northern. 
No. 4 
Others 





Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 


Feb. 29.—Durihg the week corn was dull. 
Today, demand was better and prices a little 
firmer. Closing prices today: No. 3 yellow, 
75@76c bu; other grades, 20@765c. 

Oats were slow and featureless most of 
the week and prices easier, Elevators were 
fair buyers on a few days; other buyers were 
out of the market. No. 3 white closed at 
40% @40%c bu today, or 3@3%c lower for 
the week; No. 4 white, 39@40c. 

The first of the week, choice rye only was 
in demand, millers taking such offerings. 
Since then all grades have been in limited 
demand and prices were easier. No. 2 closed 
today at 86% @88c bu, or 6%c lower than a 
week ago. 

Barley was slow and easy early last week. 
Later, demand showed some improvement 
and market was firmer. In the last two 
days, market has been easier. Closing range 
Le ag 59@66c bu, or 3c lower than on 

eb, ° 


March 1, 1916 


OCEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 


-——————-F rom 


Bos- 
ton 


Phila- 
Balti- del- 
To— more phia 
Aberdeen 28 eee cone 
Amsterdam ¥ - 143.00 142.00 
Bristol . osee oes oes 
Cardiff . mas utaes SS ay Fee 
Christiania ++ 127.00 
Copenhagen - 127.00 

- 795.00 


Gothenburg 2 coee eves 
Havre ‘ cose eese 


80.00 90.00 
London + 102.00 
Manchester 91.00 .... 
Marseilles 4 aoe coos sites 
Newcastle cee 

Rotterdam : 142. 00 141. 00 
St. John’s, N. F.. 

Rate from Newport ry to seiaeten, 
$1.43; Liverpool, 95c; London, $1.02; Rotter- 
dam, $1.42, 

*April shipment from West. 
ment from West. 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause” 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


Liverpool 


tMarch ship- 


SOUTHERN FLOUR RATES 


Freight rates on flour in sacks, cents per 
100 lbs, from Minneapolis and Chicago to 
the southern points named: 

To— ——-? Mpls 
Jacksonville 39. 
Macon 
New Orleans .. 
Birmingham 
Montgomery 
Selma 
Mobile 


Savannah 
Athens .... 
Augusta ... 
Columbia 
Charleston 


~w 
WLW SSSA Hw = 
3 ee ee Oe 


WHEAT RATES FROM CANADA 


Following are rates in cents per 100 lbs 
made on wheat by the Canadian Pacific in 
conjunction with the Great Northern and 
Soo roads, from points in western Canada 
to Duluth, Minneapolis and Minnesota 
Transfer: 

From— From— 

Portage la Prairie 7 
Broadview 

Swift Current . 
Saskatoon 

Outlook 

Lenore 

Coutts .... 

Red Deer .. 


Moose Jaw . 
Medicine Hat ... 


Edmonton 
Winnipeg 
Rapid City .. 
Lethbridge 
Coronation . 
Oats and barley take the same rate 
wheat, while flaxseed is 1c higher. 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping export 
14 12 14 12 
1 12 
Philadelphia ... 11 
Baltimore 11. 10.5 
Richmond 10.5 
Norfolk 10.5 
Washington, D.C, 11. 5 ee 
Cumberland, Md., 
Meyersdale, 
Pa., Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


Syracuse 
Rochester 


ST. LOUIS 

Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 lbs, from St. Louis or East St. Louis 
to foreign ports: 
Aberdeen 
Amsterdam 
Bristol 
Christiania . 
Copenhagen ... 
Dundee 

Domestic rates, all-rail, 
in cents per 100 Ibs: 
New York ..... 20.50 
Boston ........ 22.50 
Philadelphia ... 
Buffalo ...... 
Albany .. 
Syracuse . « 1%. 
Va. com. points. 17.50 
Scranton ++ 18.50 


CHICAGO 

Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
all-rail, from Chicago to points named, in 
cents per 100 lbs: 
Baltimore - 14.6 - 19. 
Rochester ..... Philadelphia ....1 
BVOF ccccce ° Pittsburgh ...... 
Syracuse ....... 114.5 Albany ......... 16. 
New York ...... 17.5 


Glasgow 
Leith 
Liverpool 
London 
Manchester 
Rotterdam . 


on flour in sacks, 


Baltimore 


Detroit 

Newport News.. 
Richmond, Va.. 17.50 
Rochester 
Cleveland 
Indianapolis ... 


eeeee 
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(Continued from page 582.) 
total Feb. 29 was about 12,714,000 bus, 
against 13,454,000 in 1915. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,770,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 2,788,000 
bus, against 1,413,000 in 1915. 

While about 50 per cent of the wheat 
arriving at Minneapolis grades No. 1 
northern, only a small per cent of it is 
choice blue-stem, such as the mills want. 

Minneapolis wheat receipts last week 
were very large for this season. Much of 
it was wheat that had been in transit for 
some time, being held up in the interior 
by the cold and snow. 

Based on the close today (Feb. 29), 
the average price paid at interior stations 
in the Northwest for No. 1 northern 
wheat was $1.01 bu, for No. 2 northern 
97¢c, and for no-grade 72c. 

A few cars of wheat are arriving daily 
at Minneapolis, on consignment, from the 
Southwest. The demand for this wheat is 
indifferent, and it brings anywhere from 
8c to 4c under Minneapolis May. 


CEREALS AND FEED 

Screenings are in good demand and 
unchanged in price. 

Mill oats are weaker at 32@34c¢ bu, 
bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Feed prices at Minneapolis are $1@2 
ton under those of a year ago. 

Rye feed has been reduced to $21 ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Season-shipment bran is quoted b 
Minneapolis jobbers at $23 ton, in 100-1 
sacks, f.o.b. Boston points, with buyers 
bidding $22. 

The range in mixed-feed prices is ab- 
normally wide. Jobbers quote mixed 
feed at Boston at $25.50@31.50 ton, in 
100-lb sacks. 

Rolled oats have undergone a sha 
decline. ‘They are quoted at $4.70@4.80 
bbi, in wood, f.o.b, Minneapolis, but buy- 
ers are holding off, anticipating a further 
break. 

Minneapolis mill-managers say they 
would not be surprised to see higher feed 
prices during May and June. They base 
their opinion on the fact that the produc- 
tion then promises to be materially cur- 
tailed, while a shortage in corn is counted 
upon. 

TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

The impression prevails that no local 
agent will be appointed to represent the 
newly organized Great Lakes Transit Co. 
at Minneapolis. The through freight 
lines will solicit shipments as heretofore, 
and the lake line will furnish the steam- 
ers to carry the freight from Duluth- 
Superior to the trunk line’s connecting 
eastern lake port. No information is 
available as yet as to what lake-and-rail 
rates on flour and feed will be during the 
coming season. 

Many eastern transportation men were 
in Minneapolis last week attending the 
fifth annual dinner of the Traffic Club. 
Prominent among them were: A. M. 
Schoyer, Chicago, vice-president Penn- 
sylvania road; Thornton Lewis, Cincin- 
nati, general western freight agent of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio road; W. H. Johnson, 
Chicago, manager Star Union Line; Carl 
Howe, Chicago, manager New York Cen- 
tral lines, and A. R. Vaughn, Cincinnati, 
general manager Blue Ridge Despatch. 

Ocean rates on flour, New York to 
London, have been advanced to $1 per 
100 lbs, March-April shipment from the 
West, and New York to Liverpool, to 90c. 
Flour brokers say that no room is avail- 
able for March shipment and that, in a 
few instances, they have been unable to 
complete February contracts. The big 
break in wheat last week placed them in 
a position where they could name com- 
paratively low prices to importers, but the 
ocean freight situation prevented busi- 
ness. Consequently, they have stopped 
sending cable offers to their European 
connections. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Feb. 29) 
quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 137.3; 
Amsterdam, 163.3; Baltic basis, 147.3; 
Bristol, 122.3 (April shipment from 
West); Christiania, 147.3; Copenhagen, 
147.3; Cardiff, 128.3 (April shipment 
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from West); Dundee, 137.3; sey 
112.3; Hull, 122.3; Leith, 122.3 om 
shipment from West); Liverpool, 1 
London, 192.3; Manchester, 111.3; Mar, 
seilles, 157.3; Newcastle, 137.3; St. 
John’s, N. F., 75.8. United Kingdom 
rates are 





Trade Terms 

F. A. Q.—Stand for fair, average qual- 
ity. It is quite customary for importers 
to include them in their contracts when 
purchases are made without sealed sam- 

ples. In such transactions they mean 
that the product delivered must be up to 
the standard of a fair, average quality 
of the season’s shipments, with due al- 
lowance for difference between old and 
new grain. The term is more common in 
the grain trade than in flour transactions. 
However, in both they signify the same 
thing. 

Other terms sometimes used are: 

F, A. S.—Free alongside ship. 

F. O. R.—Free on rail. 





Chinese Flour Trade 

H. Skott & Co., Hongkong, China, in a 
statement as to milling and the flour 
trade in Hongkong during 1915, says: 

The flour receipts in Hongkong in 1915 
were 2,075,129 bags (50 lbs), against 3,- 
939,754 for 1914, showing a decrease for 
the present year of 1,864,625 bags, and 
the heavy drop of 3,101,494 from the im- 
ports of 1913. The arrivals during 1915 
from Canada were 60,000 bags, against 
423,334 in 1914, while China shipped us 
about 200,000, the first ever received 
from that source. 

The causes of this great falling off in 
1915 are traceable to the heavy stock car- 
ried over from 1914, the high prices rul- 
ing in the United States early in 1915, 
and the fact that the Chinese government 
removed the restrictions and allowed the 
export of flour from China to foreign 
territory, this being entirely new and un- 
expected by the dealers. 

The effect of the change was to flood 
the markets of Hongkong, Straits Settle- 
ments and all the coast ports with China- 
made flour. As the mills in Shanghai 
alone are capable of producing about 
30,000 bags per day, should they be able 
to secure the wheat in sufficient quanti- 
ties and at prices in line with the Pacific 
Coast, no doubt they will in time be 
great competitors for this trade. 

It is only in the last few years that the 
Shanghai mills have been increased in 
size and equipment to even fill their home 
requirements, and doubtless in the near 
future they will so improve the quality 
of their wheat as to produce the higher 
grades of flour, although the mills have 
never been a financial success for the 
owners. Besides the mills in Shanghai, 
there are 19 in or near Harbin, three in 
Hankow and several others. 

The loss of the Canadian trade has 
been caused by the heavy demand for 
their products in Europe, and the short- 
age of tonnage owing to the withdrawal 
of the Empress liners, while Australia, 
which has dropped out entirely, owing to 
the wheat shortage, could not offer any 
flour. The large crop in Australia this 
year gave the mills some hopes of entering 
Chinese markets with their surplus pro- 
duction. However, the government hav- 
ing taken over the entire wheat crop and 
fixed a price fully 25 per cent above that 
ruling on the Pacific Coast, it is practi- 
cally impossible for the mills to ship to us. 
As the Australian capacity far exceeds 
its home consumption, the hopes of the 
millers are far from being realized and 
many of them will run on short time. 

Prices in China were not maintained 
during 1915. In January, the average 
was about $3.10 (Mexican) per bag of 50 
Ibs, and in August $2.70 for fresh flour. 
Toward the time for the new-crop offer- 
ings, much of the stock held here was 
sacrificed, with heavy loss to the dealers. 
This was not only the case with American 
flour, but the Shanghai product also suf- 
fered severely. 

Stocks in Hongkong at present (Jan. 1, 
1916) are about 350,000 bags, with about 
the same quantity to arrive during the 
next three months. 

Ocean tonnage is now very short, and 
the Pacific Coast mills find much difficulty 
in filling their orders, freight having 
advanced from $5 gold a year ago to $12 
for February and March clearance and 
$14 for April. Some lots are being 
shipped from Seattle to San Francisco 
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or the oor F tang are 
not on account of 
culty in obtaining ocean space. 
Flour Experts to Orient 
The following table shows the exports of 
wheat flour from the United States to China, 
Hongkong, Japan and Philippine Islands for 
24 years ended June 30, as prepared by the 
Department of Commerce: 


WHEAT FLOUR, BBLS 


Philippine 

China Hongkong Japan Islands 

1915.... 13,273 626,978 68,542 303,792 
1914.... 136,374 1,141,095 793,269 236,902 
1913.... 127,306 1,301,306 878,623 370,939 
1912.... 741,192 1,491,073 716,347 308,671 
1911.... 292,738 1,003,529 458,397 226,629 
1910.... 21,243 668,692 217,758 250,442 
1909.... 66,773 892,151 275,573 80,088 
1908.... 523,097 979,296 624,280 68,045 


1907... 1,784,552 1,082,626 1,125,994 49,618 


1906.... 154,221 926,180 1,292,853 39,664 
1905.... 80,640 1,007,761 1,381,599 21,487 
1904.... 80,704 1,272,115 1,457,928 8,822 
1903.... 92,388 1,402,430 719,496 10,601 
1902.... 99,624 1,398,893 446,435 12,946 
1901.... 63,953 1,322,527 354,887 6,652 
1900.... 102,436 1,410,534 638,406 3,364 
1899.... 28,526 1,221,314 226,029 1,409 
1898.... 19,609 939,063 161,654 ...... 
1897.... 18,270 922,312 237,126 4,400 
1896.... 13,879 825,612 103,582 5,250 
1895.... 36,244 787,318 93,889 5,000 
1894.... 23,717 683,608 68,428 = wee eee 
1893...._ 16,059 650,132 51,836 2,000 
1892.... 13,718 457,690 $8,002... eee 





A Novel Flour Brand 

Seatrie, Wasn., Feb. 28.—It is a relief 
among the monotonous repetitions of in- 
appropriate words which have been 
adopted as flour brands, to find one which 
has some real significance. The recently 
built mill of the Three Forks (Mont.) 
Milling Co. stands within a few hundred 
yards of the spot where one of the most 
dramatic episodes of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition to the Pacific Coast 
occurred, and that mill has fittingly 
adopted as its principal flour brand and 
as its trade-mark a reproduction of the 
beautiful statue erected at Portland, 
Oregon, which commemorates the hero- 
ine of this episode, the Indian woman, 
Sacajawea. 

The first winter of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition was spent among the Mandan 
Indians. Here the party was joined by 
Chaboneau, a frontier Frenchman, and 
his squaw, Sacajawea, “the Little Bird 
Woman.” Sacajawea was a Shoshone In- 
dian girl, who had been captured by the 
Minnetarees Indians some five years be- 
fore and carried east to the Mandan 
country, where she was sold as a slave to 
Chaboneau. 

Ascending the Missouri from Mandan, 
the expedition early in July, 1805, came 
into the country where three forks, the 
Gallatin, Jefferson and Madison rivers, 
unite to form the Missouri. Familiar 
mountain peaks and other landmarks told 
Sacajawea that she was nearing the land 
of her own people, and soon the party en- 
countered a band of her own tribe. While 
she was acting as interpreter, she dis- 
covered in Chief Cameahwait her own 
brother, who she had supposed had been 
killed, with all the rest of her people, by 
the tribe that had captured her. From 
Chief Cameahwait she secured invalu- 
able help—horses, guides and information 
—which made it possible for Lewis and 
Clark to continue to the Pacific. 

All through that long, hard, dangerous 
journey it was Sacajawea who guided 
them and saved the day over and over 
again. She kept the boat from capsizing, 
when the carelessness of her husband had 
almost upset it; she saved the instru- 
ments, valuable papers and medicines 
from the water; if the men were sick, she 
took care of them; she even knew how to 
cure poisonous snake bites. She pointed 
the way out of Ross’s Hole; over the 
Continental Divide, by Clark’s. Pass; she 
guided them over the Bitter Root Moun- 
tains, and piloted them over Bozeman 
Pass to the Yellowstone. 

If boats must be dragged up the bank, 
Sacajawea was on hand to help; and 
there seems to have been no hardship 
which she was not glad to share, her one 
desire being to serve the white men, who, 
she said, had “been so good to her when 
she was sick.” She even gave up her belt 
of blue beads to help Captain Clark buy 
a splendid robe of sea otter fur. And 
when starvation threatened the whole 
party, she gave Captain Lewis the last 
little piece of bread she had put away in 
the hope that it might save her baby’s 
life, or prolong it, if worst came to worst. 

Where Sacajawea found her people 
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now stands the thriving town of Three 
Forks and a modern flour mill. Electric 
a, drawn from the streams in which 

r tribe had fished for generations, 
drives its machinery, and wheat, wn in 
the valleys where they had hunted, makes 
a flour which, in its name, perpetuates the 
memory of one of the most picturesque 
characters in Indian eo 

TirFany 





_COOPERS’ CHIPS 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops, as follows: elm staves, 6 
cars; heading, 214; wire hoops, 1; patent 
hoops, 2; total cars, 1114. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
12,775 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 58,100 patent ps, 39,100 
wire hoops and 6,000 hickory hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


Sa les —_——___, 
1916 1915 1914 1913 1916 
Feb, 26..%12,775 22,445 16,355 23,655 20,835 
Feb. 19.. 15,490 27,240 21,915 17,210 16,140 
Feb. 12.. 20,335 18,595 21,615 23,690 23,060 
Feb. 6.. 17,900 22,770 20,945 26,850 23,530 
Jan, 29.. 27,330 21,865 22,030 23,740 24,040 
*These figures include 505 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........ $10.00 @10.25 
Gum staves, M .......eeeeeeeee 9.50@10.00 
Basswood heading, set ........ 7 @i%e 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set... 7 @tiT%ec 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M.......... 10.50@11.00 
Patent hoops, 5% ft., M........ 9.50@10.00 
DE OE 6660 06600000860 9.25@ 9.75 
Beech staves, M ......sceeceeee 9.25@ 9.75 
Hickory hoops, M ..........s.+. 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ....... -30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... .40@ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 

No. e—Barrels— No. 1915 
shops’ sold made shops sold 


Feb. 26.... 4 4,620 3,985 5 4,880 
Feb. 19.... 4 3,555 4,305 4 3,595 
Feb, 12.... & 4,585 3,270 4 2,265 
Feb. 6.... 5 2,920 3,335 5 2,080 
Jan, 29.. 5 5,280 6,605 4 5,080 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, New Ulm, Red Wing and Winona. 

The same shops unloaded 2 cars of elm 
staves, 1 car of wire hoops, and 1 car of 
heading. 





Northwestern Grain Crop Movement 
The Cargill Elevator Co., Minneapolis, has 
prepared the following statement of the re- 
ceipts of grain in bus at Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Aug. 1 to Jan. 31 (000’s omit- 
ted): 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Wheat— 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 1912-13 
Spring ..... 101,640 64,021 63,232 79,959 
Durum ..... 5,658 3,532 2,811 4,779 


Winter and 
western... 11,140 12,785 4,972 3,842 





Total wheat..118,438 80,338 71,015 88,580 





Flaxseed ..... 4,438 5,770 6,071 7,733 
Barley ....... 29,183 21,600 22,579 24,158 
OOEB ceccceses 27,999 16,474 17,231 11,901 
BRVO ccccccecce 5,340 4,809 4,092 4,667 
GEER ccccesses 2,863 9,138 5,993 3,628 
Totals ..... 188,261 138,129 126,981 140,667 
DULUTH 
Wheat— 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 1912-13 
Spring ..... 62,564 33,592 37,820 657,440 
Durum .... 29,497 13,940 12,755 13,169 
Winter and 
western .. 4,160 3,645 3,545 1,171 





Total wheat.. ent 61,177 54,120 71,780 








Flaxseed ..... 412 4,461 7,933 13,270 
Barley ° 12,690 9,606 9,461 10,527 
Oats «+» 8,664 6,197 4,535 3,916 
BVO cccccsccce 3,852 4,043 968 1,866 
COTM ccccccece sees 1,709 363 79 
Totals ..... 110,839 77,193 77,380 101,438 
BOTH CITIES 
Wheat— 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 1912-13 
Spring ..... 154,204 97,613 101,052 137,399 
Durum ..... 35,155 17,472 15,566 17,948 


Winter and 
western .. 15,300 16,430 8,517 5,013 





Total wheat. .204,659 131,515 125,135 160,360 





Flaxseed ..... 8,850 10,231 14,004 21,003 
Barley ....... 41,873 31,206 32,040 34,685 
GROB os cecseses 31,663 22,671 21,766 15,817 
BFS ccvcccnese 9,192 8,852 5,060 6,533 
COP cccscccce 2,863 10,847 6,356 3,707 
“Bete cscs 299,100 225.322 204,361 242,105 





World’s Grain Shipments 
World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Feb. 27 Feb. 28 





Wheat— Feb, 26 Feb. 19 1915 1914 
America ..... 8,852 7,912 8,513 3,568 
DED. Canseve Yeu’ “eegee “aduan 1,920 
Danube. ...... chek coeee ceeew 928 
Argentina .... 2,960 2,440 3,512 2,136 
Australia .... 1,640 G00. ncsse 2,096 
CERES cciccce 80 108 444 290 

Tots., wheat 13,532 10,908 12,469 10,888 
CURD 45524404 1,853 3,997 3,728 1,609 

On passage— 

MPEG. ovvcsee 50,680 46,872 48,520 45,008 
COPE. cccccccce 17,036 17,783 21,309 8,288 
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The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined daily capacity of 6,800 bbls, 
was 14,751, or 36 per cent of capacity, 
last week, against 26,512, or 65 per cent, 
the previous week, and 16,974, or 42 per 
cent, a year ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined daily capacity of 9,500 bbls, 
was 24,190, or 44 per cent of capacity, 
against 22,400, or 39 per cent, the pre- 
vious week, and 28,599, or 56 per cent, a 
year ago. 

New business in soft wheat flour was 
practically confined to domestic trade. 
Unsettled markets, due to sharp wheat 
fluctuations, mad¢ buyers cautious about 
entering on engagements beyond press- 
ing requirements. Supplies in buyers’ 
hands, however, have been reduced to a 
minimum on account of the approaching 
tax assessment date, March 1, and book- 
ings are increasing for delivery after that 
date to fill depleted stocks. Soft wheat 
flour was quoted the domestic trade on 
the basis of $5.60 bbl for blue-stem 
family patent, and at the Glose was re- 
duced 2bc bbl. 

Montana and Dakota flour quotations 
declined sharply, 30¢ bbl ‘Thursday and 
40¢ more on Friday, Good bookings 
were made with the bake sry trade at the 
reduction for 60 and 90 days’ delivery. 
Dakota patent at the week-end was quot- 
ed at $6.85; Montana, $5.90@6.05. 

Export mills differed widely as to 
quotations on export grades of flour 
after last week’s decline in wheat, quot- 
ing $4.30@4.80 bbl for blue-stem cut-off 
and straight, with the dominant quota- 
tion $4.60, 

The millfeed market tended toward a 
lower level, $23 ton being quoted for 
bran at the week-end and $25 for shorts. 
The latter were in strong demand, with 
stocks light. 

Pacific Coast wheats, while lower, did 
not keep pace with the sharp declines in 
eastern markets, and at the week-end 
were not on a shipping basis to eastern 
trade. 

DEATH OF A PIONEER MILLER 


William G. Preston, president of the 
Preston-Shaffer Milling Co., Waitsburg, 
Wash., and Athena, Oregon, died at Port- 
land Feb, 20, at the age of 83. Mr. Pres- 
ton was the oldest miller on the Pacific 
Coast, and was identified with the first 
mill now in operation in this part of the 
country. He was born at Galway, N. Y., 
Nov, 23, 1833. 

In 1866 W. G. and P. A. Preston bought 
a half interest in the Washington mill, 
built in 1865 at Waitsburg, Wash., and 
the following year purchased the other 
half interest, and operated it for 20 
years as the Preston-Parton Milling Co. 
Since that time it has been operated as 
the Preston-Shaffer Milling Co., the com- 
pany building a second mill at Athena, 
Oregon, in 1904, 

The greater part of Mr. Preston’s busi- 
ness life was closely identified with the 
development of the milling industry of 
the Pacific Northwest. His foresight in 
selecting one of the best wheat-growing 
sections of Washington, Walla Walla 
County, for the site of his first milling 
project, has been justified by the uniform 
success of the enterprise throughout a 
period of over half a century. 


NOTES 


A leading coast mill is understood to 
have made arrangements to carry stocks 
of flour at an important southern interior 
distributing point, including stocks of 
self-rising flour, with a view to competing 
for southern trade, 


Puget Sound exports: From Seattle, 
for United Kingdom, 36,467 bbls flour; 
Manila, 15,350; Kobe, 750; Hongkong, 
4,000; Singapore, 250. From Tacoma, for 
United Kingdom, 30,000 bbls flour; 
Hongkong, 23,000; Singapore, 200; Arica, 
3,615; Paita, 2,618. 

Wheat receipts at Seattle are very 
light, 94 cars Feb. 1-25, against 164 at 
Tacoma and 173 at Portland. For the 
season to Feb. 25, Seattle has received 
6,626 cars, Tacoma 5,897, Portland, 9,138. 
Receipts at the three ports are 7,114 cars 
less than a year ago. 


With burlap prices at a record level in 
Calcutta and further advances in ocean 
freights, grain bags have been quoted at 
13ce, and are due for still higher levels, 
according to the bag houses. Burlap has 
been moving via this coast from Calcutta 
in large volume to eastern manu factur- 
ers, on account of the danger of shipping 
by way of the Suez Canal. 


Reports from southern Idaho state that 
the acreage planted to winter wheat is 
fully equal to, if not larger than, last 
year, the acreage left over for summer 
fallow being offset by new breaking. The 
growing wheat is in the best possible con- 
dition. It is estimated that 2,000,000 bus 
of wheat have been sold, to go east for 
export, from southern Idaho and Utah. 


Reductions in rates have been filed 
from Pacific northwestern points to Gulf 
ports. Rates will become effective March 
20 from Pacific Coast terminals and cer- 
tain interior points to Gulf points, do- 
mestic shipment, of 65c on wheat and 
70¢ on flour per 100 lbs, in 80,000-lb car- 
load minima. Reductions in present rates 
from other interior points are also an- 
nounced, The export rate remains 60c 
via Gulf ports. 

OREGON 

Portritann, Onecon, Feb. 28.—-Domestic 
and export flour prices were reduced 20c 
bbl Friday, following the steady decline 
of 10@12¢ bu in the wheat market. The 
new list quotations are: patents, $5.40; 
straights, $4.70@5.20; exports, $4.50; 
valley grades, $4.90; whole wheat, $5.60; 
grahams, $5.40. 

Millfeed prices were not altered, as 
the demand is good and fully equal to the 
supply. Bran is held at the mills at 
$23.50@24 and shorts at $26@26.50. 

Grain dealers have been more interested 
in getting wheat moved than in taking on 
new supplies. Until the last few days 
there was general complaint of car short- 
age, but the situation has been bettered, 
and it is hoped the end of the month will 
see most of the accumulation worked off. 

Small shipments have been made by 
rail from this city to eastern points for 
domestic consumption, but all the export 
wheat is going east from interior points. 

Wheat prices followed the course of 
Chicago, with light buying here or else- 
where. ‘Today’s bids at the Merchants’ 
xchange for spot delivery were: blue- 
stem, $1.02; forty-fold and club, 94c; fife 
and red Russian, 93c. Oats and barley 
are nominal, the former at $25.50 and 
the latter at $30 for export grade. 


ASTORIA AND PORTLAND RATES 


The event of greatest importance to 
grain men here is the decision handed 
down by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, which gives Astoria the same rate 
on grain shipped from the Inland Em- 
pire as is now given to Portland and 
Puget Sound. The differential hereto- 
fore against Astoria was 4'%,c bu. 

The commission holds the present sched- 
ule unfair, and finds that the various 
ports are in a natural group and all en- 
titled to the same treatment. 

While there is a difference of opinion 
among business men here as to the effect 
of the decision, there is but one opinion 
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in the grain trade, and that is that it will 
divert ing to Astoria. 

The Portland Chamber of Commerce 
has already taken steps to present the 
snetier equi $6 the epnndaiinet and: nick 
a lower rate to Portland, on the ground 
that this city is 110 miles nearer the pro- 
ducing sections than Astoria, and is en- 
titled to a lower rate than Puget Sound 
because of the downgrade water haul to 
this city, as against the mountain haul to 
the Puget Sound ports. 

Astorians are elated over the decision, 
and celebrated the event with a banquet 
at which a number of leading business 
men of this city were present. An- 
nouncement was made the Astoria 
Flouring Mills Co. that it would at once 
proceed to double its capacity, which is 
now 500 bbls daily. It ts to have 
the enlarged mill ready for operation by 
the time the new rates go into effect. 


NOTES 


George V. Hayes, oriental agent of the 
Portland Flouring Mills Co., is here from 
Japan on business. 


The grain fleet still listed for Portland 
to arrive during the remainder of the 
season aggregates 26,298 tons. The grain 
cargo for this tonnage is already in hand. 

The only grain clearance last week 
was on the Kentuckian, which sailed for 
Honolulu with 1,010 bbls of flour, 333 bus 
of wheat and a quantity of millfeed 
among her other cargo. 

J. M. Lownspate. 


CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, Car, Feb. 28.—A 
somewhat improved demand for flour was 
noticeable last week, particularly on soft 
wheat flour from Washington and Ore- 
gon. Buyers are nearing the cleaning-up 
period on contracts placed earlier in the 
season. The small bakers are beginning 
to enter the market, and a few weeks 
should witness general buying. 

The sharp decline in wheat caused all 
mills to lower prices materially, and will 
likely permit of considerable new busi- 
ness being done, as mills will be able to 
nearer meet the prices of resellers, who 
have been in control of the market for 
some time. 

Local mills’ prices on best family pat- 
ents remain unchanged at $6.60@7, 49's 
cotton, 

Dakota first patent was offered at $7@ 
7.20; second patent, $6.50@6.80; Kansas 
first patent, $6.60@6.80; second patent, 
$6.20@6.40,—98’s, cotton, delivered San 
Francisco. 

Material declines have been made ef- 
fective by Montana mills, which are now 
offering first patent at $6.10@6.20, second 
patent at $5.80@6, and first clear at 
$5.25. 

Pure eastern rye flour is quoted at 
$6.20; low-grade, $5.70,—delivered San 
Francisco. 

Prices made by Washington mills on 
blue-stem patent range $5.30@5.45, with 
a few scattered sales being reported at 
$5.15, 98’s, cotton, delivered San Fran- 





cisco, and Oregon soft wheat flour, $4.25 - 


@A4A0. 

Millfeed unchanged, with moderate de- 
mand, Stocks in the hands of resellers 
are diminishing and, with only limited 
offerings by mills, a firmer market is 
predicted. White bran was offered at 
$24.50@25; shorts, $26; middlings, $32@ 
34; red Montana bran, $23.50@24.50; 
mill-run, $25. 

* - 

Kxports of flour from San Francisco 
for wheat ending Feb. 19: China, 4 bbls; 
Hawaiian and Pacific islands, 252; Mex- 
ico, 1,024; Central America and Panama, 
5,226; South America, 7,040. Exports of 
barley for the same period, 8,966 ctls. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 28.—Last week 
saw a drop of 40c bbl in the wholesale 
price of all grades of wheat flour. Quo- 
tations, car lots, 30-day terms, 98-lb jute 
sacks: best patents, $7; No. 2 patents, 
$6.50; first bakers, $6.10; pastry, No. 1, 
$6.90; whole wheat, $6.10; graham, $6.10. 
No. 1 feed wheat, $1.043, bu; No. 2 
feed, $1.01%,; oats, 51c. Oatmeal, first 
grade, $3.50 per 100 lbs in 50’s and $3.90 
in gunnies, Rolled oats, $2.80 per 80-lb 
sack, 

L. W. Maxovsx1. 


NEW FREIGHT RATES 


New Flour and Grain Tariffs Filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission 


Wasuinoton, D. C., Feb. 28.—In the 
list of new tariffs filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission affecting 
transportation of grain and grain prod- 
ucts in the domestic and export trade, 
appeared the following changes, with the 
effective dates and rates in carloads, per 
100 lbs, unless otherwise stated: 


Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern, March 23, 
flour, from Seymour, Ind., to New Orleans, 
La., and Mobile, Ala., shipside, for export 
to Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, New Zea- 
land, and Philippine Islands, 11.2c; when for 
export to all countries other than those 
mentioned above, including insular posses- 
sions of United States and Canal zone of 
Panama and Philippine Islands, 14.7c. 

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, March 25, 
avena, buckwheat flour, cracked wheat, 
cream of wheat, crushed wheat, feed, rye, 
or wheat, saxon food, wheat hulls, buck- 
wheat, mother’s wheat hearts, pearl barley, 
pearl wheat, Pillsbury’s Best cereal and pre- 
pared flour, 22c; algrain food, barley, sprout- 
ed oat feed, corn feed, hominy feed, groats, 
oatmeal, middlings, ground and rolled oats, 
grain screenings, shorts, shipstuff, barley 
and malt sprouts, starch, and articles taking 
same rates, 2lc, to Newport News, Norfolk, 
Va., when for export, from Council Bluffs, 
lowa, Omaha, South Omaha, Neb., Kansas 
City, St. Joseph, North Kansas City, Mo., 
Atchison, Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, 
March 20, grain products, grain in sacks, 
and grain by-products, for export only, from 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Minnesota Transfer, 
Minn., and rate points, to Baltimore, 17.5c; 
Boston, 20.56c; Montreal, Quebec, Que., 18.5c; 
New York, 20.5c; Philadelphia, 18.5c; Port- 
land, Maine, 20.5c; flour, for export only, 
from same points to Boston, New York, and 
Portland, Maine, 19.5c. 

Illinois Central, April 1, grain, from St. 
Louis, Mo., and East St. Louis, Ill., to Key 
West, Fla., for export to Cuba, corn and 
oats 21.2c, wheat 22.2c; to New Orleans, La., 
for export to foreign countries, corn, rye 
and barley 11.2c, wheat 12.2c. 

Pere Marquette, March 2, wheat, carloads, 
for milling in transit at points directly in- 
termediate on Pere Marquette Railroad, for 
export to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore, from Sarnia, Ont., 14.7c; 
wheat, carloads, for milling in transit at 
Blenheim, Ont., for export to above named 
ports, from Port Stanley, Ont., 12.2c. 





Pending Trade-Marks 

The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office: 

“Co-Boss,”” and representation of a man 
calling the cows; No. 88,457. Owner, the 
Big Four Milling Co., Cleveland, Ohio. Used 
on malt sprouts, brewers’ grains, gluten 
meal, corn or hominy meal, alfalfa meal, 
oll meal, oat clips, ground screenings, salt 
and cane molasses. 

“Snowkist’’; No. 90,496. Owner, Frederick 
Briggs, Washington, D. C. Used on wheat 
and rye flour, corn meal, oatmeal, corn 
flakes, grits and crushed cereal for breakfast 
foods, and other food products. 

““Bakemore”’; No. 90,674. Owner, Federal 
Milling Co., Lockport, N. Y. Used on wheat 
flour. 

“Jitney,” and representation of an auto- 
mobile; No. 90,712. Owner, Upham-Miller 
Co., New York. Used on potato flour, fine 
barley, pearl barley, and other food prod- 
ucts. 

“Acropolis”; No, 90,840. Owner, Nave- 
McCord Mercantile Co., St. Joseph, Mo. Used 
on cereal breakfast food. 

“Brag”; No. 91,641. Owner, Dahnke- 
Walker Milling Co., Union City, Tenn. Used 
on granular and soft ground corn meal, grits 
and wheat flour. 

“Annie Laurie”; No. 91,587. Owner, Holt 
& Co., New York. Used on wheat flour. 

“Remember Ricello,”” and picture of a 
small girl; No. 91,635. Owner, W. Milo 
Culp, Fort Wayne, Ind. Used on rice cereal. 

‘“‘Peerage”’; No. 91,642. Owner, the Husler 
Milling & Elevator Co., Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Used on self-rising wheat flour. 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 
The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 66 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 62,150 bbls, from Sept. 
1, 1915, to Feb. 19, 1916, with comparisons, 
in bbls (000’s omitted): 
-—Output—, -——Exports—, 
1915-16 114- 15 1915-16 1914-15 











Minneapolis -10,715 8,713 741 2,258 
Duluth-Superior 834 657 48 83 
66 outside mills 7,729 6,013 270 137 

Totals ...... 19,278 15,383 1,059 2,478 


The same mills consumed wheat in this 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 


1915-16 1914-15 





MIMMORPONS .cccvecicccccces 48,218 39,208 
Duluth-Superior ............ 3,753 2,957 
66 outside mills ............ 34,780 27,058 

BOR cies cei iiosccsdiis 86,751 69,223 





Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 


7-—Mplis—, --Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1916 1915 1916 1915 1916 1915 











Feb. 23.... 946 178 176 117 1,924 267 
Feb, 24.... 392 133 144 32 6573 281 
Feb. 25.... 456 279 95 23 647 300 
Feb, 26.... 486 190 107 382 656 129 
Feb, 28....1,040 353 87 67 666 246 
Feb, 29.... 474 108 237 88 1,052 375 

Totals ..8,794 1,241 846 359 5,408 1,598 
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During the past seven days. wheat has 
softened to a small extent. Where we 
used to get an advance or a drop of 3d 
a day, we may now get an alteration of 
ls. ‘Taking today’s c.i.f. market, Mani- 
toba wheat is about Is 3d qr cheaper 
than last Wednesday, but today there is 
a firmer tendency in wheat, and flour is 
unaffected. This refers to over-sea flour, 
which is still very scarce and dear. 
The mills in this city, after putting up 
their price 2s on Monday, Jan. 24, have 
taken back Is of the advance. 

This has made no difference to the 
over-sea trade, and very little to country 
flour. The scarcity on spot of over-sea 
flour was relieved to some extent by an 
arrival last week of 68,084 sacks, which 
is no doubt part of the shipment of about 
110,000 sacks that left the Atlantic sea- 
board 10 days or a fortnight ago. But 
as the bulk of the over-sea flour that en- 
ters this port today is nearly all sold, the 
improvement is yet slight. 

So ‘far from spot prices being any 
easier, the reverse is the case, while c.i.f. 
business in flour is very stagnant be- 
cause of the scarcity of acceptable offers, 
and also because there is almost nothing 
available except in distant positions. Just 
as corn merchants and millers on this side 
have had their enterprise blunted by the 
high values of wheat, so flour importers 
have been rendered doubly cautious by 
fear lest prices should suffer a sharp 
break before their purchases can be mar- 
keted. 

* * 

The freight question now dominates all 
others. The fact that the president of 
the Board of Trade is seriously consider- 
ing how freights may be reduced has 
also much to do with increasing the cau- 
tious attitude of British importers. Cana- 
dian mills appear to be even worse off as 
regards freight than American, but the 
best offer for Minnesota patents from the 
other side is about 47s 9d net c.i.f., on a 
three days’ sight draft. 

A few days ago there were some re- 
sellers in the market offering Canadian 
exports at 6@9d below the price of the 
day, but those offers soon died away. To- 
day we quote American top spring wheat 
patents at 50s 6d@5ls 6d ex-store, while 
Minnesota patents could not be bought 
under 49@50s in the same position. 

The very few Kansas patents that are 
available are priced for good marks at 
47s 6d@48s 6d ex-store, while seconds 
would not come under 47s. There have 
been a few quotations of long patents at 
47s 3d net, c.i.f., for February dispatch. 

Manitoba exports are 6d dearer on the 
week, being held at 49@50s ex-store, while 
patents in the same position are worth 
bls. 

Clears are very scarce in this market, 
but Minnesota firsts have recently been 
sold at 47s 6d ex-ship to arrive, while 
there are Canadian offers at 48s 6d c.i.f., 
February dispatch, which would mean 
about 46s 6d landed in London. 

There is some demand for soft wheat 
flours, and Californians for February- 
March dispatch, to be shipped from an 
Atlantic port, are offered at 48s c.i.f. 

Australians are offered but sparingly, 
on atcount of freight difficulties, but we 
get occasional offers of good straights at 
equal to about 47s 6d ex-store. 

London-milled flour was reduced 1s on 


Monday last, which brought households to 
5ls 6d, with straights at 52s, second pat- 
ents at 53s and first patents at 53s 6d, 
all ex-mill. 

English country flour, which is now 
more freely offered, in spite of difficulties 
of delivery owing to rail congestion, after 
advancing had a slight setback, and prices 
today are where they were a week ago; 
that is to say, roller whites are worth 
44@45s, straights 45@46s and patents 
46@48s, all ex-rail in London. 

The oatmeal market remains quiet, and 
prices have had a stability the last three 
months which is quite unknown in the 
wheat and flour markets. Aberdeen is 
today quoted at 20s 6d per 112 lbs, while 
Midlothian is at 22s 6d, and rolled oat- 
meal the same. Canadian coarse, medium 
and fine qualities are each and all worth 
£19 10s per ton. 

FULL RATE CABLES 

The cable companies in the United 
Kingdom have abolished deferred rate 
and week-end letter cables, and for the 
present only full-rate messages are ac- 
cepted. It is to be hoped that this same 
rule has gone into effect in America as 
well, for exporters who used lL.c.o. mes- 
sages were. constantly getting into trouble 
and it would be a very good thing if a 
trade agreement could be reached to the 
effect that only full-rate messages were 
to be used in sending cables relating to 
dealings in flour, especially if the mes- 
sages referred to offers or acceptances. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


Entries of foreign flour into London 
for the past: two weeks, with the respec- 
tive countries of origin, in sacks of 280 


lbs: 
Jan. 28 Jan, 21 
United States (Atlantic ports) 67,734 9,098 








United States (Pacific ports). ..... 6,440 
COMOER coccccccccccccesccces 250 3,975 
Totals cceccccccssscesceces 68,084 19,513 


Average receipts for four weeks end- 


ing: 
Jan. 28 Dec. 31 Dec. 3 


Foreign wheat* ...... 118,116 81,684 92,917 
British wheatt ...... 4,900 3,539 2,086 
Foreign flourt ...-.... 36,583 15,617 25,432 
Foreign and British 

BOGE ccccccccccces 68,303 37,116 49,107 


*Qrs (480 Ibs), TQrs (504 lbs). tSacks 


(280 Ibs). 
LONDON MONEY MARKET 


The beginning of the month has occa- 
sioned some heavy cash displacements in 
connection with interest payments 
amounting to about £6,000,000. At the 
end of last week money was very much 
wanted, but the market had sufficient 
funds to supply all needs and the tend- 
ency has since become easier. The rate 
for short loans today is 4@4'% per cent, 
and for seven-day loans 41. 

In the discount market business has 
been exceedingly quiet, and rates are a 
trifle easier. Bills remain very scarce. 
Three months’ bank bills are quoted today 
at 51%,@5 3-16 per cent, four months’ at 
54, six months’ at 534, and trade bills at 
5Y¥,@6. The bank rate remains at 5 per 
cent. 

The New York cable transfer rate is 
steady at $4.763,. 

In the stock markets, consols stand at 
581% and the 41% per cent war loan at 
967%. 


LIVERPOOL, FEB. 1 

The foreign flour market ruled very 
quiet most of the week, owing to the firm 
attitude of sellers and the fact that most 
buyers and consumers had previously en- 
tered into fairly liberal engagements at 
lower figures under pressure of steadily 
advancing values. The level reached is 
generally regarded as high-water mark, 
and is some 7@8s above the prices ruling 
at this time last year. 

There is a latent fear in the minds of 





most traders in flour that history may 
repeat itself in the matter of sharp and 
serious fluctuations and relapses in the 
future, the same as during the last 12 
months, and this has created a noncom- 
mittal feeling which has proved adverse 
to the further expansion of business. 

In spite of the distinct lull in the de- 
mand there is no indication of any weak- 
ness on the part of sellers, who are hold- 
ing out for extreme prices though still 
prepared to sell for less than cost of re- 
placing for shipment. There may be 
some slight irregularity, but 49s per 280 
lbs, delivered, may be quoted as the 
minimum for hard wheat patents on spot 
and to arrive. Very little is available on 
spot, and near-at-hand parcels are mostly 
sold on passage to consumers. 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers have met with no re- 
sponse from importers. After a general 
advance there is a partial reversion to the 
previous week’s quotations. . Minnesota 
patents from 49s c.i.f. and Canadian 
springs from 48s 6d are unchanged. Win- 
ters from 49s are 6d dearer, and Kan- 
sans from 48s are Is up. The latter, pre- 
viously in some favor for shipment, are 
now above buyers’ views, while other de- 
scriptions have no friends at present. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 11,000 280-lb sacks and to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom 51,000, against 89,000 the 
same week last year. Since Aug. 1 the 
total to the United Kingdom is 2,366,000 
sacks, against 2,066,000 during the same 
period last season. 

Local millers in midweek raised limits 
Is per 280 lbs. The minimum for bakers 
grade is now officially 50s per 280 lbs. 
New business, however, is a negligible 
quantity. 

Low-grade flours arriving are sold to 
consumers for their own purposes, and 
needy buyers have paid up to 34s 6d ex- 
quay for ordinary bakers in limited quan- 
tities. For shipment, American common 
bakers found buyers recently around 33s 
c.if., but are now held at 34s 6d c.i.f. 
for May-June shipment, which buyers 
will not follow. Improved grade bakers 
are not offered. 

For Australian flours for shipment, 46s 
6d@4i7s c.i.f. is asked, which has no at- 
traction at the advance. 

Pacific flours are not offered, owing to 
scarcity of tonnage and high freights. 


FROM THE TRADE 
Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
remains quiet at a further 6d@Is ad- 


vance. The high prices are checking the ‘ 


demand, buyers being very reserved. 
Minneapolis patents are held for 49s 6d 
c.i.f., February-March shipment, but buy- 
ers are indifferent. No Canadian patents 
are offering. Low-grades are very firm, 
with shippers holding for 2s advance, but 
buyers will not think of business at these 
prices. No improved second clears are 
offering, shippers being oversold. Second 
clears sold at 33s c.i.f. for May shipment, 
early in the week. Shippers are now ask- 
ing 34s 6d for May-June. 





SCOTTISH MARKETS, FEB. 1 

More than distinct firmness has been 
observable in the Glasgow flour market 
during the week. The advance of 1s 6d@ 
2s per sack has interfered with sales. 
Some Glasgow bakers who bought flour at 
a much lower price than that ruling today 
were selling back to the importers and 
merchants. This proved that these bakers 
had either bought very well ahead or had 
not much confidence in the enhanced 
prices continuing. 

Demand has been good on spot and 
near at hand for Manitoba springs. Prices 
are so high that it is probable there may 
be a bit of a setback, but the dearness of 





freights will for a long period have a 
sustaining effect on values. Manitoba 
patents are offered at 48s on the spot. 
To arrive the mills are asking 50@5ls, 
but no business is being put through at 
these prices. Canadian winters are of- 
fered at 46s on passage, and in these a 
fair business is doing. 

American soft winters are at 50s near 
at hand, but owing to the cheapness of 
Canadians there is practically no demand 
for them. Second grades of Minnesotas 
are going at 46s Gd; there are hardly any 
patents in the market. For any there 
might be, sellers would require 53@54s, 
and bakers simply could not afford to 
give these figures. Kansans are offered 
at 47s 6d on the spot. The mills cannot 
offer for shipment, as they cannot engage 
freight room. 

The town millers’ prices are difficult to 
get. They are quoted as asking 51@53s, 
and as they are above buyers’ ideas, they 
are not doing much. As they have still a 
lot of cheap flour to deliver, their posi- 
tion in the meantime is not to be envied. 

Irish oatmeal is 6d higher, and other 
descriptions were firmly held at previous 
currencies. Values are as follows: Irish, 
47@48s per 280 lbs; Canadian, 44@45s; 
Scotch, 47@49s. 

Imports at Glasgow last week consisted 
of 13,206 sacks of flour, 11,048 coming 
from Canada and the United States; 926 
qrs of wheat, and 3,022 sacks of oatmeal. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 
The Edinburgh and Leith flour millers 
are raising their prices weekly. ‘This 
week home manufactured flour is at 55s 
6d for whites, 54s for extras, and 52s 6d 
for supers, while the Midlothian oatmeal 
millers have increased their price to 56s 
per sack of 280 Ibs. 
The imports at Leith last week includ- 
ed 3,872 sacks of flour, all, from Ameri- 
can ports, and 18,970 qrs of maize. 


DEATHS IN THE TRADE 

Thomas Wharrie Morrison, J. P., of 
Wm. Morrison & Son, Ltd., flour im- 
porters of Glasgow, was taken ill early 
in December with pleurisy, from which 
he never recovered, and died Jan, 27. Mr. 
Morrison was born in Glasgow and was 
trained in the office of William Kidston 
& Sons, Queen Street. Over 30 years ago 
he joined his father and brother and thus 
began his connection with the flour trade, 
which had continued ever since. By his 
death the Glasgow Corn Exchange loses 
one of its most prominent and highly 
respected members. 

James Warnock Henderson, of R. Hunt- 
er Craig & Co., Ltd., flour importers of 
Glasgow, died at Pollokshields on Jan. 
31. He had been in failing health for 
some time and about six months ago re- 
turned to his home in Glasgow from 
Liverpool, where for 20 years he had 
managed the branch house of his com- 
pany. Mr. Henderson, who was a native 
of Glasgow, was associated with the firm 
for 35 years. 

William Tod, the elder of two brothers 
who founded the firm of Tod Bros., 
Stockbridge Mills, Edinburgh, and who 
together conducted their extensive busi- 
ness of flour milling and importing for 
50 years, is dead at the age of 81. On 
account of advancing years the brothers 
retired in 1909, when the business was 
turned into a limited liability company. 


IRISH MARKETS, JAN. 31 


Last week a direct steamer arrived in 
Belfast with a fair cargo of flour of all 
grades, which gave importers something 
to dispose of, although the quantities on 
sale were small, the bulk of it going to 
consumers against purchases: made some 
time ago. 

The actual wheat market and offers of 
flour from the other side are lower, but 
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this has had no material effect on busi- 
ness, as any decline in wheat and flour 
uotations at the mill have been offset by 
the difficulty of obtaining tonnage. Some 
business has been done to Belfast and 
Dublin for February shipment, but the 
parcels purchased were small. 

Our home millers are very busy, prin- 
cipally on soft flours, and are getting 
quite as much business as they can = 
with. Importers are able to sell all the 
strong flours they can get, and buyers are 
not caviling over an extra 6d, so that 
business is not 6 

Shipments of flour into Belfast during 
the 12 months ending Dec. 31 have been 
well in line with previous years. There 
were imported into Belfast 93,650 tons, 
which is only a little over 1,000 tons less 
than the lowest quantity imported the 
last five years, in 1911. Compared with 
last year, we are over 5,000 tons shy, but 
that would be more than accounted for 
by the reduction in stock. 

Wheat shows a reduction of 20,000 
tons, but as stocks were scarcely ever as 
low as at present, a good proportion is 
due to smaller stocks. In other years 
considerable quantities of wheat were 
transshipped, while during the last 12 
months the outgoings have been practi- 
cally nil. 

Minneapolis flours for shipment are 
scarcer and dearer. ‘The only quotation 
received was at 50s net, c.i.f. Belfast, and 
50s 6d Dublin, three days’ sight draft, 
but business at these prices is out of the 
question. “On spot, importers are asking 
50s 6d f.o.r. Belfast, from a recent ar- 
rival. In Dublin, 51s is asked for similar 
flour. 

Kansas flours have again been more in 
evidence than those from other districts. 
Some business was done in export patent 
grade for February shipment at 46s 6d 
net, c.f. Belfast, and 47s Dublin, Feb- 
ruary dispatch from the mill. A little 
clear was also sold, at 42s 6d net, cif. 

Offers from mills of Manitoba flours 
have been few and far between, and most 
of them at 48s net, c.i.f. either port, for 
good export patent grade. Practically 
no business was done in the forward po- 
sition, but spot lots were easily sold, even 
in quantity, at 50s f.o.r. Belfast or Dub- 
lin. Importers who have strong flour 
have no difficulty in making sales at a 
good price. 

Offers of American soft winters have 
been entirely absent for shipment, and it 
looks as if business in this grade would 
be impossible for some time. Importers 
are asking 51s, f.o.r. either port, for any 
little lots they have to dispose of. 

Good straight Australian flours, for 
February shipment, could be obtained at 
49s, full landed terms, Belfast or Dub- 
lin, but really tiptop patents are out of 
reach. 

The general tone of the feedingstuffs 
market is weaker. ‘The trade seems to 
have lost all briskness, and there is a 
pause in the demand all round, while a 
week or 10 days ago sellers could obtain 
almost any price they asked. Bran and 
pollards all registered a decline of 2s 6d 
(@5s per ton. 

Linseed cakes are quietly steady. Stocks 
are small, but the demand has fallen 
away. Foreign offers are out of line, 
and consumers are entirely dependent on 
home millers. Cottonseed cakes are very 
scarce, but it is impossible to obtain on 
spot anything like what the mills are 
asking. 





Conveyances in Fraud of Creditors 


The Alabama Supreme Court, follow- 
ing the view which has been expressed by 
other courts of the country, holds that 
the right of a creditor to have his debtor’s 
voluntary conveyance of property to the 
debtor’s wife or other third person set 
aside as being fraudulent is not limited 
to creditors whose debts were incurred 
before the conveyance was made, but ex- 
tends to subsequent claimants. 

But it is held that the right of a sub- 
sequent creditor to have the conveyance 
canceled depends upon the existence of 
actual fraud in the transaction. Fraud 
is never presumed, the court declares, 
and to defeat a transfer of a debtor's 
property on that ground fraudulent in- 
tent must be clearly established. Mere 
withholding of a deed from record on the 
part of the grantee is insufficient to show 
that the conveyance was made with im- 
proper motives. Mathews vs. J. S, Car- 
roll Mercantile Co. <A. L. H. Srnreer. 
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RECENT LEGAL DECISIONS 


Important Matters Affecting the Milling 
Industry Lately Ruled on by 
Various Courts 





SAFETY OF EMPLOYEES CROSSING TRACKS 

When employees of a mill customarily 
cross private railway tracks on the mill 
premises, with the express or implied as- 
sent of the employer, the latter is under 
legal duty to adopt reasonable measures 
to avoid injury to such employees in the 
movement of cars, according to the deci- 
sion of the Iowa Supreme Court in the 
late case of Arnold vs. Douglas & Co. In 
this case the court upheld liability of de- 
fendant for death of an employee who 
was crushed between two cars on a pri- 
vate switch track while passing from one 
building of defendant company to an- 
other, in performance of his duties. 

A tunnel had been constructed under 
the tracks and notice had been posted 
directing employees: “Use the tunnel in- 
stead of crossing the tracks. Avoid any 
danger.” But the court finds that because 
the tunnel was frequently flooded and 
was a less convenient passageway, de- 
fendant company acquiesced in the em- 
ployees’ use of the surface crossing at 
which decedent was killed; the superin- 
tendent having directed that cars stand- 
ing on the tracks at that point be sepa- 
rated to keep the crossing open. 

In these circumstances the supreme 
court holds that it was open to the jury 
to find that the defendant was negligent 
in failing to enforce proper rules gov- 
erning movement of cars, with a view to 
avoiding accidents such as occurred in 
this case. It is intimated that either a 
watchman should have been stationed at 
the crossing or signals should have been 
given warning against sudden movement 
of cars. 


INJURY TO EMPLOYEE HANDLING BARRELS 


A laborer employed by a biscuit manu- 
facturing company was injured through 
the falling on his foot of a heavy barrel 
which he was assisting in lifting, and 
sued for damages on the grounds that 
his foreman contributed to the accident 
by negligently permitting the barrel in 
question to slip, and that the company 
carelessly failed to provide him with rea- 
sonably safe appliances and place of 
work, 

The trial judge directed a verdict in 
defendant’s favor on the theory that 
plaintiff failed to make out a case of 
actionable negligence, but in reversing the 
judgment and ordering a new trial, the 
South Dakota Supreme Court decided 
that the case should have been permitted 
to go to the jury on the question of neg- 
ligence and the foreman’s relationship to 
plaintiff. 

‘The higher court holds that the fore- 
man acted in a dual capacity: as a repre- 
sentative of the company in directing the 
manner in which the work should be done, 
the company being liable for any negli- 
gence on his part in this respect; and as 
a fellow-servant of the plaintiff in the 
rendering of mere manual assistance in 
the lifting of the barrel, within the estab- 
lished rule in South Dakota that an em- 
ployer is not responsible for injury to a 
workman resulting from negligence of a 
fellow-servant. 


CARRIER’S LIABILITY FOR INJURY TO FREIGHT 


The recent floods throughout the coun- 
try will doubtless give rise to numerous 
claims against railway companies for loss 
of or injury to flour and grain caught in 
transit in the flooded sections. Hence 
the decision of the Florida Supreme 
Court in the recent case of Mullins vs. 
Seaboard Air Line Railway is of timely 
interest. ‘This is the gist of the decision: 

The liability of a common carrier of 
goods is that of an insurer; and in cases 
of loss of or injury to goods intrusted to 
it for transportation no excuse avails the 
carrier, except that such loss or injury 
was caused by the act of God, or by the 
public enemies of the state, or by the sole 
fault of the shipper or his agent. The 
carrier is an insurer against all risks of 
loss or injury, excepting those resulting 
directly from the act of God or the pub- 
lic enemy and without the intervention of 
human agency. 

The only acts of God that excuse com- 
mon carriers from liability for loss or in- 
jury are those operations of the forces 
of nature that could not have been an- 


ticipated and provided against, and that 
by their su uman force unexpectedly 
injure or destroy goods in the custody or 
control of a carrier. 

Where, in the course of t rtation, 

are injured by an unprecedented 
flood and there is no negligence on the 
part of the carrier in taking care of the 
goods or otherwise, the loss is attributable 
to the flood as an act of God, and the 
carrier is not liable. 

But where the flood should have been 
anticipated in time to save the goods, or 
the carrier was negligent in not protect- 
ing the or exposed the goods to 
the flood, or wrongfully withheld the 
goods, or so deviated from the proper 
route as to amount to a conversion of the 
goods, or the _— of the carrier 
contributes directly to the injury, or the 
carrier fails to provide reasonably ade- 
quate and safe facilities which directly 
contributed to the injury, the carrier is 
liable. 

VALIDITY OF EXCLUSIVE SHIPPING CONTRACT 


A late opinion of the Texas Court of 
Civil Appeals authorizes the statement 
that where a railway company leases a 
tract of land on its right of way for use 
for mill or elevator purposes, there is no 
violation of the anti-trust laws by incor- 
porating in the contract a provision to 
the effect that the lessee will cause all 
freight shipments to or from the mill or 
elevator to be made over the particular 
railroad, so long as that road’s rates do 
not exceed the charges of competing 
lines. Stephenson vs. St. Louis South- 
western Railway Company. 

PRIORITY OF CROP MORTGAGE 

A grain company was held liable for 
the value of wheat received from a farm- 
er but covered by a mortgage previously 
given to a bank and recorded, under a 
decision of the Washington Supreme 
Court in the case of German-American 
Bank vs. Seattle Grain Co. * 

After the wheat was harvested the 
farmer delivered about 1,000 bus to de- 
fendant in payment of an indebtedness 
of $666.40 for sacks furnished the pre- 
vious year. The grain was deposited in a 
common mass held by defendant. The 
mortgagee bank thereupon foreclosed the 
mortgage as to the remaining wheat and, 
there remaining a deficiency after judg- 
ment and sale, suit was brought against 
the grain company to recover the value 
of the wheat received by it. 

This suit was defended on the grounds 
that the grain company had a superior 
equity on account of the amount due for 
the sacks, and that the bank waived any 
right to proceed against detendant by 
foreclosing the mortgage without making 
the grain company a party to the fore- 
closure. 

However, the supreme court overruled 
both of these contentions, saying: “The 
mortgages gave plaintiff a lien upon the 
wheat, of which defendant had notice 
through the public records. When, there- 
fore, it took the wheat and commingled it 
with its own, it was an act of conversion.” 


TITLE TO AN ELEVATOR SITE 


A terminal company granted to a grain 
company a tract of land on which to con- 
struct an elevator, on condition that if 
the elevator should be destroyed by fire 
or otherwise, the grain company would 
rebuild within a reasonable time, or re- 
convey the site to the terminal company. 
The elevator was constructed and operat- 
ed until destroyed by fire, but has not 
been rebuilt. 

In litigation over title to the site, the 
Supreme Court of Nebraska has just de- 
cided that the terminal company’s right 
to forfeit the site was waived by the acts 
of an agent representing the terminal 
company in entering into a supplemental 
agreement. The court holds that title did 
not reinvest in the terminal company on 
the grain company’s failure to recon- 
struct the building within a reasonable 
time, the former company’s interest being 
a mere right to a reconveyance; and that 
waiver of this right did not require a new 
contract embodying the formalities of a 
deed. 

It appears that the acts of the agent 
referred to were not disapproved by his 
principal, and hence the court applied the 
rule that although a representative ex- 
ceeds his authority in making a contract, 
it is wholly ratified by the employer’s 
acceptance of benefits under the contract. 
An agent’s unauthorized act cannot be 
ratified so far as beneficial to his em- 
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ployer and repudiated as to benefits se- 
cured to the other party the t 
agreement. Nye-Schneider-Fowler Grain 
Co. vs. Hopkins. 


EMPLOYER'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR INJURY 

Passing upon the liability of a milling 
company in damages for death of an 
engineer employed in the company’s mill, 
the Appellate Court of Indiana applied 
the following rules of law in force in that 
state: 

In an action for death of or injury to 
an employee, plaintiff makes out a prima 
facie case of negligence on the part of the 
defendant employer by proof that the 
accident resulted from a defect in the 
working place or in machinery or an ap- 
pliance provided for the employee’s use. 
The burden then shifts to the employer to 
show that he did not know of the defect 
and was not chargeable with knowledge 
of it in the exercise of ordinary care to 
provide his workmen with a reasonably 
safe place to work. 

A question as to whether an employee 
has been guilty of negligence outriieting 
to his own injury is to be determined by 
considering what a reasonably prudent 
person would have done in the same cir- 
cumstances. In the absence of assump- 
tion by him of the duty of inspecting the 
place where he works or the appliances 
which he uses, as part of his employment, 
the law does not place that duty upon 
him, it being primarily the obligation of 
an employer to make reasonable inspec- 
tions to determine the safety of the places 
to which his employees are assigned to 


work. Deer vs. Suckow Co. 


DUTY TO WARN EMPLOYEES 

Wherever an employee is engaged at a 
hazardous occupation, as in the operation 
of dangerous machinery, the courts rec- 
ognize that there is a limited legal obli- 
gation on the part of the employer to 
warn the worker, depending largely upon 
the employee’s previous experience and 
opportunity for appreciating the risk to 
which he is subjected. This duty was 
considered recently by the Alabama Court 
of Appeals in a case involving the liabil- 
ity of a candy manufacturing company 
for injury to a female employee whose 
finger was amputated while operating a 
chocolate mixer. The court sums up the 
employer's duty in the following lan- 


uage: 

“While the law imposes no duty on the 
master to warn and instruct his employees 
as to dangers which are patent and ob- 
vious to persons of ordinary intelligence, 
yet the master is bound to disclose to the 
servant the latent defects and dangers of 
which he has knowledge, or of which he 
ought to have knowledge in the exercise 
of reasonable care, attention, and dili- 
gence, and of which the servant has no 
knowledge and which are not discoverable 
in the exercise of reasonable care on the 
part of the servant; and even when the 
danger is patent or open to observation, 
it is the duty of the master to warn and 
instruct in regard to it, if through inex- 
perience, or any other cause, the servant, 
to the knowledge of the master, does not 
understand fully and appreciate the na- 
ture and extent of it.” 


LIABILITY OF ELEVATOR COMPANIES 


A farm tenant had in his possession 
grain belonging to plaintiff, his landlord, 
and the latter instructed defendant ele- 
vator company that, on delivery of the 
grain to the company, storage tickets 
should be issued in plaintiff’s favor. But 
when the tenant’s employee made the de- 
livery, a cash ticket was issued by defend- 
ant to the employee on the latter’s re- 
quest, although the company knew that 
the grain belonged to plaintiff. 

The cash ticket was made payable to 
plaintiff, but the employee forged plain- 
tiff’s name and drew the money. On dis- 
covering this, plaintiff demanded that de- 
fendant issue storage tickets to him, and 
on that being refused brought suit to 
recover the grain or its value. The trial 
court awarded judgment in plaintiff’s 
favor, and the South Dakota Supreme 
Court affirmed it on appeal. 

It was claimed by defendant that the 
defaulting employee should be regarded as 
a subagent of plaintiff, who must there- 
fore bear the loss, but the supreme court 
finds that the employee was a mere serv- 
ant of the tenant, possessed with no au- 
thority except to deliver the grain at the 
elevator, as to which defendant had been 
fully advised. Johnson vs. Geo. C. Bag- 
ley Elevator Co. A. L. H. Srreer. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week end- 
ing Feb. 26 was 32,700, or 68 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 36,200, or 75 per 
cent, the previous week, 20,000, or 42 per 
cent, a year ago, 28,700, or 60 per cent, 
two years ago, and 23,500, or 49 per cent, 
three years ago. 

Every day last week, with the exception 
of Friday, when there was a reaction, wit- 
nessed a decline in wheat, starting in with 
Monday, when the market closed 314 and 
3%,¢ for cash and May below the close 
of the previous Saturday. The close Feb. 
26 was 15%,¢ for cash, 16c for May and 
12c for July below the close of the 
previous week. 

The weakness in wheat, while anticipat- 
ed and justifying the bearish feeling 
which has been growing among millers 
for some time, was effective in scaring 
domestic buyers from the market. Should 
the market show signs of having reached 
bottom and develop strength and a firm 
undertone, then it is expected that buyers 
might put in an appearance once more. 

Stocks of soft winter wheat flour are 
light in nearly all positions. There are 
instances of some buyers being bought 
ahead who have been offering resale flour 
below mill limits, but few of the smaller 
buyers are booked ahead. If the market 
continues to decline, the mills may have 
some trouble on account of these long- 
time contracts. 

In spite of the absence of domestic 
buying, several mills reported sales equal 
to, or in excess of, output. This was ac- 
complished by some very good export 
sales. Some were said to be the best, as 
regards the market, that have been made 
on this crop. Some difficulty was experi- 
enced in booking ocean room, and the 
embargo via New York, Baltimore and 
Philadelphia still obtains. 

* * 

Feed was a quiet market. Bran was 
off 50c ton for the week. Middlings were 
relatively in the stronger position, and 
were held at the same prices as the pre- 
vious week. 


CROP CONDITIONS AND WHEAT MOVEMENT 


Mild temperatures prevailed nearly all 
the week, part of the time rather warm 
and_ springlike, suggesting an _ early 
spring. Toward the end of the week it 
turned colder, with flurries of snow, but 
not enough to give any protection to the 
wheat plant. East of here in Pennsyl- 
vania there is sufficient snow on the 
ground. Wheatfields about here are still 
exposed. 

While it should be remembered that 
warm, growing weather in the spring is 
the only thing that can tell the actual 
damage done to wheat, if any, from the 
open winter, the opinion of many experi- 
enced men in the trade is to the effect 
that no serious damage has been done. 
March is likely to be fraught with crop 
damage reports. Quite a good many 
places in Ohio and Indiana report grow- 
ing wheat as having suffered from winter- 
killing or freezing and thawing. 

Wheat has been moving more freely. 
Millers report better acceptances on 
their bids. The continued decline in 
wheat may have the effect of checking 
this movement although, so far, it has 
stimulated it. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 
Seventeen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 115,860 
bbls, for the week ending Feb. 26 made 





74,314, or 64 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 79,448, or 68 per cent, the 
previous week, by 18 mills of 116,160 bbls 
capacity. 

Commenting on the flour and feed situ- 
ation, these mills report: Quite a bit of 
flour taken on break, feed fair...Flour 
fair, feed good...Flour dull, feed fair 
...Flour very quiet, feed very good... 
Flour dead, feed ...Some flour-buy- 
ing, feed better...Flour buyers scared 
out of market for present, on account of 
decline of llc for the week and 20c from 
high point; feed demand equals output 
...-Flour fair, feed active...Flour a 
dull, feed slow...Flour good, feed dull. 

Two mills report foreign shipment of 
3,850 bags and 2,150 bbls, respectively. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 


Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 

Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield. 

Harter Milling Co., Toledo. 

National Milling Co., Toledo. 

Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 

Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 

Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 

Loughry Bros. Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello. 

Suckow Co., Franklin. 

MICHIGAN 

Amendt Milling Co., Monroe. 

Commercial Milling Co., Detroit. 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 

Peninsular Milling Co., Flint. 

Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 

NOTES 

E. W. Randall, of A. H. Randall Mill 
Co., Tekonsha, Mich., was on ’change Feb. 

W. H. Carey, miller, of Carey, Ohio, 
died last week. He had been ill for 
some months. 

A. A. Cunningham, of Sneath-Cunning- 
ham Co., grain, Tiffin, Ohio, was in To- 
ledo Feb. 24. 

C. H. Johnston & Sons have built a new 
25-bbl mill at Pinola, Ind., four miles 
west of Laporte. 

Fred Mayer, of J. F. Zahm & Co, 
grain, Toledo, left Feb. 26 for a visit to 
Florida and Cuba. 

The Ruehlman Flour Co., flour jobber, 
Cincinnati, has increased its capital stock 
from $11,000 to $35,000. 

John L. Igleheart, of Igleheart Bros., 
Evansville, Ind., recently returned from 
a visit to Hot Springs, Ark. 

George Bastow, formerly manager 
Cleveland office Washburn-Crosby Co., is 
now in the baking business at Minne- 
apolis. 

J. Lee Krumm, of H. Krumm & Sons, 
Columbus, Ohio, has been confined to the 
hospital following an operation for ap- 
pendicitis. 

C. H. Hitch, of the Kehlor Flour Mills 
Co., St. Louis, called at this office Feb. 
23. Mr. Hitch reports having done a 
very satisfactory business for his mill. 

J. L. Purdy, recently with the Sheffield- 
King Milling Co., Minneapolis, in Ohio, 
has joined the staff of the Corby Co., 
manufacturers of yeast, Washington, 
D. C 

The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 
Ohio, has its new two-story office building 
completed. John W. Burk, of this com- 
pany, has been spending some time in 
Cuba, 

James Miller, of McClure, Ohio, was 
badly injured internally at the plant of 
the Central Grain Co., Toledo, by having 
his clothing caught in the shafting of the 
elevator. 

Thomas Weir, president Louisville 
(Ohio) Milling & Elevator Co., who has 
been confined to his residence for the 
past three months with typhoid fever, is 
able to be out. 





The Frank Brugler flour mill, of Mil- 


ford Center, Ohio, suffered a loss by 


fire last week amounting to $10,000. Spon- 
taneous combustion in the dust collector 
is given as the cause. 

S. Coup, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill Co., was in Mt. Vernon last week. 
He reports wheatfields in good condition, 
so far as one can judge at this season of 
the year. 


Harry B. Apple, with the Crescent 
Milling Co., Fairfax, Minn., W. H. Col- 
vin, with the Listman Mill Co., La Crosse, 
Wis., and John Ade, with the American 
Diamalt Co., Cincinnati, were in Toledo 
last week. 


A number of central states millers are 
in Florida. Among them are E. N. 
Fairchild, Cleveland (Ohio) Milling Co., 
Robert Henkel, Commercial Milling Co., 
Detroit, and Robert Colton, Colton Bros. 
Co., Bellefontaine, Ohio. 


Hugh D. Smith, in charge of sales in 
Ohio for the Sheffield-King Milling Co., 
and Edgar Berneker, who will represent 
this company in northern Ohio, were in 
Toledo Feb. 24 and called at this office. 
Mr. Berneker was formerly with Shane 
Bros. & Wilson Co. 


Harry W. Fish, manager Marion (Ohio) 
National Mill Co., met with an accident 
in their new mill while going up a hand 
elevator operated by a small motor. In 
some way he became confused in the 
floors and allowed the elevator to take 
him up to the top. His injuries, while 
not serious, are painful. 

Secretary Tanner, of the Ohio Millers’ 
State Association, is cautioning millers to 
examine their wheat carefully before 
grinding, to make sure that it is sound 
and sweet. He says with the coming of 
spring weather there is likely to develop 
a condition causing trouble, unless great 
care is used a erating the wheat. 


The Northwestern Consolidated Mill- 
ing Co., Minneapolis, is arranging to 
carry its own stock in Cleveland. Henry 
Watts, until recently with the Pillsbury 
Flour Mills Co. in Philadelphia, will have 
charge of this end of the business, look- 
ing out for the Cleveland trade. C. S. 
Jeffries, who has been in charge of the 
Cleveland office, will have supervision 
over outside business in Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan and Kentucky. 





MICHIGAN 


Derrorr, Micu., Feb. 28.—The drop in 
flour prices last week brought in enough 
demand to show that flour is needed. 
Buyers usually hold off when there is a 
decline, but this drop came at a time 
when buyers were glad to avail them- 
selves of the chance without waiting for 
anything better. The mills sold nearly up 
to their capacity, and are now well sup- 
plied with business. The East came in 
as a buyer on quite a liberal scale, and 
there was some increase from both city 
and state. 

Millers were well satisfied with the 
week’s business, and indications encour- 
age the belief that demand will be sus- 
tained throughout the spring. Prices de- 
clined almost every day and made a total 
slump of 55c in winter wheat goods. The 
early part of the week there was little 
flour-buying, and it was not until the 
market was well on its decline that buyers 
took hold. 

Spring wheat flour declined 30c, and 
trade was brisk during the last three 
days. There are a large number of bak- 
ers who are buying from month to month 
in the hope of making their big pur- 
chases on favorable terms. These took 
flour in lots from 100 to 1,000 bbls, and 
the total made a good showing. Heavy 
sales for the future were few, but deal- 
ers note an inclination on the part of 
some of the larger buyers to nibble. 

Rye flour is in brisk demand at a de- 
cline of 20c. Demand is nearly all local. 
Eastern dealers continue to ask for offers, 
which are always declined. They have 
been doing this for about three months, 
and must te securing supplies somewhere 
at lower prices than this market can 
afford. 

The feed market is active and steady, 
with no decline in wheat goods, but corn 
feedingstuffs are 25c lower. 

A fair trade is passing in corn meal, 
and prices are well sustained, with east- 
ern dealers bidding. Rolled oats are 
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quiet and rf at lower prices, as demand 
has fallen off. 

The increase in farm selling of wheat 
reported in some parts of the winter 
wheat belt is not in evidence here. Re- 
ceipts are not large and the decline in 
— is not helping matters. Demand 

decreased, also. The mills of the 
East were liberal buyers before the 
break, but have taken little or nothing on 
the decline. 

There is no change in the tenor of ad- 
vices regarding the condition of the 
growing crop. The outlook is poor; how 
poor cannot be told before the advent of 
warm weather. 


DETROIT FLOUR PRODUCTION 

Detroit mills made 14,000 bbls of flour 
last week, or 86 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 16,700 the previous week, 
13,200 a year ago and 14,500 two years 
ago. 

NOTES 

Grocers in session last week recom- 
mended that the department of dairy 
and food inspection be divorced from 
state politics in order to increase its effi- 
ciency. 

Peninsular Milling Co., Flint: General 
opinion is that the growing crop is in 
poor condition, but warm weather is need- 
ed to determine that. Farmers are al- 
most unanimously bullish, and will not 
sell much wheat on this break. Demand 
for flour is dull, and for feed only fair. 


Joun Barr. 





INDIANA 

Inpranapous, Inp., Feb. 28.—Indiana 
flour last week started off with every 
indication of a genuine’ flurry, but the 
last days of the week found millers in a 
mild state of demoralization because of 
the behavior of the wheat market. Sales 
were from the strictly state trade after 
the big slump, but in the beginning orders 
came in from points east and south, and 
some of the mills sent out feelers to the 
foreigners. 

When the wheat market began to tum- 
ble, flour followed it to the lowest point 
in some time. The output of local mills 
was nearly a third less than previous 
week. In common with the trend in flour, 
the feed market slowed down. 


$500,000 GRAIN ELEVATOR 


Indianapolis is to have a grain elevator 
as large as any now in operation in the 
Central West. It will cost $500,000, and 
will have a capacity of 500,000 bus. The 
company to erect this elevator is the 
Indiana Public Elevator Co., and it will 
be located adjacent to the Belt Railroad 
tracks in East Indianapolis, with close 
connections to all railway lines as well as 
adequate wagon outlets. 

The board of directors are: W. H. 
Benedict, F. M. Montgomery, Paul R. 
Johns, Edward Doolittle and C. W. Bell, 
all residents of Indianapolis. The plant 
will be built on the unit basis, the first unit 
to be designated as elevator C. All the most 
modern equipment for the care and han- 
dling of grain will be installed. Work 
will begin soon. 

NOTES 


Flour produced by local mills last 
week, 9,407 bbls. 

The Favorite Grain Co., Frankfort, has 
filed notice of dissolution. 

Herman Steinwalk, a St. Paul baker, 
was seriously injured while engaged in 
work, 

The Busse Baking Co., South Bend, has 
filed an amendment to its articles of in- 
corporation. 

J. W. Waltz, New Palestine, and J. 
Batchellor, Sharpsville, millers, were in 
the city last week. 

The Co-operative Rich Valley (Ind.) 
Elevator Co. has been incorporated. 
Capital, $12,000. Directors: D. Rossell, 
J. A. Irelan and J. S. Thrush. 

Prices Saturday: soft winter wheat pat- 
ent, in jute, $5.35@5.60; No. 2- wheat, 
$1.14; feed, $24 ton. Wheat is 10c lower 
than a week ago and flour cheaper by 
40@50c. 

Indiana millers have been in a quan- 
dary regarding labeling bleached flour, 
and this week the state officials issued a 
notice to the effect that the laws specifi- 
cally stated that all such goods must be 


branded. 
J. M. Pearson. 
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AUSTRALIAN 1916 CROP 


Record Crop and Surplus Predicted—Freight 
Difficulties Serious—“Enemy Citizens’’— 
Oriental Flour Trade Endangered 

Apetawe, So. Avust., Jan. 22.—As a 
result of the distribution of explanatory 
circulars, and addresses in different 
parts of the states by the ministers of 
agriculture and the members of their 
staffs, the farmers are taking more 
kindly to the wheat scheme inaugurated 
by the federal authorities. Much dissat- 
isfaction with it, however, still exists, and 
it is contended that had the government 
not interposed the merchants would have 
been able to handle the crop without a 
great deal of trouble, and the position 
of the producers would then have been 
appreciably better than it promises to 
be under the present scheime, 

The farmers maintain that the ad- 
vance of up to equivalent of 3s per bu 
at the port is not high enough, and that 
they ought to be allowed another 3d per 
bu, especially in view of the hard times 
which they experienced in consequence 
of the drouth. The question now exer- 
cising the minds of all concerned is, Who 
of the farmers’ creditors should have first 
slice out of the money received by them 
in payment for their grain? Gradually 
the several governments are determining 
the point. 

For some time the Australian wheat 
market has continued on the basis of 5s 
3¥,d per buat the principal ports. Flour 
is quoted at £1 17s 6d@+£12 10s per ton. 

‘The fact that the Australian Wheat 
Board is officially ignorant of the details 
of the sale in the form of flour of a pro- 
portion of the 200,000 tons of wheat 
booked to the Anglo-French governments 
is arousing curiosity in milling circles. 
Millers, naturally, are anxious to know 
where they stand in the matter. 


CROP FORECASTS 


Excluding Queensland, the official fore- 
casts of the crops of the various states 
this season aggregate 164,199,853 bus, or 
nearly 60 per cent more than in 1913-14. 
The yield in South Australia is turning 
out considerably more than was officially 
predicted, and the Victorian return is 
also stated to be exceeding expectations. 
The official forecasts of the crops com- 
pare with those for 1913 and 1914 as fol- 


lows, in bushels: 

— -Actual————,, Forecasted 

1913-14 1914-15 1915-16 
S. Australia. 16,936,988 3,627,428 27,276,229 
Victoria . 82,936,245 3,940,947 60,572,465 
W. Austr’lia 13,331,350 2,621,325 23,190,521 
N, 8S. Wales. 38,020,381 12,784,529 62,207,500 
Tasmania .. 349,736 384,220 1,161,638 
Queensland... 1,769,432 1,585,087 = «.....s6. 


Totals ...103,344,132 24,843,636 164,407,353 


OCEAN FREIGHT SHORTAGE 


It is estimated that there will be an 
exportable shipping surplus of 120,000,- 
000 bus. Deliveries at the country rail- 
way centers are very free, and it is com- 
puted that there is already on hand 10 
times as much wheat as there is ship- 
ping space available to move it oversea. 

Unless freight becomes available to a 
much greater extent during the ensuing 
few months the Australian wheat surplus 
will be nothing like cleared up this year. 
The intimation, published in the last few 
days, that arrangements have been en- 
tered into for the conveyance of wheat 
from Canada and the United States to 
K.ngland, France and Italy has been re- 
ceived with much interest in grain cir- 
cles, and has aroused widespread conjec- 
ture. What effect the movement will 
have upon the Australian position can- 
not, however, be stated at present. 

The wheat and flour exports from Aus- 
tralia last week were only moderate, and 
brought the totals shipped since the be- 
ginning of the season up to 3,387,765 
bus and 9,372 tons, respectively. The 
individual states have dispatched these 
quantities: 





Wheat Flour 

bus tons 

South Australia ........+. 1,013,156 3,661 
WISOGTO cocececececessccs 987,797 4,846 
New South Wales ........ 1,122,882 665 
Western Australia ....... 263,930 300 
POCA cccccescecscesecss 3,387,766 9,372 


Sales of flour, at exceptionally good 
prices, have been made to South Africa 
and the Mediterranean countries, par- 
ticularly the latter. A few days ago it 
was announced that a cargo of wheat had 
been sold to a South African consignee 
at 59s per qr, which, owing to the dif- 


ference in freight between Australia and 
South Africa and Australia and London, 
is equivalent to 68s 8¥,d per qr. 
LEGISLATION AGAINST “ENEMY CITIZENS” 


The latest legal innovation has been in 
the direction of precluding individuals 
born in enemy countries from reaping 
financial reward from investments in 
Australian concerns. The determination 
of the federal government in the matter 
was announced the other day by the 
prime minister, Mr. Hughes, who stated 
that “a period of three months would 
be allowed in which the holding of shares 
by persons of enemy nationality or en- 
emy origin in companies incorporated in 
Australia must be discontinued. This 
would apply to naturalized persons. No 
exceptions would be allowed except with 
the permission of the attorney-general. 
No future transfer of shares to persons 
of enemy nationality or enemy origin 
would be permitted. Similarly, no trans- 
fer of land to a person of enemy na- 
tionality or enemy origin would in future 
be allowed,” 

The publication of the announcement 
was received with mingled feelings. 
Throughout the Commonwealth, however, 
the consensus ‘of opinion seems to be that 
it “is going a little too far,” and that the 
determination will inflict unnecessary 
hardships upon thousands of true and 
loyal citizens, many of whom took out 
naturalization papers from 40 to 60 years 
ago, and never have abused the privileges 
which those documents extended to them. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Some remarkably fine yields of wheat 
have been recorded this season in differ- 
ent parts of the state. A farmer in the 
Murrurundi district garnered 51 bus to 
the acre, and another, near Forbes, regis- 
tered as high as 60 bus on part of his 
estate. Forty bus to the acre crops are 
stated to be fairly plentiful in the Forbes 
district. 

In accordance with a recommendation 
of the Necessary Commodities Commis- 
sion, owing to the pronounced shortage 
of bran and pollard, persons have to ob- 
tain permits, which are granted in only 
exceptional cases, to enable them to send 
either offals out of New South Wales. 


VICTORIA 


Recently it was announced that the 
Victorian government had decided to 
make a concession of 10s per ton on 
wheat sold to Victorian millers to be 
ground into flour for export to Manila 
and Chinese ports, so as to enable them 
effectively to compete against flour sent 
thither from other countries. The mat- 
ter was keenly criticized in South Aus- 
tralia particularly, and a formal protest 
was immediately sent by the commis- 
sioner of crown lands to the Victorian 
minister of agriculture. 

It was pointed out that, first, the 
proposition was preferential, in that 
South Australian millers could not share 
in the trade; secondly, that it was con- 
trary to the spirit of the scheme of han- 
dling the wheat harvest that any conces- 
sions whatever should be made; and 
thirdly, that it would be grossly unfair 
to make the farmers in this and all the 
other states, in addition to those in Vic- 
toria, pay tribute in the form of a bonus 
of more than 2d per bu for something 
wholly and solely for the benefit of a 
limited number. 

The Victorian minister explained that 
the proposal had been to allow a rebate 
of 10s on certain flour sent to Singapore 
and Manila, but that it could be carried 
into effect only if the ministers in the 
respective states agreed. “We are get- 
ting all the freights available for Great 
Britain,” he added, “and there is no dan- 
ger of sending vessels away unfilled to 
the United Kingdom. There is, however, 
a danger of vessels leaving for other 
ports, particularly eastern ones, without 
sufficient cargo. Freight is the key to 
the whole position now, and reasonable 
sacrifice should be made to fill up space.” 
Notwithstanding this statement, it is un- 
likely that the ministers concerned in the 
other states will sanction the adoption 
of the proposal. 


LOSS OF ORIENTAL FLOUR TRADE 

The Victorian millers are extremely 
dissatisfied that “in consequence of the 
war and the nationalization of the har- 
vest the oriental flour trade has fallen 
into neglect.” 


They assert that orders 
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to the extent of 20,000 tons of flour a 
month could be obtained from the East 
if the government would sanction the 
sales at a reduction on London parity. 

While the high rates now being ob- 
tained for Australian wheat in London 
are appreciated, the millers say that un- 
der private enterprise the eastern trade 
would not have been sacrificed for the 
sake of London parity, which is an essen- 
tial of grain-trading, but has been ele- 
vated to a fetish by official control of 
the market. 

London rates, it is stated, are less 
effective now on the Pacific littoral be- 
cause American ships are seeking the ori- 
ental trade, and American millers can 
undersell Australian flour exporters as 
long as the Australians are bound to 
London parity by the government, and 
are limited in their operations in that 
direction. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

There is a growing feeling in trading 
circles that the corn trade sectional com- 
mittee of the Adelaide Chamber of Com- 
merce has fixed the weight of the fair 
average quality bushel of wheat too high. 
The decision was arrived at by the com- 
mitte only a couple of weeks ago, but 
already numerous misgivings have been 
expressed concerning the determination. 

Fourteen-pound samples of grain were 
received from most of the wheat-produc- 
ing centers, and eventually a weight of 
621%, lbs to the bushel was considered to 
be warranted, compared with a nominal 
61 lbs for the previous season’s crop. 
The quality and general character of the 
grain supplied was disappointing, for the 
most part, although it was realized that 
the remarkably dry spring and summer 
must inevitably be revealed in diminished 
plumpness, especially in the northern and 
drier districts. 

No doubt the beautiful appearance of 
the samples from the southern areas in- 
fluenced the committee to some extent, 
but as the expected rain has yet to fall, 
and the harvesting operations are well 
advanced, even in the late localities, 
shippers are wondering whether it will 
be possible to live up to the relatively 
high standard which has been made. The 
heaviest weight ever proclaimed was 64 
lbs, which formed the basis of business 
in 1887 and 1890. 

It is generally considered now that the 
government statistician’s forecast of the 
probable wheat yield for the state will 
be considerably exceeded. Those best 
capable of forming a correct judgment 
declare that the aggregate return will 
be fully 30,000,000 bus, which will mean 
an average of something more than 11 
bus per acre. This cannot be regarded 
as other than very satisfactory, consid- 
ering the character of the season and 
especially the almost total failure of the 
normal spring and summer rains. 

* @# 


The American consular agent in Ade- 
laide advises that for the 12 months 
ended Dec. 31 the United States of 
America imported from South Australia 
goods valued at $5,527,318. This repre- 
sents a marked increase on the exports 
for the previous year; in fact, it is a 
record exportation from South Australia 
to America, 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


“The Golden State” of the Common- 
wealth is garnering a record yield of 
wheat, the official statistician having fore- 
casted that an aggregate of more than 
23,000,000 bus grain may be- confidently 
counted upon, compared with 13,000,000 
odd bus two years ago. 

In the Geraldton district, red rust has 
exercised a disastrous influence upon the 
crops, some of which have been stricken 
so badly that it will be impossible for 
the government agents to accept the 
grain as being up to the f.a.q. standard, 
Arrangements have been made to pool 
the grain, to deduct from the advances 
to the farmers a sum equal to the amount 
that the wheat is below the standard, and 
to sell that which is unfit for milling sep- 
arately. 

TASMANIA 

The government statistician’s estimate 
of the Tasmanian harvest shows that the 
total area under wheat is 43,950 acres, 
and that a return of more than 1,000,000 
bus is expected. All crops are expected 
to yield considerably better than in the 
previous year. 

Cuaries J. Matruews. 
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IMPORT CASES DECIDED 


Lendon Courts Give Judgments Concerning 
Purchases of Japanese Flour Through 
Lendon Firm—New Problems Involved 
Loyxvon, Ene., Feb. 9.—Two impor- 

tant judgments were rendered last week 

concerning large purchases of Japanese 
flour made by Koland & Gwynn, London, 
from Donald Campbell & Co., London, 
who acted as sellers for the Japanese 

mill. 

The first case, heard before Mr. Justice 

Bailhache, concerned a shipment of 

Japanese flour, which was described as 

being “a new thing on the English mar- 

ket.” The plaintiffs, Donald Campbell 

& Co., claimed £1,493 as damages for 

breach of contract, dated May, 1915, by 

the defendants, Roland & Gwynn. Evi- 
dence was submitted showing that a con- 
tract was made to buy 10,000 bags of 

Japanese flour at 44s 6d per 280 lbs, c.i.f. 

London, shipment to ‘be made by the 

steamship Indo Maru. 

The defendants refused to accept the 
documents, and as a result an arbitration 
was held, followed by an appeal which 
upheld the award in favor of the plain- 
tiffs. ‘The defendants, however, still re- 
fused to accept the tender, upon the 
ground that the provisional invoice was 
not handed to them within 21 days from 
the date of the bill of lading, and that 
the flour was not equal to sample. 

It must be noted that the contract was 
made on the American flour contract of 
the London Flour Trade Association, and 
clause 2 of this contract states that “pro- 
visional invoice and date of bill of lading 
shall be handed by. the original seller to 
his buyer or buyer’s agent, domiciled in 
London, within seven days after the ar- 
rival of the documents in London, but in 
no case later than 30 days from date of 
bill of lading if shipped from the West, 
or 21 days if shipped from the seaboard.” 

The defendants claimed that the plain- 
tiffs should have resold the flour within a 
reasonable time of the first refusal, in- 
stead of waiting, during which time the 
market declined heavily. The resale took 
place on Sept. 25, and in view of the fact 
that the new crop of English wheat was 
at that time on the market, the highest 
price obtainable for Japanese flour was 
30s per 280 lbs. Evidence was submitted 
to show that samples were taken round 
the market, but as Japanese flour was 
a new commodity, good prices were not 
obtainable. 

T. H. Medi!l, of T. S. Medill & Sons, 
Ltd., George Buttifant, of Campbell & 
Phillipps, Ltd., W. A. Kennedy, of Lynd- 
sell & Kennedy, and A. V. Roland, of 
Roland & Gwynn, gave evidence on the 
values of other flours as compared with 
Japanese. 

In rendering judgment, Mr. Justice 
Bailhache stated that the plaintiffs had 
evidently obtained samples from the ship 
at the earliest moment, and had done 
what they could to secure the best pos- 
sible price. They were at a disadvantage 
owing to this being one of the first car- 
goes of Japanese flour to arrive in this 
country. He was unable to say that the 
plaintiffs had acted unreasonably, and 
after taking into consideration the evi- 
dence as to flour values that had been 
submitted to him, he gave judgment for 
the plaintiffs for the amount claimed, 
£1,493, together with costs. 


THE SECOND CASE 


At about the same time that the above 
contract was made, Roland & Gwynn 
purchased from Donald Campbell & Co. 
a further 68,000 bags of flour, the con- 
tracts being made on the American flour 
contract of the London Flour Trade As- 
sociation. ‘The weight of the bags in 
both the cases was 50 lbs. 

When the documents for these con- 
tracts were presented, they were refused 
by Roland & Gwynn, who claimed that 
they were out of time in accordance with 
clause 2 of the London contract. As a 
result, an arbitration was held, and the 
award was given in favor of Donald 
Campbell & Co. Roland & Gwynn ap- 
pealed against the award, and while the 
appeal committee was considering the 
case, Roland & Gwynn took advantage of 
their legal right, and demanded that the 
appeal committee should state a case in 
court, as there was a point of law at issue. 
The point of law was whether clause 2 
held good in this case or not. 

In order to decide this question, the 
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case was heard in the High Court of Jus- 
tice before the ae chief justice — 
Reading), Mr. Justice Sankey r. 
Justice Ps yeug, a meng Ph 
a red for ap ts, 
Campbell & Co, and stated a history of 
the case to the court. 

The lord chief justice, after hearin 
the points at issue, said he wel eres | 
the real point was as to whether the 30 
days and the 21 days in clause 2 of the 
London contract could be said to apply 
to the contracts in question. Mr. Justice 
Low asked the meaning of “shipped 
from the West.” Mr. McKinnon ex- 
plained that the “West” meant the west- 
ern states or regions in the United States 
and Canada. Mr. Justice Low therefore 
ruled that, in his opinion, that part of 
clause 2 could not apply on a Japanese 
contract. 

Without calling on the counsel for 
Roland & Gwynn, the lord chief justice 
rendered judgment. He stated that the 
arbitrators who had originally dealt with 
this case were experts in the trade, and 
there was no doubt that the court must 
take this into account, as the members of 
the appeal committee of the London 
Flour Trade Association were selected 
owing to their experience in the trade. 
He explained how the members of the 
appeal committee all understood the par- 
ticular terms and the conventional use 
of such terms in the flour trade. 

The court found that, according to the 
flour trade, the meanings to be given to 
the words “West” and “seaboard,” re- 
spectively, are the conventional meanings 
found by the arbitrators, and the court 
must, therefore, look at the words with 
those meanings. That being the case, the 
rule embodied in clause 2 could really 
have no application, because these cargoes 
came neither from the “West” nor from 
the “seaboard” in the sense found, and 
the contingencies, therefore, which make 
these 30 and 21 days applicable, had not 
occurred. 

The lord chief justice further stated 
that the arbitrators had also found that 
since the war began it was impossible for 
documents to reach London by post from 
Japan within 21 days. This meant, there- 
fore, that carrying out this provision of 
clause 2 was impossible. He was, there- 
fore, prepared to find, on the statement 
of the case by the arbitrators, that it was 
impossible to comply with the provision, 
and that the parties interested must be 
taken to have intended that this particu- 
lar provision could not be applicable. 

The question at issue was whether the 
buyers were entitled to reject the flour 
tendered, on the ground that the pro- 
visional invoice and dates of bills of lad- 
ing were not handed to them within 21 
days from the dates of the bills of lading. 
In his opinion, for the reasons given 
above, the buyers were not entitled to re- 
ject the flour tendered on the grounds 
stated. 

Mr. Justice Sankey and Mr. Justice 
Low, without giving separate judgments, 
concurred, and the lord chief justice said 
that the costs would be at the discretion 
of the arbitrators. 


A NEW PROBLEM 


A further curious point of law has now 
arisen. When the tender was refused by 
Roland & Gwynn, and _ arbitration 
claimed tq settle the question as to 
whether the documents were in order or 
not, Donald Campbell & Co. sold the flour 
for “whom it might concern.” As soon 
as the above judgment was given, Roland 
& Gwynn applied to Donald Campbell & 
Co, for the documents, stating that now 
the court had decided the tender was 
legal, they were ready to take up the 
documents. 

This, of course, was impossible, as the 
flour had been disposed of. Roland & 
Gwynn insist that they were not officially 
informed that the flour was to be sold 
for “whom it might concern,” and they 
further claim that it should not have 
been sold, as until the lord chief justice 
rendered his decision, the case was still 
under arbitration. As a result, another 
arbitration will have to be held to decide 
the point at issue. 

C. F, G. Rarxes. 





Department of Commerce figures show 
that United States wheat exports for 
January were nearly 50 per cent less than 
in January, 1915. 
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Special Notices 


partm 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 60 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by the North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








WANTED—THREE FLOUR PACKERS IM- 
mediately; good wages; steady employ- 
ment. Address 1849, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


SALES-MANAGER WANTED—AN ESTAB- 
lished mill of 700 bbls capacity desires the 
services of an experienced man in its sales 
department; all correspondence confiden- 
tial. Address 401, care Northwestern 
Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 


STRONG SALESMAN OF EXCEPTIONAL 
ability and acquainted with southern Ohio 
and West Virginia trade wanted by ag- 
gressive spring wheat mill with excellent 
proposition for the right man; in applying 
state qualifications fully. Address 1829, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 














SITUATIONS WANTED 








SALESMAN OF WIDE EXPERIENCE 
wishes to represent high-class flour in 
Montana territory. Address 1850, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


ENGINEER, 12 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE, 
desires a position in flour mill or electric 
light plant; reliable and sober; hold chief 
engineer’s license. Address 1842, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 








EXPERIENCED OFFICE MAN WANTS 
position with spring wheat mill; can keep 
books or do stenographic work; have had 
selling experience in other lines. Address 
1827, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis, 





AS SECOND MILLER IN 500-BBL MILL 
or as grinder in larger, by man 35 years 
old, with wide experience in large mills; 
good references; can come at once. Ad- 
dress 1838, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis, 





AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL FROM 200 TO 
600 bbis, by married man 34 years old, 
with 16 years’ milling experience; handy 
with tools; can furnish first-class refer- 
ences, Address 1833, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


YOUNG MAN WANTS POSITION IN MILL, 
ence; can 
and reliable; speak German; references; 
can come on two weeks’ notice. Address 
1835, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 





BY EXPERIENCED RAILROAD STENOG- 
rapher; freight experience; now employed; 
desires to connect with good flour mil! or 
freight line; also had freight soliciting 
experience; best of references. Address 
1852, care Northwestern Miller, Minne- 
apolis. 








BY MILLER WITH WIDE EXPERIENCE 
who knows the business from A to Z; 
qualified to keep mill in good order; 
steady and reliable; not afraid of work; 
highest references. Address 1853, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS HEAD MILLER IN 100 TO 300-BBL 
mill; familiar with modern milling sys- 
tems; wide experience; can get quality and 
yield; Dakotas, Montana or Idaho pre- 
ferred; can come at once. Address James 
Caldwell, care Box 513, Bowman, N. D. 





WANTED—HEAD MILLER’S POSITION IN 
200 to 500-bbl mill; close yields and qual- 
ity goods; long experience taught how; 
Minnesota or North Dakota preferred; ref- 
erences, past and present employers. Ad- 
dress 1840, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 





POSITION WANTED AS MILLER; 23 
years’ experience milling hard and soft 
wheat in mills up to 4,500 bbis; or would 
accept second miller’s position in mill of 
1,000 bbls or larger; can furnish good ref- 
erences. Address 1837, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS OFFICE MANAGER, AUDITOR OR 
bookkeeper; want permanent connection 
with good, live southwestern mill; strictly 
up-to-date accountant; can systematize in 
latest methods or follow yours. Address 
“R,” care Northwestern Miller, 231-232 
Exchange Building, Kansas City, Mo. 





ELEVATOR MANAGER OR GRAIN BUY- 
er, 12 years’ experience and competent to 
buy wheat and other grain; married; 46 
years old; total abstainer; best of refer- 
ences; can come at once. Address 1830, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





YOUNG MAN, 21, DESIRES SITUATION 
with good mill to learn the business; ex- 
ceptional habits, good family, ambitious; 
have office experience; good opportunity 
to learn and advance more important than 
salary. Address C. E. Shepard, 1202 Long 
Building, Kansas City, Mo. 


AS SALESMAN, 28 YEARS, MARRIED, 
eight years’ experience in flour and feed 
business; will consider territory in Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Iowa or Illinois; con- 
siderable travelling experience; best ref- 
erences; no bad habits. Address 1844, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





THOROUGHLY EXPERIENCED FLOUR 
salesman, having represented one of lead- 
ing milling companies in Northwest for 
last five years, wishes to connect with 
good milling company which, having good 
product, would like to be well represented 
in Ohio market. Address 1846, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 





WANTED, BY YOUNG MAN WITH 12 
years’ experience, position as assistant 
manager, manager grain department, 
traffic or office, or as sales correspondent; 
might consider road position; best of ref- 
erence, successful record and Valid reasons 
for change. Address 402, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, 231-232 Exchange Building, 
Kansas City, Mo. 





AS FIRST-CLASS SECOND MILLER, SIN- 
gle, middle-aged man; strong, healthy, 
strictly temperate; thoroughly experienced 
grinding hard and soft wheat, both sepa- 
rately and blended; please state kind and 
capacity of mill and salary; best of refer- 
ences if desired. Address “Practical Mill- 
er,” Merchants Hotel, opposite new Post 
Office, Minneapolis, Minn. 





SITUATION WANTED AS MANAGER 
with good mill desiring to place its output 
to better advantage; Missouri or Kansas 
preferred; am high-grade man, familiar 
with grain and milling, both buying and 
merchandising; qommand good trade in 
South and Southeast; will consider either 
salary or profit-sharing basis. Address 
397, care Northwestern Miller, 231-232 Ex- 
change Building, Kansas City, Mo. 





HEAD MILLER WITH WIDE EXPERI- 
ence in hard, soft wheat, and corn mill- 
ing, wishes to make a change; prior to 
this position had charge of a 3,000-bb! 
plant for a term of years; can refer to 
former employers and leading millbuild- 
ers; am in position to prove to entire sat- 
isfaction that I have the ability to make 
good in any position that I may accept. 
Address 1836, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 








FOR SALE OR LEASE TO SETTLE 
estate—Wholesale flour and feed business; 
storage capacity 20 cars; excellent storage 
and distributing point for large mills. 
Address 1855, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 





CAPITAL WANTED; NEW 350-BBL MILL, 
with excellent railroad facilities, located 
in one of best points of Northwest, wants 
additional capital; mill running and show- 
ing good profit; do not answer unless you 
have capital, Address 1818, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 





MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 











FOR SALE—135-BBL MILL LOCATED IN 
western North Dakota, in best wheat 
country of state, where you can buy all 
wheat needed direct from farmers; plant 
in operation and up to date. Address 1851, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





MISCELLANEOUS 








FOR SALE—MURRAY CORLISS ENGINE, 
14-36, 125 h-p; in use only two years; 
cheap for quick sale. Address 1854, care 





Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 
Brokerage Connection 
Wanted 
A large northwestern’ spring 


wheat mill, making strictly high- 
grade flour, wants a brokerage 
connection for the New England 
states. Selling ability and a good 
following in the trade is absolute- 
ly necessary. Splendid opportu- 
nity for the right party. Address 
1841, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 











F. O. M. A. 


Twenty-First Annual Convention 
May 29-June 2, 1916 


Coliseum Building, St. Louis, Mo. 


Note the change of dates from 
June 5-9, which has been made 
because the Democratic National 
Convention meets in the same 
building June 14. 

The officers are making every 
effort to render this year’s conven- 
tion an ideal one, and are paying 
particular attention to the 
Manufacturers’ Auxiliary Exhibit 

They are looking out for the spe- 
cial needs of all members of the 
Fraternity, and without a large at- 
tendance at this convention their 
work will be largely defeated. 

There ought to be five thousand 
millers at this meeting. Note the 
dates, and make your plans now to 
come to St. Louis May 29. 


J. A. WELLS, 


Secretary F. O. M. A., 
Kent, Ohio. 








“MIXOMETER” 


The Sure and Accurate Machine 
for Self-Rising Flour 


Cornelius Mill Furnishing Co. 
1119 North 6th St. ST. LOUIS, MO. 








Good Mill Account Wanted 


for the State of Michigan, on a brokerage 
basis. My warehouse at Detroit with private 
switch enables me to make deliveries over 
the entire state. Western mills wanting to 
develop business in the state invited to cor- 
respond, W. R. FARRAND, Detroit, Mich. 











Invincible — 
Scourers 


Clean the wheat without 
breaking it. 

The best suction of any 
scourer made. 


Removes all dust and 
dirt quickly. 

Write us for catalogue 
and prices on our 


complete line 
of 


Scourers 
Separators 
Packers 
Ete. 


The Strong-Scott Mfg. Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
H. ©. Caywood 
1706 Seventh Ave. North 
Cireat Falls, Mont. 


Representing 
Invincible Grain Cleaner Co. 
Silver Creek, N. Y. 
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NO TRESPASSING. 
































“TWENTIETH CENTURY PEACE MAKER” 


An old mountaineer looking at a fence 
erected by a young’ mining engineer as 
protection against snow slides said con- 
temptuously, “A trespass notice would be 
just as good.” 


Major General Murray and Brigadier 
General Crozier, U. S. A., have been 
working out National Defense plans for 
the past six years, and yet a “trespass 
notice” would be as effective against the 
“Twentieth Century Peace Maker” as the 
defense they recommend. 


Senator Stone, of Missouri, says, “If 
any other country in the world develops a 
gun that will shoot 25 miles, we must 
develop one that will shoot 30 miles.” We 
want to have a heart-to-heart talk with 
you on this subject, Senator. For the 
sake of argument, or rather in order to 
shut out argument, we will grant that 
you have a gun that will throw a projec- 
tile weighing a ton to a distance of a 
hundred miles, what use will it be against 
the “Twentieth Century Peace Maker”? 
What possible use will or can such a gun 
be against one that can lie ten miles out 
at sea, stick its muzzle above the surface 
of the ocean and send a shell weighing 
half a ton 60 miles inland,—or that can 
lie from 60 to 70 miles out at sea and 
drop shells into any part of New York, 
Brooklyn or Jersey City? We want to 
talk to you like a “Dutch Uncle,” Senator, 
because you represent people who, ac- 
cording to common report, “want to be 
shown,” but before going into the “show 
business,” Senator, we want to suggest 
that you get yourself into a receptive 
frame of mind. Don’t slam the door in 
the face of the “Twentieth Century Peace 
Maker.” Exercise a little of that old- 
time hospitality for which Missourians 
are so justly noted; meet it with the glad 
hand, invite it in, give it a seat and get 
acquainted with it. You can condemn it 
afterwards, but you won’t. Its adoption 
is more important than our future 
course in the Philippines,—our attitude 
toward Mexico,—the coming election, or 
the tariff. 

We have been studying this subject for 
a little more than 18 years, Senator, ever 
since the blowing up of the Maine, and 
conceding for the sake of argument, but 
for that purpose only—that we are not 
blessed with more gray matter than the 
average Congressman, is it not reasonable 
to suppose that we have some valuable 
information to impart on the subject, and 


if you will pardon us, Senator, we believe 
you know a whole lot about National De- 
fense, that is not so. We have been try- 
ing to enlighten you for months, with 
circulars and personal letters on this sub- 
ject, Senator, and had you read them 
you would not be talking about develop- 
ing a thirty-mile gun; you would be 


working for the adoption of the “T'wen- 
tieth Century Peace Maker.” Many of 
your colleagues have suggested that we 
“Put it up to the Navy,” but the Navy 
is an interested party, prejudiced against 
a submarine navy and biased strongly in 
favor of big ships of all kinds, and plenty 
of them. It is not insanity nor intel- 
lectual inertia, Senator, that makes 


everything is relatively right or wrong, 
true or false. But, ballistics is an exact 
science; the law of gravitation controls. 
“How will this thing affect the party?” 
“What will my constituents think of it?” 
are questions that can’t affect the practi- 
cability of the “Twentieth Century 
Peace Maker.” 


Rest assured, Senator, that whether 
your constituents believe in ample, ade- 
quate or some preparedness, they will all 
favor the adoption of a machine that 
will give it to them without the addition 
of another man to either the Army or the 
Navy. 

This recoilless gun in combination with 


its submarine, Senator, solves most of: 





Naval Officers believe in and cling to the 
big-ship idea,—it is human nature, human 
weakness we might say. It is the same 
element in man that made the admirals 
of a few generations back ridicule the 
idea that their old wooden sailing vessels 
could ever be superseded by steam-driven 
ironclads. 


The Navy is not responsible to the peo- 
ple, Senator; Congress is, and can’t af- 
ford to overlook the stupendous saving 
that will be effected by the adoption of 
this greatest of all engines of war. In 
politics the human element cuts a wide 
swath; what’s right in North Dakota 
may be wrong in South Carolina; nearly 


the military problems that confront the 
people of the United States, and we may 
even say, the people of all America. 
There is no more doubt about its prac- 
ticability than there is that you will not 
be serving the best interests of your con- 
stituents until you take off your coat, roll 
up your sleeves, and go to work in 
earnest for its adoption. 


Should any one hold that the efficiency 
of this gun is not all that it is repre- 
sented to be, get him to give a reason. 
There are only four things to be con- 
sidered, all told: Ist, Carrying the gun. 
2d, Loading it under water. 3d, Training 
it, and 4th, Firing it. That it can be 


carried is obvious and need not be dis- 
cussed; as to loading it, any hydraulic 
engineer, yea, any intelligent plumber, 
will devise means for loading it in an 
hour; not the best possible means, per- 
haps, but means. No one will hold that 
it can’t be trained, and as for means for 
firing it, an electrician would simply 
take that as part of his day’s work. As 
to the ballistics, the theory of the thing, 
ANY Professor of Physics will tell you 
that we have been unnecessarily conserva- 
tive in our estimates. 

If some one claims that the gun can’t 
be raised bodily above the water as 
shown in the cut, admit it. There is 
nothing in it, but admit it. If any one 
claims that the gunner would be killed 
the first shot, by concussion, admit it. 
There is nothing in it, but admit it in 
order to shut off talk. You are now in a 
fort, and 


“Being in a fort, do not rush out 
To give battle on the open plain.” 


You now occupy a position against 
which those opposing the adoption of this 
thing can’t even talk. You are now ad- 
vocating the adoption of the “Twentieth 
Century Peace Maker” in its simplest 
form. You are advocating the adoption 
of an engine of war that can lie ten miles 
off the coast of New Jersey and without 
moving a thousand feet from one spot, 
throw shells weighing half a ton into 
any portion of the cities of New York, 
Philadelphia, or the numerous smaller 
cities within a radius of 70 miles; and 
while doing this, Senator, the “Twentieth 
Century Peace Maker” is immune from 
attack from land or sea, from the heavens 
above or from the water beneath,—ex- 
cept in the latter case possibly, in an 
almost negligible degree. An enemy hav- 
ing an outfit of this kind costing not to 
exceed $3,000,000 could levy tribute on 
our coast for 60 miles inland, and what 
the enemy could do to us, we could do to 
the enemy. 


I want to ask you in all seriousness, 
Senator, what good would your 30-mile 
gun be against an engine of this kind? 
What good would fortifications be? In 
fact, Senator, what good would anything 
be? 


COLUMBIAN FEED GOVERNOR 
COMPANY, 
104 North Second Street, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 





